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Six Weeks Period: 1st  Grade Level & Course: 2nd Grade Social Studies 

Timeline:  6 days (September 5th– 12th) Unit Title: Unit 2: I am a Texan Lesson 2 of 2 

Stated 
Objectives: 
TEK # and SE 

The student is expected to: 
2.1A explain the significance of various community, state, and national celebrations such as 
Veterans Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, and Thanksgiving.  
2.1B Identify and explain the significance of various community, state, and national landmarks 
such as monuments and government buildings.  
2.4A identify contributions of historical figures, including Thurgood Marshall, Irma Rangel, John 
Hancock, and Theodore Roosevelt, who have influenced the community, state and nation.  
2.5A interpret information on maps and globes using basic map elements such as title, 
orientation (north, south, east, west), and legend/map keys. 
2.6A identify major landforms and bodies of water, including each of the continents and each of 
the oceans, on maps and globes. 
2.6B locate places of significance, including the local community, Texas, the state capital, the 
U.S. capital, major cities in Texas, the coast of Texas, Canada, Mexico, and the United States on 
maps and globes.  
2.14A recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag and the Pledge to the Texas Flag  
2.14C identify selected symbols such as state and national birds and flowers and patriotic 
symbols such as the U.S. and Texas flags and Uncle Sam.  
2.18B obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid visual sources such as pictures, 
maps, electronic sources, literature, reference sources, and artifacts.  
2.19A express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences. 
 
 
ELPS 

http://www.teksresourcesystem.net/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=118094 

See Instructional Focus Document (IFD) for TEK Specificity  

Key 
Understandings 

● Landmarks, including monuments and government buildings, represent ideas, people, 
places, and events that are significant to a society.  

● Maps and globes help people understand the location of places.  
● Symbols represent ideas and beliefs of a state or country. 

Misconceptions ● Students at this age often struggle to understand the difference between their 
community, state, and country, and the understanding that they live in all three.  

Key Vocabulary  Map, location, map element, legend, globe, cardinal direction, orientation, coast 

Suggested Day  
5E Model 

Instructional Procedures 
 (Engage, Explore, Explain, Extend/Elaborate, Evaluate)  

Materials, Resources, Notes 

 

Day 1 
Engage 
 
 
2.6B  

1. Using a projectable map or a large class map, show 
students, the United States, then Texas, then the local 
community/town, then their school. 

2. Reverse the process, showing first the school, then the local 
community/town, then Texas, then the United States. 

● Map, projectable map 
or class map of the 
United States, Texas, 
local 
community/town, and 
of the school 

http://www.teksresourcesystem.net/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=118094


3. Repeat the process, three times and have the students name 
the location as it is shown.  

4. Model a sentence showing the relationship between the 
school, community, Texas, and the United States. (e.g., The 
school is in __________ (town name). ________ (town 
name) is a community in Texas. Texas is a state that is a 
part of the Unite States.) Use a concrete model as well as 
words. 

5. Demonstrate the idea by modeling putting graduated cups or 
other objects one inside the other. 

6. Invite student volunteers to use the cups while repeating the 
sentence. 

7. The rest of the class repeats the sentence while the student 
volunteer acts it out.   

8. Repeat several more times. 
9. Complete “Me on the Map” foldable activity as a class for 

journal. 

● Graduated cups or 
other objects that fit 
inside each other (4 
objects to model how 
the school is in the 
town, which is in the 
state, which is in the 
country) 

● Handout: “Me on the 
Map” Journal 
Foldable 

Day 2 & 3 
Explore/Explain 
 
2.5A 
2.6B 
 

1. Display a map and a globe. 
2. Point out the elements of a map; (Use TODAL: title, 

orientation [north, south, east, west], and legend/map keys). 
3. Read the book Mapping Penny’s World by Loreen Leedy. 

This book introduces the students to all different types of 
maps. 

4. Before reading, have students discuss what experiences 
they have had with maps, the pictures of the different maps 
and the terminology that goes along with reading a map. 

5. During reading, discuss what kind of map Lisa made on each 
page and how it was used. 

6. After reading, tell about a personal experience using a map 
and how you used it. Ask the students if they took a trip with 
their families and had to use a map to get to their destination. 
Did they like the pictures of maps in the book and did they 
find them useful?  

7. Recap the story about all the maps that Lisa made for herself 
and Penny. Compare the maps and discuss how each of 
them was used. Also, discuss how the maps differ in what 
they are used for; would we be able to use Lisa’s map of 
Maxine’s bedroom to get to Penny’s house? 

8. Put students in groups. They will need Mapping Our World 
activity and some poster board or butcher paper.  

9. Have students follow the instructions to making their world. 
They will check off each task when finished.  

● Different types of 
maps 

● Globe(s) 
● Mapping Our World 

activity sheet 
● Poster board 

 

Day 4 
Explore/Explain 
 
2.5A 
2.6A 
2.6B 

1. Distribute a United States map pg.55 to each student. 
2. Allow students to explore locating the map elements and 

using academic language to find them.  
3. Also prompt students to look for specific places, including the 

local community, Texas, the state capital, the U.S. capital, 
major cities in Texas, the coast of Texas, Canada, Mexico, 
and the United States.  

4. After reviewing the elements on the map, the teacher will 
provide directions and the students will point to what is being 
described. (e.g., put your finger on the map’s legend; locate 
the state of Texas, etc.) 

5. The students will use the map “The Great State of Texas” to 
answer the questions on the “Reading A Map” handout. Glue 
“Reading A Map” into journals. 

6. Students will then work in partners to complete the reading 
maps and globes checklist for extra map skills practice.    

● United States map 
pg.55 

● Reading Maps and 
globes handout 



Day 5 
Explore/Explain 
 
2.5A 
2.6A 
2.6B 
 

1. Post the question: What does a world map look like? 
2. Distribute to each student a copy of a physical world map 

without labels. (Count the Continents pg.56) 
3. Project the same map so all students can see it.  
4. Lead a discussion modeling use of academic language, so 

students can discover and label the landforms (continents) 
and bodies of water (oceans).  

5. The students will then independently use handout 
Continents and Oceans to correctly cut and paste the 
seven continents and four oceans.  

● Count the Continents 
pg. 56 

● Continents and 
Oceans handout 

 

Day 6 
Evaluate 
 
2.5A 
2.6A 

1. Review what has been learned about maps. Ask these 
Guided Questions: 
- How do people use maps and globes to understand the 

location of places? 

- What information can we gain from maps and globes?  

- What are the earth’s major landforms and bodies of water?  

- Can I locate significant places on maps and globes?  

2. Allow students to discuss these questions with a partner and 
then share with the class. 

3. The students will take the Map Skills Test. 

● Map Skills Test 

 

Accommodations 
for Special 
Populations 

Accommodations for instruction will be provided as stated on each student’s (IEP) 
Individual Education Plan for special education, 504, at risk, and ESL/Bilingual.  

 


