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Course Description:  
The students will be participating in a variety of projects to include different mediums and methods of art, such as 
pen and ink, painting with watercolor, tempera, acrylics, ceramics, etching, drawing, textiles, and more.  They will 
also be learning about art history and incorporating core subjects such as reading, writing, history, math, and 
science.   
  

PERIOD OBJECTIVES 

1st Six Weeks 

Projects and Lessons 
• Name Project 

        Students will create an original drawing of the letters of their first name incorporating 
        elements of shape, form, color, and design.  

• Zen Doodle student portfolio 
                     Students will create an original portfolio incorporating art elements and principles of    
                     design.  These portfolios will be used to store student work throughout the year. 
          
                 Students will: 
                      Bring in  6-7 photographs that they personally took to use for future  
                      Projects.  (Animal, landscape, interesting property - old house, close up of flower 
etc.) 
                      Have a reference picture taken of them for use in later projects - at any time if a  
                           student cannot decide what to draw for an assignment they will use this portrait - if it applies. 
                      Get introduced to Artsonia and get permission slip signed and turned in. 

                   
Art Critiques:  Student will participate in several types of art critiques throughout year 
          including self, peer, teacher, and group. 

                Sketchbooks: Sketchbook assignments will be posted on the board, 3 complete drawings 
due                          
                         per week.  Students may work on them in class AFTER they finish the assigned work or 
at  
                         home. 

• Introduction to art 
Introduce the elements of art and the principles of design. 

• Introduction to drawing 
           Contour line drawing from an observational still life.  Students learn how to slow down    
           their drawing speed and to take time to see what they are drawing.  
 
           Observational still life : Using observational skills, student will create a drawing from 
real  
            life.  They will complete at least one drawing per class. If they finish early, they are to  
            correct mistakes found within their drawings or start over on the back of the paper.    
        
 
            Drawing from the right side of the brain: Students will learn how changing the      
            perspective on their subject can help their drawing skills.  I will read a few excerpts 
from  
            the book Drawing from the Right Side of the Brain and start students on guided  
            practice.  This lesson will allow observational skills to further develop, and all the  
            students will feel the creative process take over in their brain.  
 
            Students will choose an image from their personal image library to draw using the 
upside  



            down technique we just covered to help further their understanding of this drawing  
            technique.  
 
            1 point perspective drawing: By completing this lesson, students will be able to 
complete  
             a work of art that creates the illusion of space.  Imaginative drawing using personal  
             experience corresponds directly with art careers like architecture, landscape design,&  
             interior design.  Students will be given certain criteria to complete during this drawing  
             lab.                 http://www.olejarz.com/arted/perspective/ 
 
• Two Point Perspective 
           Students learn how to create an even greater illusion of depth on paper.  Using  
           personal experience, observational skills, and imagination they will create a city  
           block.  
 
• Art History 
            Cave Art/Prehistoric Art—students will learn how prehistoric people created art that 
was  
            relevant to them, what technology they used to create with, and cultural/historical 
factors  
            of their art.  Students will create a “Cave Painting” utilizing their new knowledge.   
           
            Egyptian Art—students will gain knowledge of the Ancient Egyptians and how cultural   
            influences affected their art and how their art has influenced other cultures.   By  
            completing an Egyptian Cartouche students will show basic understanding of the  
            Egyptian culture.   

 
                   Ancient Greek Art—Presentation on how the Ancient Greeks influenced other cultures 
by  
                   becoming the first to create art in a realistic/idealistic way.  Learn how Greek people  
                   used art for daily life and to express emotion.  Students will create a miniature Greek   
                   Vase using one of the classic vase forms.  Using paper mâchè paste students will 
cover  
                   sculpture armature and add decorative Greek designs with acrylic paints.   
 
        TEKS 

7th Grade- 7.1A – Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, personal 
experience, and school and community events.  

7.1B-Compare and contrast the use of art elements and principles, using vocabulary 
accurately.  

7.2A –Create artwork based on direct observations, personal experience, and imagination 

7.2B – Incorporate design into artworks for everyday life  

7.2C –Produce drawings, paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics, fiber art, photographic 
imagery, and electronic media-generated art, using a variety of materials. 

7.3A-Analyze ways that international, historical, and political issues influence artworks. 

7.3B- Analyze selected artworks to determine cultural contexts. 

7.3C- Identify career and vocational choices in art. 



7.4A Analyze and compare relationships, such as function and meaning, in personal 
artworks.                           

8th Grade – 8.1A Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, and personal 
experience and from experiences at school and community events. 

8.1B- Define a variety of concepts directly related to the art elements and principles, using 
vocabulary accurately. 

8.2A- Create artworks integrating themes found through direct observation, personal 
experiences, and imagination. 

8.2B- Apply design skills to communicate effectively ideas and thoughts in everyday life.       

8.2C- Select appropriate art materials and tools to interpret subjects or themes when 
producing drawings, paintings, sculptures, prints, ceramics, fiber art, photo-film making. 

8.3 B- Identify cultural ideas expressed in artworks relating to social, political, and 
environmental themes. 

8.4A Analyze with the teacher or peers personal artworks in progress, using critical 
attributes, and participate in individual and group critiques. 

8.4B-Analyze original artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions by peers and others to form 
conclusions about formal properties, historical and cultural contexts, intents and 
meanings. 

b. Which specific (TA) Technology Application TEKS are going to be addressed in the lesson 
unit? 

3B demonstrate proper etiquette and knowledge of acceptable use while in an individual 
classroom, lab, or on the Internet or intranet 

               3D Identify the impact of technology applications on society through research,  

             interview, and personal observation 

  

             5A Identify, create, and use files in various formats, such as text,  

             bitmapped/vector graphics, image, video, and audio files 

  

             7A Plan, create, and edit documents created with a word processor using readable  

             fonts, alignment, page setup, tabs, and ruler settings 

   

            10A Use productivity tool to create effective document files for defined audiences    

             such as slide shows, posters, multimedia presentations, newsletters, brochures,   



             and reports. 

 

2nd Six Weeks 

 
Projects and Lessons 

• Introduction to Shading 
                   Demonstrate how shading helps artwork obtain the realistic effect that most people 
want.   
                   Have students create a 10 box value scale  
 
                   Students will draw from a lighted still life utilizing at least five value tones.  They will be  
                   required to  create at least one drawing per class.   Students will be required to  
                   implement the observational skills they learned during the previous drawing lessons.  
                                       
                   Half and half drawing using student’s portrait from 1st week of school.  This lesson will  
                   allow students the opportunity to draw 50% of themselves using observational drawing  
                   skills and emerging shading skills to create a self portrait.  

• Sketchbook Design Project 
       Using your sketchbook, brainstorm and plan out how to design the cover of your  
       sketchbook.  Must come up with at least 5 ideas including a theme and color scheme. 
 
 

         
 
• Elements of Art Project 

     After learning about/reviewing the elements of art, plan and complete project 
     demonstrating understanding of each element of art. 

• Art History 
            Ancient Roman Art History—Students will learn how the Ancient Romans idealized the  
            Greek people, how to tell the difference between Greek and Roman art, Romans  
            influences on the rest of the world and some of the ways they created art.  Students 
will   
            create a Roman inspired mosaic using the materials supplied to their class.   

 
TEKS 
 

7th Grade- 7.1A – Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, personal 
experience, and school and community events.  

7.1B-Compare and contrast the use of art elements and principles, using vocabulary 
accurately.  

7.2A –Create artwork based on direct observations, personal experience, and imagination 

7.2B – Incorporate design into artworks for everyday life  

7.2C –Produce drawings, paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics, fiber art, photographic 
imagery, and electronic media-generated art, using a variety of materials. 



7.4A Analyze and compare relationships, such as function and meaning, in personal 
artworks.                           

8th Grade – 8.1A Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, and personal 
experience and from experiences at school and community events. 

8.1B- Define a variety of concepts directly related to the art elements and principles, using 
vocabulary accurately. 

8.2A- Create artworks integrating themes found through direct observation, personal 
experiences, and imagination. 

8.2B- Apply design skills to communicate effectively ideas and thoughts in everyday life 

 

3rd Six Weeks 

Projects and Lessons 
• Introduction to ceramics 
Students will use knowledge gained from studying Ancient Cultures to create original 
pieces of pottery.  During this unit students will investigate the properties of clay and 
ceramic glazes.  Students will learn how create a basic pinch pot and coil pot.  A vessel     
will be created following specified criteria.  Students will be able to name and 
discuss cultures who created art and functional art using clay.  Students will create a clay  
whistle using pinch pots. These whistles will be ornamented like an animal.  
• Exploring with Water Color 
            Students will create four different watercolors exploring the techniques: wax resist,  
            sgraffito, salt lift, french wash, wet on wet, how to add value and dry brush.   
• Art History 
            Indian Art lecture/discussion over India and the art that is produced there.  Students 
will  
            view a power point presentation that will show example of the different art forms that 
are  
            created followed by a discussion about the difference between fine art and crafts.    
            Students will create a fabric batik.   
 

 
TEKS 
 

7th Grade- 7.1A – Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, personal 
experience, and school and community events.  

7.1B-Compare and contrast the use of art elements and principles, using vocabulary 
accurately.  

7.2A –Create artwork based on direct observations, personal experience, and imagination 

7.2B – Incorporate design into artworks for everyday life  

7.2C –Produce drawings, paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics, fiber art, photographic 
imagery, and electronic media-generated art, using a variety of materials. 

7.3A-Analyze ways that international, historical, and political issues influence artworks. 

7.3B- Analyze selected artworks to determine cultural contexts. 



7.4A Analyze and compare relationships, such as function and meaning, in personal 
artworks.                           

8th Grade – 8.1A Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, and personal 
experience and from experiences at school and community events. 

8.1B- Define a variety of concepts directly related to the art elements and principles, using 
vocabulary accurately. 

8.2A- Create artworks integrating themes found through direct observation, personal 
experiences, and imagination. 

8.2B- Apply design skills to communicate effectively ideas and thoughts in everyday life.       

8.2C- Select appropriate art materials and tools to interpret subjects or themes when 
producing drawings, paintings, sculptures, prints, ceramics, fiber art, photo-film making. 

8.3 B- Identify cultural ideas expressed in artworks relating to social, political, and 
environmental themes. 

8.4A Analyze with the teacher or peers personal artworks in progress, using critical 
attributes, and participate in individual and group critiques. 

8.4B-Analyze original artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions by peers and others to form 
conclusions about formal properties, historical and cultural contexts, intents and 
meanings. 

b.  Which specific (TA) Technology Application TEKS are going to be addressed in the 
lesson unit? 

3B demonstrate proper etiquette and knowledge of acceptable use while in an individual 
classroom, lab, or on the Internet or intranet 

            3D Identify the impact of technology applications on society through research,  

             interview, and personal observation 

  

             5A Identify, create, and use files in various formats, such as text,  

             bitmapped/vector graphics, image, video, and audio files 

  

             7A Plan, create, and edit documents created with a word processor using readable  

             fonts, alignment, page setup, tabs, and ruler settings 

   

            10A Use productivity tool to create effective document files for defined audiences    

             such as slide shows, posters, multimedia presentations, newsletters, brochures,   



             or reports 

 

4th Six Weeks 

Projects and Lessons 
• Artist Project 

     Partner up for this project.  Pick an artist to research from the selected list.  Create a   
     poster board with basic facts about the artist including their name, picture, picture of 
     one of their artworks, and anything interesting you might find.  Both partners must  
     contribute equally to researching, creating poster, and presenting artist.  You must also 
     create a work of art in the style of the artist or a replica of one of their actual art works. 

• Printmaking project 
    Introduction to printmaking.  Discuss types of printmaking. Create 4 prints using  
    Beginning printmaking techniques. 

 
• Color Theory 
           Lecture on color.  Power point showing basic color theory.  Notes on the different  
           color terminology.  
           Color wheel with tempura paint. Color wheel needs to show primary, secondary colors,  
           and complementary colors. 
• Grid Drawing—students will learn how to get a realistic representation through the      
            use of a grid.  They will choose a personal image to draw.  Grid the photograph  
            and the paper and start drawing according to directions.  Shading will be  
            required. Chalk pastel  
• Color Pencil Drawing 

                 Using the personal pictures brought into class the students will choose one and    
                 complete using colored pencils.  Observational drawing skills, knowledge of  
                 color, mixing and shading will be graded.   

• Art History 
           Oriental art—Chinese and Japanese art lecture/discussion.  How their art has   
           influenced others.   

                       Recreate Chinese Porcelain plates/vase.  Scratch art.   
                 Print making similar to Japanese wood block printing—choose a design that  
                 would mimic the Oriental artist.  
               
             Middle Ages—Lecture/discussion about the Middle Ages - Culture and art.   
           Student will make a gargoyle out of clay.   
 
           Renaissance period—Lecture discussion about all the new technologies  
           developed at this time.  How these technologies influenced artist.  Show students  
           art work from the masters of this time their most famous art work.  Grid drawing  
           assignment to get a realistic representation of image. See above. 
 

 
TEKS 

7th Grade- 7.1A – Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, personal 
experience, and school and community events.  

7.1B-Compare and contrast the use of art elements and principles, using vocabulary 
accurately.  



7.2A –Create artwork based on direct observations, personal experience, and imagination 

7.2B – Incorporate design into artworks for everyday life  

7.2C –Produce drawings, paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics, fiber art, photographic 
imagery, and electronic media-generated art, using a variety of materials. 

7.3A-Analyze ways that international, historical, and political issues influence artworks. 

7.3B- Analyze selected artworks to determine cultural contexts. 

7.4A Analyze and compare relationships, such as function and meaning, in personal 
artworks.                           

8th Grade – 8.1A Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, and personal 
experience and from experiences at school and community events. 

8.1B- Define a variety of concepts directly related to the art elements and principles, using 
vocabulary accurately. 

8.2A- Create artworks integrating themes found through direct observation, personal 
experiences, and imagination. 

8.2B- Apply design skills to communicate effectively ideas and thoughts in everyday life.       

8.2C- Select appropriate art materials and tools to interpret subjects or themes when 
producing drawings, paintings, sculptures, prints, ceramics, fiber art, photo-film making. 

8.3 B- Identify cultural ideas expressed in artworks relating to social, political, and 
environmental themes. 

8.4A Analyze with the teacher or peers personal artworks in progress, using critical 
attributes, and participate in individual and group critiques. 

8.4B-Analyze original artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions by peers and others to form 
conclusions about formal properties, historical and cultural contexts, intents and 
meanings. 

b.  Which specific (TA) Technology Application TEKS are going to be addressed in the 
lesson unit? 

3B demonstrate proper etiquette and knowledge of acceptable use while in an individual 
classroom, lab, or on the Internet or intranet 

            3D Identify the impact of technology applications on society through research,  

             interview, and personal observation 

  

             5A Identify, create, and use files in various formats, such as text,  

             bitmapped/vector graphics, image, video, and audio files 



  

             7A Plan, create, and edit documents created with a word processor using readable  

             fonts, alignment, page setup, tabs, and ruler settings 

   

            10A Use productivity tool to create effective document files for defined audiences    

             such as slide shows, posters, multimedia presentations, newsletters, brochures,   

             or reports 

 

5th Six Weeks 

Projects and Lessons 
• Foil Project 

      Using heavy duty foil, create relief design/drawing with pencil and glue.  After glue 
dries, 
       cover with foil.  Using tool, carve design on top of foil.  Can use one or both 
techniques. 

• Sugar Skull Mask 
            After a brief student lead research into sugar skulls we will have a discussion about 
how  
            and why they are made.  Cultural facts will be presented.  Paper Mache or plaster of  
            Paris wrap.  Paint a solid color and add details with sharpies/paint pens. 
• Black & White 3 tone portrait 
            Students will zoom in on their portrait from 1st week of school grid their paper and  
            photograph.  They will then break the shadows down on their face to the main 3 grays  
            plus white do a contour line drawing around each shape/shadow.  Fill in with  
             tempura/acrylic paint. 
• Art History 

             Baroque art history—lecture discussion about how Baroque art came to be, what 
influenced  
             the artist, how this style influences us.  Students will come up with 5-6 symbols that  
             represents them.  They will then write an explanation about why the symbols represent  
             them.   
 
             Impressionism-- lecture discussion about how impressionism art came to be, what  
             influenced the artist, how this style influences us.  Study some of the masters of this 
period   
             focusing on Monet.  Students will create an oil pastel recreating Monet’s water lilies on 
toned  
             paper.  Students will focus on color, shadows and highlights to capture the moment.  
 
             Post Impressionism-- lecture discussion about how Post Impressionism art came to be, 
what  
             influenced the artist, how this style influences us.  Students will learn about the new 
science  
             and technology that inspired this era.  Artist: Seurat, Van Gogh, Cézanne.  Students will  
             create an art work In Seurat’s style using tempura paint and Q-tips or markers.   They will   
             use a personal reference picture.  
 
TEKS 

7th Grade- 7.1A – Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, personal 
experience, and school and community events.  



7.1B-Compare and contrast the use of art elements and principles, using vocabulary 
accurately.  

7.2A –Create artwork based on direct observations, personal experience, and imagination 

7.2B – Incorporate design into artworks for everyday life  

7.2C –Produce drawings, paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics, fiber art, photographic 
imagery, and electronic media-generated art, using a variety of materials. 

7.4A Analyze and compare relationships, such as function and meaning, in personal 
artworks.                           

8th Grade – 8.1A Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, and personal 
experience and from experiences at school and community events. 

8.1B- Define a variety of concepts directly related to the art elements and principles, using 
vocabulary accurately. 

8.2A- Create artworks integrating themes found through direct observation, personal 
experiences, and imagination. 

8.2B- Apply design skills to communicate effectively ideas and thoughts in everyday life 

8.2C- Select appropriate art materials and tools to interpret subjects or themes when 
producing drawings, paintings, sculptures, prints, ceramics, fiber art, photo-film making. 

8.4A Analyze with the teacher or peers personal artworks in progress, using critical 
attributes, and participate in individual and group critiques. 

8.4B-Analyze original artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions by peers and others to form 
conclusions about formal properties, historical and cultural contexts, intents and 
meanings 

 

6th Six Weeks 

Projects and Lessons 
• Op Art Cubes 
            Students get cube template, op art worksheet, and black marker.  They are to come up  
            with 6 different designs.  Each side of the cube template will be filled in then the cube  
            with be cut and folded into a cube.   
• Weaving/Textile Project 
            Choice of weaving or textile project or combination of two. 
• Food Art Project 

      Using what we have learned about artists and color theory this year, create a work of  
      food art.  It can be anything edible and artful.  A presentation will be required as well. 

• Art History 
              Cubism- lecture discussion about how Cubism art era came to be, what  
              influenced the artist, how this style influences us.  Study some of the masters of this 
period.   
                    (Picasso) 
              
              Surrealism – Magritte inspired self-portrait with one of the symbols they created with the  
                    Baroque art lessons in their faces like the apple.  Marker/colored pencil.   
               
              Modern Art—Select Artist—O’Keefe, Warhol, Riley,  



 
TEKS 

7th Grade- 7.1A – Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, personal 
experience, and school and community events.  

7.1B-Compare and contrast the use of art elements and principles, using vocabulary 
accurately.  

7.2A –Create artwork based on direct observations, personal experience, and imagination 

7.2B – Incorporate design into artworks for everyday life  

7.2C –Produce drawings, paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics, fiber art, photographic 
imagery, and electronic media-generated art, using a variety of materials. 

7.3A-Analyze ways that international, historical, and political issues influence artworks. 

7.3B- Analyze selected artworks to determine cultural contexts. 

7.3C- Identify career and vocational choices in art. 

7.4A Analyze and compare relationships, such as function and meaning, in personal 
artworks.                           

8th Grade – 8.1A Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, and personal 
experience and from experiences at school and community events. 

8.1B- Define a variety of concepts directly related to the art elements and principles, using 
vocabulary accurately. 

8.2A- Create artworks integrating themes found through direct observation, personal 
experiences, and imagination. 

8.2B- Apply design skills to communicate effectively ideas and thoughts in everyday life.       

8.2C- Select appropriate art materials and tools to interpret subjects or themes when 
producing drawings, paintings, sculptures, prints, ceramics, fiber art, photo-film making. 

8.3 B- Identify cultural ideas expressed in artworks relating to social, political, and 
environmental themes. 

8.4A Analyze with the teacher or peers personal artworks in progress, using critical 
attributes, and participate in individual and group critiques. 

8.4B-Analyze original artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions by peers and others to form 
conclusions about formal properties, historical and cultural contexts, intents and 
meanings. 

b.   Which specific (TA) Technology Application TEKS are going to be addressed in the 
lesson unit? 



3B demonstrate proper etiquette and knowledge of acceptable use while in an individual 
classroom, lab, or on the Internet or intranet 

            3D Identify the impact of technology applications on society through research,  

             interview, and personal observation 

  

             5A Identify, create, and use files in various formats, such as text,  

             bitmapped/vector graphics, image, video, and audio files 

  

             7A Plan, create, and edit documents created with a word processor using readable  

             fonts, alignment, page setup, tabs, and ruler settings 

   

            10A Use productivity tool to create effective document files for defined audiences    

             such as slide shows, posters, multimedia presentations, newsletters, brochures,   

             or reports 

 
 

 


