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Course Description: In music class, students receive year-long instruction on the keyboard, with individualized attention 
customized to each student’s level of developed proficiency. This music course also includes the study of music theory, 
families of instruments, music history, musical genres, and basic music composition. Students also develop their ability 
to write about and discuss a wide variety of music by analyzing in a music listening journal several times a week. 
  

PERIOD OBJECTIVES 

1st Six Weeks 

 
Objectives: Students are introduced to the keyboard and begin their study of playing the instrument. 
Basic music theory is introduced, including note identification, rhythm-reading, and the students’ 
ability to internalize rhythm and beat. Students immediately use this in practical application on the 
keyboards. Music- reading skills are especially emphasized in order to provide a strong foundation 
for the rest of the course. 

2nd Six Weeks 

 
Objectives: Students continue their keyboard study. Each student follows the same piano curriculum 
which gradually builds and expands the usage of musical skills. Students are frequently monitored in 
their progress at the keyboard and receive individualized instruction as they work independently. 
Students also begin to work in small ensembles (duets and trios) to learn to play the keyboard 
together, strengthening their listening and music-reading skills. 
Instruction on musical composition begins, and students write their own music, following parameters 
based on the music theory being practiced. This allows students to demonstrate their understanding 
of musical notation, rhythms, and the application of these on a real instrument. Musical vocabulary is 
pertaining to style and tempo settings and changes is introduced. 

3rd Six Weeks 

 
Objectives: Students are now able to perform with both hands simultaneously on the keyboard, and 
are using chords and more complex rhythms, including compound meter. At this point, students are 
also using extended hand positions on the keyboard. This part of the course includes an in-depth 
study of the entire keyboard family, including all keyboard instruments, important keyboard 
developments throughout music history, and noted pianists and composers. Students also study the 
Steinway legacy, exposing them to piano mechanics, sound production, and the connection between 
high-quality instrument construction and superior musicianship. 



 

 

4th Six Weeks 

 
Objectives: Students continue keyboard study as all other families of instruments are introduced. For 
each section, students are exposed to the history, significant composers and performers, and 
characteristics of the instrument’s sound production and timbre. Students will hear and see many 
examples of musicians playing instruments in a variety of settings.  
Students continue to practice more advance music theory, with a closer look at musical intervals to 
enhance keyboard ability, and to help develop the musical ear. 

5th Six Weeks 

 
Objectives: While continuing keyboard study, students learn about the major musical eras 
(Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Impressionist, Jazz, and Contemporary). Also, notable 
composers’ musical contributions and historical impact will be studied. With their recently acquired 
knowledge of each instrument, students can now analyze and listen to various musical compositions 
with a more critical ear. Students will compare and contrast musical eras and study the development 
of musical form (phrasing, AB, binary, tertiary, Rondo, etc.) 

6th Six Weeks 

 
Objectives: Students demonstrate the piano keyboard skills they have acquired in a recital. After 
having studied music’s developments throughout history, students will analyze the music of this past 
century, with particular attention to Jazz music and its development in Rock.  Students demonstrate 
their theory skills in a final composition project. 
Music vocations and careers are also explored and discussed. 

 
 

 


