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Course Description: Junior High Choir introduces the principles and techniques of vocal production, with special 
attention paid to developing the adolescent voice. Students perform at least four concerts during the school year, each 
with new repertoire. Music theory basics and a wide variety of musical styles are introduced (from Classical to 
Broadway to Pop), broadening the students’ understanding and appreciation of music. Students participate in at least 
two choral concerts and perform in a Spring Choral Festival. 
 
 
  

PERIOD OBJECTIVES 

1st Six Weeks 

 
 Objectives:  Students are introduced to all areas of healthy vocal production, including vowel 
formation, diction, articulation. Appropriate posture and breath support and control are also 
demonstrated and practiced. Students become able to demonstrate the differences between basic 
vocal registers, and practice transitioning between them. Students learn how to identify musical 
notation, and practice reading and writing rhythmic and simple melodic patterns. Musical phrasing 
and form are also introduced. 
 
TEKS: 8.1.1 (A) Demonstrate characteristic vocal timbre individually and in groups. 
 
8.1.1 (B) Describe in detail intervals, music notation, voices, and musical performances, using 
standard terminology. 
 
8.1.1 (C) Identify music forms presented aurally and through music notation. 
 

2nd Six Weeks 

 
Objectives:  Students develop their use of pure vowel formation, consonant enunciation.  Practicing 
matching pitch and determining correct musical phrasing is emphasized, while students also develop 
their rhythmic accuracy by demonstrating an internalized pulse. Students study music of various 
styles and cultures, including the study of world music in its native language.  
 
TEKS: 8.2.1 (A) Perform independently with accurate intonation and rhythm, demonstrating 
fundamental skills and basic performance techniques. 
 
8.2.1.(B) Perform expressively, incorporating appropriate stylistic qualities. 
 
8.2.1 (C) Perform, from memory and notation, a varied repertoire of music representing styles from 
diverse cultures. 
 



 

 

3rd Six Weeks 

 
Objectives:  Students continue to work on choral repertoire that develops their practice of balance, 
blend, and intonation between choir sections. At this point, students practice a stronger usage of 
breath control, phrasing, pitch and rhythmic accuracy, and use of dynamics. Sight-reading melodies 
in simple meters in both major and minor keys is rehearsed. Students practice notating basic 
melodies and rhythms. The first choral concert of the year is performed. 
 
TEKS: 8.2.1 (D) Demonstrate small and large ensemble performance techniques during formal and 
informal concerts. 
 
8.2.2 (A) Sight-read music in treble and/or other clefs in various keys and meters. 
 
8.2.2 (B) Notate meter, rhythm, pitch, and dynamics, using standard symbols. 
 
8.2.2. (C) Interpret music symbols and terms referring to dynamics, tempo, and articulation when 
performing. 
 

4th Six Weeks 

 
Objectives: Students work on repertoire that includes more advanced rhythmic and melodic phrases, 
including the concept of dotted rhythms and rests. More practicing of assigning rhythmic patterns to 
speech patterns is used, while students continue to develop their own sense of rhythm. The ability to 
classify and categorize traits of music from diverse genres and cultures is emphasized. 
 
TEKS: 8.2.3 (A) Create complex rhythmic and melodic phrases. 
 
8.2.3 (B) Arrange complex rhythmic and melodic phrases. 
 
8.3.1 (A) Classify aurally-presented music representing diverse styles, periods, and cultures. 
 

5th Six Weeks 

 
Objectives: Students are introduced to various careers in music, and also deepen their 
understanding of historical and world music. The significance and background of these varying styles 
are explored and discussed. Students compare and contrast uses of music throughout today’s 
society, and also learn more about how music relates to other areas. Students compete/perform in 
the Spring Choral Festival. 
 
 TEKS:  8.3.1 (B) Describe music-related vocations and avocations. 
 
8.3.1 (C) Perform music representative of diverse cultures, including American heritage. 
 
8.3.1 (D) Relate the content, the concepts, and the processes of subjects other than the arts to those 
of music. 
 

6th Six Weeks 

 
Objectives: At this point, students will be able to demonstrate an important set of vocal music criteria: 
breathing, blend, balance, intonation, style, dynamics, both individually and as an ensemble. 
Students will also practice evaluating performances of themselves and others using these learned 
areas. The final choral concert of the year is performed. 
 
TEKS: 8.4.1 (A) Design and apply criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of music and 
musical performances. 
 
8.4.1 (B) Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of personal musical performances. 
 
8.4.1. (C) Apply specific criteria appropriate for the style of the music and offer constructive 
suggestions for improvement. 
 
8.4.1.(D) Exhibit concert etiquette during live performances in a variety of settings. 
 
 

 
 


