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UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit bundles student expectations that address the physical environment and human interaction 
with the environment.  An examination of physical geographic characteristics such as landforms, 
climate, distribution of natural resources, and natural disasters in important for understanding the 
physical environment.  Additionally, studying about human adaption and modification of the 
environment is important for understanding the demands being made on the environment.
Prior to this unit of study, students began studying geographic patterns by using maps and globes as 
tools and by comparing human geographic characteristics of places.
During this unit students continue to learn about geographic patterns by studying the characteristics 
of the physical environment including the effects of natural disasters on the physical environment, 
and about how humans adapt to and modify the physical environment.
In the next unit students study about the free enterprise system.

3.1 History. The student understands how individuals, events, and ideas have influenced the history 
of various communities. The student is expected to:
      3.1A Describe how individuals, events, and ideas have changed communities, past and 
      present.

3.4 Geography. The student understands how humans adapt to variations in the physical 
      environment. The student is expected to:
      3.4A Describe and explain variations in the physical environment, including climate, 
      landforms, natural resources, and natural hazards.
      3.4B Identify and compare how people in different communities adapt to or modify the 
      physical environment in which they live such as deserts, mountains, wetlands, and plains.
      3.4C Describe the effects of physical processes such as volcanoes, hurricanes, and 
      earthquakes in shaping the landscape. 
      3.4D Describe the effects of human processes such as building new homes, conservation,  
      and pollution in shaping the landscape.

3.5 Geography. The student understands the concepts of location, distance, and direction on 
      maps and globes. The student is expected to:
      3.5A Use cardinal and intermediate directions to locate places on maps and globes such as 
      the Rocky Mountains, the Mississippi River, and Austin, Texas, in relation to the local 
      community.
      3.5C Identify and use the compass rose, grid system, and symbols to locate places on maps
      and globes.
      3.5D Create and interpret maps of places and regions that contain map elements, including a 
      title, compass rose, legend, scale, and grid system.

3.17 Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use 
       information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The 
       student is expected to:
       3.17A Research information, including historical and current events, and geographic data, 
       about the community and world, using a variety of valid print, oral, visual, and Internet 
       resources.
       3.17E Interpret and create visuals, including graphs, charts, tables, timelines, illustrations, 
       and maps.
3.18 Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The 
        student is expected to:
        3.18B Use technology to create written and visual material such as stories, poems, pictures, 
        maps, and graphic organizers to express ideas.
        3.18C Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation.

ELPS
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See Instructional Focus Document (IFD) for TEK Specificity
Key Understandings The physical environment is shaped by physical geographic processes.

How does climate shape the physical environment of different communities?
How is the physical environment different and similar in communities?
How is the physical environment shaped by natural disasters?
What physical processes create landforms?

Humans adapt to the physical environment and shape the physical environment through 
modification.

What are some of the ways humans adapt to the physical environment?
What are some ways humans modify the physical environment?
How does modifying the physical environment change a community?

Misconceptions Students sometimes have difficulty seeing the effects of human modifications of the 
physical environment because these effects are not necessarily immediately 
observable. Discussions about conservation and stewardship of resources helps to 
further develop the concept of citizenship on a broader scale.

Students often understand that cardinal and intermediate directions are fixed on a 
map, yet they do not understand how those directions apply in the real world. For 
example, students often think that north is in front of them, south is behind them, 
west is on the left and east is on the right. Hands-on experiences with maps and 
compasses illustrating how cardinal and intermediate directions do not change 
position are crucial to the development of spatial reasoning.

Key Vocabulary climate – a pattern of weather over time in a particular area

landforms – physical geographic features on the surface of the earth

natural disaster – a natural event that causes damage or loss of lives

adapt – making adjustments because of existing conditions

modify – making changes to the existing conditions

physical environment – the combination of a place's physical characteristics. Everything in and on 
Earth's surface and its atmosphere within which organisms, communities, or objects exist is the 
environment in which they live. (deserts, mountains, wetlands, plains)

tornado -  a violent windstorm in the shape of a funnel cloud that reaches to the ground.

earthquake - a sudden and violent shaking of the ground, sometimes causing great destruction, as a 
result of movements within the earth's crust or volcanic action.

Hurricane -a huge storm that can be up to 600 miles across and have strong winds spiraling inward 
and upward at speeds of 75 to 200 mph. Each hurricane usually lasts for over a week, moving 10-20 
miles per hour over the open ocean. Hurricanes gather heat and energy through contact with warm 
ocean waters.

drought – an extended time without sufficient rainfall

volcanic eruption -a vent in the earth's crust through which magma (the term for lava when it is below 
the Earth's surface), rock fragments, gases, and ashes are pushed out from inside the earth

floods – too much rain

infrastructure - the basic facilities and installations that help a government or community run, 
including roads, schools, phone lines, sewage treatment plants and power generation.



Suggested Day 
5E Model

Instructional Procedures
 (Engage, Explore, Explain, Extend/Elaborate, Evaluate)

Materials, Resources, 
Notes

Day 1-3-
Engage/Explore

Engage
1. Distribute the Handout: Excerpts from Christopher Columbus 

Journals.
2. Introduce students to the concept of characteristics of the 

physical environment by reading excerpts from the journals of 
Christopher Columbus while students follow along.

3. On the first 1/3 of the drawing paper, students draw the 
physical environment of the islands as described by Columbus. 
This drawing becomes the first of the 3 Environments sketches; 
keep the drawing for use later in the lesson. 

4. Mayflies are one insect that is part of the environment of the 
Caribbean, where Columbus landed. Provide students with 
some background information about mayflies. Then access the 
poem “Mayflies” from Paul Fleischman’s Joyful Noise: Poems 
for Two Voices. 

Explore
1. Introduce students to characteristics of the physical 

environment including climate, landforms, natural resources, 
and natural hazards. Use information from the textbook 
(glossary, pictures, etc.) and other classroom materials to 
briefly define the categories of characteristics of the physical 
environment and build a basic understanding of them.

2. Distribute the Handout: Characteristics of the Physical 
Environment to each student.

3. Model the research process students will go through as they 
investigate more about physical characteristics of communities.

4. Relate the categories on the handout to the descriptions of 
Columbus’s journals and what we know about the islands 
where he landed. Show maps of Columbus’s journeys, the 
Caribbean Islands, and the world showing latitude and 
longitude for the West Indies and other islands.

5. Assign or allow students to choose a community they will 
investigate to find out about its climate, landforms, natural 
resources, and natural hazards. Offer communities with diverse 
physical characteristics; some examples could include: where 
their grandparents live; a place they went on vacation; a place 
that interests them. Students work in small groups (4 or fewer) 
to research one of the communities.

6. Student should write the name of chosen/assigned community 
at the top of the handout. The students will complete parts of 
the handout all throughout the lesson.

map of Columbus 
journeys drawing 
paper divided into 3 
sections 
information on 
mayflies in the 
Caribbean poem 
“Mayflies” from Paul 
Fleischman’s Joyful 
Noise: Poems for Two 
Voices
Handout: Excerpts 
from Christopher 
Columbus Journals 

information on 
climate, landforms, 
natural resources and 
natural hazards
climate data for the 
West Indies, 
Dominican Republic 
and Hispaniola
physical environment 
of the Caribbean
map of Columbus’s 
journeys
map of the West 
Indies
map: world map
Handout: 
Characteristics of the 
Physical Environment

Day 4-5 
–Explain/Explore

Explain
1. Distribute the Handout: Academic Vocabulary.
2. Student pairs think for 30 seconds about the content and 

vocabulary terms just addressed and then complete the three 
boxes on the handout for the first five words.

3. Think-Pair-Share: Partner A talks for 20 seconds about the 
physical environments of places using as many academic 
vocabulary terms as possible while Partner B listens. Partner B 
talks for 20 seconds using as many of the terms as possible 
and adding information to what Partner A shared without 
repeating.

Explore
1. Show a map of the world with latitude and longitude marked. 

Latitude is one geographic tool that influences climate.
2. Again model thinking by using Columbus’s journals and the 

maps. Use in depth questioning to facilitate a class discussion.
3. Distribute the Handout: Characteristics of the Physical 

Handout: Academic 
Vocabulary

map of the world with 
latitude and longitude
Handout: Excerpts 
from Christopher 
Columbus Journals
Atlantic winds and 



Environment to small groups of students (4 or fewer).
4. Students access information on the climate for the community 

that they are researching and add that information to their 
Handout: Characteristics of the Physical Environment.  

5. Facilitate a brief discussion where student volunteers share 
their data and compare the characteristics of communities, 
noting patterns they can predict.

6. Identify the communities from the desert, mountain, wetlands, 
and plains environments that were studied. Include in the 
discussion questions such as:

How do people in those different environments adapt 
to the physical environment?

Explain
1. Students write:

3 components of climate (temperature, wind, 
precipitation)
2 ways people adapt to the physical environment
1 interesting community studied

Columbus information 
on climate:
Handout: 
Characteristics of the 
Physical Environment
Various books on 
different communities 
– highlight the table of 
contents, glossary, 
and index

Day 6 
–Explore/Explain

Explore
1. Return to Columbus’s journals for examples of landforms he 

mentioned.
2. Students underline and identify landforms Columbus described.
3. Provide information about other landforms. Use the glossary 

and pictures from the textbook, as well as other classroom 
materials.

4. Show a physical map of the Caribbean region and pictures of 
landforms in the Caribbean region. Encourage students to 
identify landforms.

5. Students return to the Handout: Characteristics of the Physical 
Environment and access research materials to find out about 
landforms for the community they are researching. Students 
add information to their handout.

Explain
1. Students write:

1 landform identified by Columbus on the Caribbean 
Islands he visited
2 landforms found in the community you are 
researching
3 other kinds of landforms

Explore
1. Students access information on natural resources for the 

communities they are researching and add that information to 
their Handout: Characteristics of the Physical Environment.

2. Facilitate a discussion about information related to natural 
resources that students have found. Wherever possible, 
provide students with information about economic activities in 
the area to encourage students to see the connection between 
the physical environment and human activities.

Handout: Excerpts 
from Christopher 
Columbus Journals 
Handout: 
Characteristics of the 
Physical Environment 
map, physical map of 
the Caribbean region
pictures of landforms 
in the Caribbean 
region
maps, physical maps 
of communities being 
studied
information on 
landforms

information on natural 
resources
information on 
economic activities 

Day 7 
–Explain/Explore

Explain
1. Students access their copy of the Handout: Academic 

Vocabulary from Day 1. Using what they have learned about 
the physical environment of the desert, mountains, wetlands, 
and plains, students add information to terms 6-9.

2. Students return to the 3 Environments sketch drawings from 
Day 1. In the second section of the paper, they sketch the 
physical environment of the community they are researching, 
including indications of climate, landforms, and natural 
resources.

Explore

Handout: Academic 
Vocabulary from Day 
1
3 Environments 
sketch drawings from 
Day 1



1. Use the textbook, maps, and other resources including online 
interactive maps and real-time satellite resources to provide 
information on natural hazards around the world.

2. Complete the "Natural Hazard" section of the Handout: 
Characteristics of the Physical Environment about your chosen 
community.

3. Facilitate a discussion where students relate information they 
may have about natural hazards from personal experience and 
provide examples of how people in different communities adapt 
to the physical environment.

Explain
1. Students draw a picture of at least one natural hazard and 

explain one characteristic of the physical environment that can 
help predict where in the world this natural hazard might occur.

2. Students share their ideas with a partner.
3. Teacher circulates to check understanding, probe with 

questions, and clarify or correct information where needed.

Handout: 
Characteristics of the 
Physical Environment

Drawing paper

Day 8 
–Explore/Explain

Explore
1. Distribute another copy of the Handout: Characteristics of the 

Physical Environment to students, along with clipboards.
2. Lead students on a walk around the school.
3. As they walk, students remember the categories of 

characteristics they have been studying and, on the handout, 
make note of the climate, landforms, natural resources, and 
natural hazards of the local community. Record your findings 
on the handout.

4. Return to the classroom, where students investigate data on 
climate, landforms, natural resources, and natural hazards for 
the local community to complete the handout.

5. Facilitate a discussion where students use academic 
vocabulary to describe the physical environment of the local 
community.

Explain
1. Students draw a picture of the physical environment of the local 

community in the bottom third of the 3 Environments sketch 
drawings begun on Day 1

2. Students share their drawings of all three environments with a 
partner. Discussion should include as many of the Academic 
Vocabulary terms as possible.

3. Teacher circulates to check for understanding.

Clipboards
physical map of the 
local community
3 Environments 
drawings created on 
Day 1
Handout: 
Characteristics of the 
Physical Environment 

3 Environments 
sketch drawings from 
Day 1

Day 9 -Elaborate 1. Facilitate a discussion where students summarize 
characteristics of the various communities studied, make 
inferences about patterns and connections between the 
characteristics of the physical environments (latitude, climate, 
landforms, natural resources, and natural hazards) and then 
apply those patterns to communities in the desert, mountains, 
wetlands, and plains to draw conclusions.

2. Show a physical map of the world. One at a time, name and 
show students the location of other communities around the 
world (in the desert, in the mountains, in wetlands, and in 
plains).

3. Students use what they have learned to make predictions 
about the community’s physical environment and justify their 
statements.

4. Continue the discussion to allow students an opportunity to use 
academic language to answer the guiding questions and 
support the Key Understanding.

Different regions have different physical 
characteristics.

a) How do physical environments differ?
b) How do people in different communities 

a) map, physical 
map of the world 
with latitude 
marked



adapt to the physical environment?
Day 10 -Evaluate 1. Again perform the poem “Mayflies” on p. 8 of Paul 

Fleischman’s Joyful Noise: Poems for Two to remind students 
of what they will be creating.

2. In partners, students choose two communities to compare. The 
communities should be two communities studied in this lesson; 
one can be the local community.

3. Partners discuss the similarities and differences between the 
two communities.

4. Students individually use the Handout: Comparing Physical 
Characteristics of Communities to compare the Physical 
Characteristics of two communities.

5. With a partner, students create and perform a “poem for two 
voices” that explains the similarities and differences between 
the two communities compared on their Venn diagram.

poem “Mayflies” from 
Paul Fleischman’s 
Joyful Noise: Poems 
for Two Voices
Handout: Comparing 
Physical 
Characteristics of 
Communities 

Day 11-12- 
Engage/Explore/
Explain

Engage
1. Distribute the Handout: Map of the United States. Display 

slides 2 and 3 of the Teacher Resource: PowerPoint: 
Geography of a Place and allow students time to study them.

2. Show slide 4 and ask:
What can you tell about this place?

3. Facilitate a discussion where students use the academic 
language learned in previous days of this unit to talk about the 
physical environment of the place in the picture.

4. 4. Show slide 5 and continue discussion to include latitude.
5. Students add the location of Ashkum, Illinois, to their maps. 

Discuss what else students can identify on the map.
6. Show slides 6 and 7 and continue discussion to include 

climate.
7. Show slide 8 and summarize discussions.

Explore
1. Show slide 9. Students identify Texas and add Austin, the 

capital of Texas to their map. Students use the scale to gauge 
the distance from Austin, Texas, to Ashkum, Illinois.

2. Help students identify where the local community would be and 
then add it to the map. Students use the map’s scale and 
cardinal and intermediate directions to help identify where the 
local community belongs, discussing their decision-making 
process with a neighbor.

3. Show slide 10 and allow students to speculate on what they 
see.

4. Lead students to recognize the mountains.
5. Show slide 11 and explain the Continental Divide.
6. Students add the Rocky Mountains and the Mississippi River to 

their maps.
Explain

1. Students talk to a partner, using academic language to tell 3 
things they have learned to do using a map.

2. Allow partners a short amount of time to plan what to say. 
Partner A talks for 30 seconds while Partner B listens. Then 
Partner B talks for 20 seconds, adding new information that 
Partner A did not provide, while Partner A listens.

Explore
1. Continue discussion of the physical environment of the United 

States, referring back to the discussion of Ashkum, where 
glacial action created the flat prairies. Glacial action is a natural 
process. There are other natural processes that change the 
landscape. One other natural process is earthquakes.

2. Show slide 12 (earthquakes) and discuss patterns (see slide 
13).

Teacher Resource: 
PowerPoint: 
Geography of a Place
Handout: Map of the 
United States

Pshare/harper/3rd/S.S.

Teacher Resource: 
PowerPoint: 
Geography of a Place 
Handout: Map of the 
United States 
Small rulers or string 
for measuring and 
using the map’s scale
Map pencils
Maps of natural 
processes and natural 
hazards



3. Show slide 14 (volcanoes) and discuss patterns (see slide 15).
4. Show slide 16 (hurricanes) and discuss patterns.
5. If desired, show slide 17 (Pacific hurricanes, little impact on 

U.S.)
6. To deepen their understanding of natural processes and their 

effects on the physical landscape, students read and 
investigate appropriate sections in the textbook, other 
classroom and library resources, and approved internet sites.

Explain
1. Distribute the Handout: Natural Processes Cause-Effect. 

Student pairs discuss the learning from Day 1 and then 
complete the handout to summarize their learning. Students 
can draw pictures to help explain the processes.

2. Teacher circulates, listening, probing with questions, and 
clarifying and correcting information.

3. Student volunteers share their answers.

Handout: Natural 
Processes Cause-
Effect (1 per student)

Day 13 
–Explore/Explain

Explore
1. Show slide 18 and allow students to tell what they see.
2. Show slide 19 and allow students to tell what they see now.
3. And then slide 20 with the rivers added.
4. Distribute the Handout: Texas Map and the rulers or string.
5. Student pairs use a map in their textbook or other resource 

with Austin marked. They identify the location of Austin on the 
marked map and problem-solve how to accurately add it to 
their handout map. 

6. Students follow the same procedure with the local community, 
finding the location, adding it to their map, and then practicing 
explaining the relative location of the local community from 
Austin, from other cities, etc.

7. Students identify and add other features and locations to the 
map of Texas and then label them and create a legend to 
explain elements added (water parks I’ve been to, state parks, 
places I’ve visited, major cities, towns with ball teams, etc.)

8. Students make sure their map has all the required elements 
(TODAL).

Explain
1. Distribute a variety of maps to students.
2. Student pairs take turns describing the relative location 

between places using geographic tools (grid, symbols/legend, 
scale, compass rose)

3. Switch partners and describe other locations.

Teacher Resource: 
PowerPoint: 
Geography of a Place
Textbook or other 
resource with a map 
of Texas with a scale 
and with Austin 
marked
Small rulers or pieces 
of string for measuring 
distance with the 
scale
Handout: Texas Map 
(1 per student)

A variety of maps with 
geographic tools 

Day 14– 
Explore/Explain/Elab
orate

Explore/Explain
1. Distribute maps of the local community.
2. Working in pairs, students apply what they have learned about 

climate, landforms, natural resources, natural hazards, and 
natural processes to identify the explain the impact of these 
elements on the local community and the way the elements 
have caused people to adapt to their environment.

3. Students make a list of effects and use call-out boxes to label 
evidence of the characteristics they find (e.g., XYZ Lumber 
Company makes lumber for building houses from the timber 
natural resources on the local community; Little Joe’s Marina 
and Ski School is on Friendship Lake, showing one way people 
have adapted to the physical environment; the movie theater 
was rebuilt to stronger building codes after the hurricane 

Map of the local 
community with 
appropriate scale and 
other geographic tools 
marked (1 per 
student)



destroyed it; native plants that require less water were put in 
after the drought.)

Elaborate
1. Facilitate a discussion where students summarize their learning 

by answering the guiding questions and providing evidence to 
support the Key Understanding.

Physical characteristics of a place cause people to 
adapt to the physical environment
How do physical environments differ?
How do people in different communities adapt to the 
physical environment?
What are the effects of physical processes in shaping 
the landscape?
How are cardinal and intermediate directions used to 
locate places on maps and globes?

Day 15 –
Explore/Elaborate/
Evaluate

1. Students will work in teams and compete in the Risk activity.  
Key Skills will be:

Using a problem-solving process to identify a problem
Gather information
List and consider options
Consider advantages and disadvantages
Choose and implement a solution
Evaluate the effectiveness of the solution
Utilize a decision making process
Predict consequences

2. Students will complete Unit 3 Assessment.

Risk activity

Pshare/Harper/3rd/S.S.

Day 16-17— Engage 
Discuss differences in the community during the day and during the 
night. 
-how is the community modified to cope with night?
-who helps run the community at night?
-how is the community safe when it is dark?

Street lights
Glow strips on road
Night shift personnel (hospitals, police, fire)
Neighborhood watch

-have these modifications changed the landscape?

Review “adaptation”
-adapt to hot/cold weather, windy/rainy/dry weather.

-People ADAPT to the environment when they change themselves or 
what they do to match the environment. 
-People MODIFY the environment when they change the environment 
to fit their needs.

Explore/Explain
Human modifications
-If we want to drive from point A to point B, but there was a mountain in 
the way, how we would modify the landform to meet our needs?
-Dams, purpose of that modification is to meet the community need of 
electricity by harnessing the power from water and to also control 
flooding. 
-what are some modifications in our community that have been made to 
meet our needs?

P:\06Lacy\3rdGrade\C-
Scope Units 2013-
2014\2013-2014 Social 
Studies\Second Six 
Weeks\Unit 4 Lesson 3\ 
Landforms and 
Modifications PP



Roads
Schools
Libraries
Bridges
Power plants
Etc 

Show students a picture of the 4 landforms
-Desert, Mountain, Wetlands, Plains
-discuss/illustrate what modifications would be made to live in one of 
these landforms. 

P:\06Lacy\3rdGrade\C-
Scope Units 2013-
2014\2013-2014 Social 
Studies\Second Six 
Weeks\Unit 4 Lesson 
3\Landforms Char 
Properties

Day 8-19 – Explore/Explain
-Hand out Effects of Human Modifications on our Land
-Discuss as a class the modifications made to the landforms and the 
effects. 

-Emphasize discussion on pollution and conservation of water.

Elaborate/Evaluate
 Discuss a summary on Human Characteristics of Communities by 
answering the following questions with the class:
Physical features of the Earth:
-How do people in different communities adapt to or modify their 
physical environment>
-What are the effects of human processes in shaping the landscape?  
(building new homes, pollution, conservation)
-how are human characteristics of various regions the same and 
different? (address the physical environments studied: deserts, 
mountains, wetlands, and plains)

Human characteristics to meet needs of a community:
-how do people in communities meet their needs for government, 
education, communication, transportation, and recreation?
-how have individuals, events, and ideas changed communities?
-who/what are the individuals, events, and ideas that have helped to 
shape communities?
-how have individuals, events, and ideas contributed to the expansion 
of existing communities or to the creation of new communities?

P:\06Lacy\3rdGrade\C-
Scope Units 2013-
2014\2013-2014 Social 
Studies\Second Six 
Weeks\Unit 4 Lesson 3\ 
The Effects of Human 
Modification on Our Land

Key located below this file

Our Communities pg 72-
73

Day 20 – Evaluate
Have students write a letter to a community leader expressing an idea 
or suggestion of modifications that would improve the community or 
solve a problem.

Day 21 
–Explore/Explain

Explore – Physical Processes Occur Naturally
1. Students look at an anchor chart of the Physical Processes of 
Community to review the physical characteristics of a community. 
Students proceed to discuss the physical characteristics of their own 
community.
2. Students write notes using their chart (see the Handout: Naturally 
Occurring Physical Processes Chart).
3. Guide students to understand that physical processes are naturally 
occurring.

Handout: Naturally 
Occurring Physical 
Processes Chart



4. Students consider whether or not the physical characteristics of our 
community in the past were the same as the physical characteristics we 
see today in our community. 
5. Students consider if there have been any natural disasters in the 
past that brought significant changes to the physical landscape.
6. Encourage students to give examples.
Explain – Physical Processes in Our Community
1. Using the chart, students work in pairs or small groups to create a 
presentation about the physical characteristics of the community. 
Students include changes (causes and effects) and what has remained 
the same (causes and effects).
2. Students create a visual to illustrate at least 2 of the physical 
characteristics: one that has changed and one that has remained the 
same.

Day 22 
–Explore/Explain

Explore - Naturally Occurring Physical Processes
1. Explain the naturally occurring physical processes. Students use a 
chart to follow along with the explanation. Include explanations of 
weather and of natural disasters as a part of the physical processes. 
Help students understand that physical processes can destroy human 
processes.
2. Show visuals of each to help student understanding.
3. Explain how each of the four affects one another, and how human 
processes affect the physical processes.
4. Check for understanding to be sure students understand that human 
and physical processes affect one another.
Explain - Taking Care of Physical Processes is a Community 
Responsibility
1. Students write descriptions below the definitions on their chart and 
draw visuals for each of the four naturally occurring physical processes.
2. On the back of the paper, students write two sentences declaring 
what they can do personally to help take care of the community.

Handout: Naturally 
Occurring Physical 
Processes Chart

Day 23 
–Explore/Explain/Ela
borate

Explore- Then and Now
1. Students look at an anchor chart of the Human Characteristics of 
Community to review the human characteristics of a community and 
then participate in a class discussion about the human characteristics 
of their own community.
2. Students add appropriate notes on the chart they began on Day 3. 
(See Handout: Then and Now: Chart of Community Characteristics 
from Day 3)
3. Students consider whether or not the human characteristics of our 
community in the beginning were the same as they are today, or have 
they changed over time.
4. Students consider if there have been any natural disasters that made 
changes in the human characteristics. Or if there were there physical 
characteristics that made changes in the human characteristics.
Explain – Human Characteristics
1. Using the chart, students work in pairs or small groups to create a 
presentation about the human characteristics of the community, 
including what has changed and why, and what has remained the same 
and why.
2. Students create a visual to illustrate at least 2 of the human
characteristics of the community: one that has changed and one that 
has remained the same.
Elaborate – Human and Physical Characteristics
1. Facilitate a discussion about how human characteristics, such as 
building and construction can cause permanent change to physical 
characteristics of the community, and vice-versa.
2. Students write a speech to explain how human characteristics of 
their community have created changes in the physical characteristics. 
Make a case for careful city planning.

Handout: Then and 
Now: Chart of 
Community 
Characteristics



Day 24-25—
Evaluate

 

1. Design a poster that includes two pictures showing how the local 
community has changed over time. On the poster, tell about the 
physical, human, and cultural characteristics of the community at that 
time and explain how physical and human processes, including 
individuals, events, and ideas have changed the community.
2. Complete Unit 7 Quiz.

Unit 7 Quiz – 
Pshare/Harper/3rd/

      Socialstudies/
      3rd sixweeks

Day 26-28— Review - 3rd Six Weeks Review Review – 1 per 
student

Day 29 Evaluation – Administer 3rd Six Weeks Test Test – 1 per student

Accommodations 
for Special 
Populations

Accommodations for instruction will be provided as stated on each student’s (IEP) 
Individual Education Plan for special education, 504, at risk, and ESL/Bilingual. 


