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Lesson # 1 

Stated Objectives: 
TEK # and SE 

8.1C Advocate a position using anecdotes, analogies, and/or illustrations employing eye 
contact, speaking rate, volume, enunciation, a variety of natural gestures, and conventions of 
language to communicate ideas  
8.5A Establish purpose for reading assigned and self-selected texts 
8.5B Generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding 
and gain information 
8.5C Make and correct or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and 
structures 
8.5E Make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society 
8.5F Make inferences and use evidence to support understanding  
8.5G Evaluate details read to determine key ideas 
8.5H Synthesize information to create new understanding 
8.6A Describe personal connections to a variety of sources, including self-selected texts 
8.6B Write responses that demonstrate understanding of texts, including comparing sources 
within and across genres 
8.6C Use text evidence to support an appropriate response 
8.6D Paraphrase and summarize texts in a way that maintains meaning and logical order 
8.6E Interact with sources in meaningful ways such as note taking, annotating, freewriting, or 
illustrating 
8.6G Discuss and write about the explicit or implicit meanings of text 
8.6H Respond orally or in writing with appropriate register, vocabulary, tone, and voice 
8.6I Reflect on and adjust responses as new evidence is presented 
8.6J Defend or challenge the authors’ claims using relevant text evidence 
8.8D Analyze characteristics and structural elements of informational text, including: 
8.8D.i the controlling idea or thesis with supporting evidence; 
8.8D.ii features such as footnotes, endnotes, and citations; and  
8.8D.iii multiple organizational patterns within a text to develop the thesis  
8.8E Analyze characteristics and structures of argumentative text by:  
8.8E.i identifying the claim and analyzing the argument; 
8.8E.ii identifying and explaining the counter argument; and  
8.8E.iii identifying the intended audience or reader 
8.8F Analyze characteristics of multimodal and digital texts 
8.9A Explain the author’s purpose and message within a text 
8.9B Analyze how the use of text structure contributes to the author’s purpose  
8.9C Analyze the author’s use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes 
8.9D Describe how the author’s use of figurative language such as extended metaphor 
achieves specific purposes 
8.9F Analyze how the author’s use of language contributes to the mood, voice, and tone 
8.9G Explain the purpose of rhetorical devices such as analogy and juxtaposition and of logical 
fallacies such as bandwagon appeals and circular reasoning  
8.10A Plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for a particular topic, purpose, and 
audience using a range of strategies such as discussion, background reading, and personal 
interests 
8.10B Develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing by: 
8.10B.i organizing with purposeful structure, including an introduction, transitions, and 
coherence within and across paragraphs, and a conclusion; and  



 

 

8.10B.ii developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought with specific facts, details, and 
examples;   
8.10C revise drafts for clarity, development, organization, style, word choice, and sentence 
variety 
8.10D Edit drafts using standard English conventions 
8.10E Publish written work for appropriate audiences 
8.11C Compose multi-paragraph argumentative texts using genre characteristics and craft 
8.11D Compose correspondence that reflects opinion, registers a complaint, or requests 
information in a business or friendly structure 
8.12A Generate student-selected and teacher-guided questions for formal and informal inquiry 
8.12B Develop and revise a plan 
8.12C Refine the major research question, if necessary, guided by the answers to a secondary 
set of questions 
8.12D Identify and gather relevant information from a variety of sources  
8.12E Differentiate between primary and secondary sources 
8.12F Synthesize information from a variety of sources 
8.12G Differentiate between paraphrasing and plagiarism when using source materials 
8.12H Examine sources for: 
8.12H.i reliability, credibility, and bias, including omission; and 
8.12H.ii faulty reasoning such as bandwagon appeals, repetition, and loaded language 
8.12I Display academic citations and use source materials ethically  
8.12J Use an appropriate mode of delivery, whether written, oral, or multimodal, to present 
results 

See Instructional Focus Document (IFD) for TEK Specificity 
Key 
Understandings 

● Readers can convey their understanding through a variety of responses. 
● Writing is a recursive process that includes several stages and is essential to crafting 

focused, coherent, and well-developed compositions. 
● Genres are categories of written or performed works, characterized by similarities in 

structures, features, form, and content. 
● Writers can create meaning in a text by utilizing the author's craft. 
● Readers and writers engage in research to justify, challenge, or gain knowledge about 

an idea. 
● Effective oral language helps me express ideas, thoughts, and feelings with others and 

understand what others think and feel. 
●  

Misconceptions None identified by the Instructional Focus Document on TEKS Resource System 

Key Vocabulary  
● Audience — the intended target group for a message, regardless of the medium   
● Author’s craft — intentional and deliberate use of organizational patterns, text and 

graphic features, syntax, devices, and diction to create an effective written work; 
author’s craft may vary by genre 

● Author’s purpose — the reason an author writes about a particular topic (e.g., to 
persuade, to entertain, to inform, to explain to analyze, etc.); the reason an author 
includes particular details, features, or devices in a work  

● Bias  — a particular inclination, feeling, or opinion about a subject that is often 
preconceived or unreasoned 

● Citation — a reference to the author’s name, title of work, date published, publisher, 
and/or page numbers of quoted or paraphrased text in a shortened in-text notation or 
in a longer bibliographic entry  

● Credibility — the quality of having reliable and trustworthy characteristics which may 
be influenced by an author having expertise on a topic, using unbiased and accurate 
reasoning, evidence, and sources to support ideas, and providing current and up-to-
date information 

● Inquiry — an act of searching for information or knowledge about a particular subject 
or topic 

● Multimodal — the strategic integration of two or more modes of communication to 
create meaning, including written and spoken texts, images, gestures, music, digital 
texts and media, and live performances     

● Paraphrase — to restate the meaning of something in different words. 



 

 

Paraphrasing alters the exact wording of the source and transmits its ideas or 
information without evaluation or interpretation. 

● Plagiarize— to present the ideas or word of another as one’s own without 
crediting the source 

● Primary source — a source from the time in which an event being studied 
occurred and created by someone who was present at the event 

● Reliable source — a credible or believable source. Some questions to evaluate 
credibility might be: Is the author a respected authority on the subject? Does the 
author support opinions with strong argumentation and reasoning? How current 
is the information? 

● Research process — the process of objectively investigating and collecting information 
regarding a particular subject in order to discover facts, theories, perspectives, etc. 

● Secondary source — a source that is a step removed from the original accounts 
of an event or experience 

● Synthesize — to combine elements and parts to form a coherent whole 

 Related Vocabulary: 

● Direct quote 
● Ethical use of sources 
● Presentation 
● Writing Process 

 

Suggested Day 
5E Model 

Instructional Procedures 
(Engage, Explore, Explain, Extend/Elaborate, Evaluate) 

Materials, Resources, 
Notes 

Day 1  
Monday,  
April 12 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.1C 
8.8D.i 
8.8D.ii 
8.8D.iii 

Title: What, How, and Who Do You Know?  The People, the 
Places, and the Things that Happened 
Objective: Students will identify significant issues and figures 
that shaped the sixties by reading and analyzing characteristics 
and structural elements of several informational texts.  
 
STAAR Review: Plot: review Plot and complete short passage 
and questions together or independently.  
 
Opening: Students will identify significant issues and figures 
that shaped the sixties by reading and analyzing characteristics 
and structural elements of several informational texts.  Discuss 
and identify important figures, such as MLK Jr., JFK, LBJ, 
Nixon, The Beatles, etc. 
View: View video clip (1:54-5:56)  

● After viewing the clip, have students build on their 60s 
knowledge page 

Write: Have students answer the following questions in their 
comp books.  

● What events and issues were most significant? 
● In what ways were separate issues and events related? 
● What impact did individuals, their decisions, and their 

actions have on the 60s? 
Closing: In comp books, have students list three major issues 
of the 60s, five important names, and 3 questions they would 
like to ask someone from the 60s. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mUc2eLe-ruI 
(video clips) 
https://www.pbs.org/opb/t
hesixties/educator/unit1.ht
ml 
http://www.thepeoplehisto
ry.com/1960s.html 
https://www.history.com/t
opics/1960s 
https://learningenglish.voa
news.com/a/american-
history-the-1960s-10-
years-that-changed-a-
nation-
134041543/114624.html 
 
Weekly Powerpoint 
 
STAAR Review form 

Day 2  
Tuesday,  
April 13 
Engage 
Explore 

Title: Something’s Happenin’ Here 
 
Objective: Students will explore ways in which pop culture 
influenced the sixties by reading and analyzing the 
characteristics and structural elements of an informational text.  

http://www.pbs.org/opb/th
esixties/timeline/ (click 
launch for interactive 
timeline)  



 

 

Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.8D.i 
8.8D.ii 
8.8D.iii 

 
STAAR Review: Author’s Purpose/Theme: review Author’s 
Purpose and how it affects the Theme. Have students read 
short passages and answer questions together or 
independently.  
 
Opening: Ask students to discuss what they know about music, 
art, books, and movies/television from the sixties. 
 
View: Timeline  

● Timeline is interactive. Click on links and give students 
a chance to get a feel for the decade. 

 
View: Video Clip: The Beatles  
 
Discussion: Have students discuss the importance of The 
Beatles and the “British Invasion” to music.  
 
Writing: In comp books, have students respond to the following 
prompt: 

● The sixties are synonymous with The Beatles. When 
we look back in thirty years on this decade, which 
musicians will be synonymous with this era? 
 

https://mentalitch.com/mu
sic-of-the-1960s/ 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=w88VXGTrQ5c 
 
Weekly Powerpoint 
 
STAAR Review form 

Day 3 
Wednesday, 
April 14 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.1C 
8.8E.ii 
8.8E.iii 

Title: Analyze the Argument 
 
Objective: Students will analyze the credibility of an author’s 
claim and analyze the arguments, counter arguments, and 
reliable sources presented in one of two argumentative essays 
covering the topics of the 1960s counterculture and the two 
leaders of the Civil Rights Movement.  
 
STAAR Review: Point of View: review point of view types. 
Discuss types of point of view and how to identify. Read short 
passages and have students answer questions together or 
independently.  
 
Opening: Review the concept of the counterculture that 
ravished the 1960s era, as well as the major similarities and 
differences between Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcom X, and 
the impact they had on the Civil Rights Movement.  
 
Closing: With your group, discuss and advocate your position: 
Did the counterculture movement or Civil Rights movement 
have the higher impact on changing the social injustices of 
America during the 1960s? Who had the better philosophy and 
platform for all races in America during the Civil Rights 
Movement: MLK or Malcom X? Support your position based on 
text evidence found in each article.  
 

https://gradesfixer.com/fre
e-essay-examples/whose-
philosophy-made-the-
most-sense-for-america-
in-the-1960s/ 
https://countercultureinthe
1960s.weebly.com/essay-
one.html  
 
Weekly Powerpoint 
 
STAAR Review form 

Day 4 
Thursday,  
April 15 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 

Title: Research 
 
Objective: Students will generate topics for independent 
research/study. Topics should be related to our novel unit, The 
Outsiders; however, broader, more advanced topics may be 
allowed at teacher discretion. Each research topic generated 
must contain the number of sources requested and must be 

Topic Selection 
Refinement of  Topic  
Identify Research 
Questions/Goals  
Create a Your Research 
Plan  
Begin Research  
Discuss Plagiarism and 



 

 

 
8.11C 
8.12A 
8.12B 
8.12E 

adequately explained/represented both in the multimedia 
presentation and argumentative essay.  
 
Opening: Introduce research project and have students 
choose their topic. 
 
Research: Students will research their topic on chromebooks or 
computers in the library. 
 

Primary/Secondary 
Sources 
 

Day 5 
Friday, 
April 16 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.10A 
8.10B 
8.10B.i 
8.10B.ii 
8.11C 
8.12D 

Title: Research 
 
Objective: Students will research a chosen topic related to the 
sixties and use the information found to begin the first draft of 
an argumentative essay.  
 
 
Research: Students will research their topic on chromebooks or 
computers in the library. 
 
Closing: Think-Pair-Share: What position or social class would 
you have been a part of if you were a teenager in the 1960s? 
Would you join any of the social movements of the time period?  

Continue Research  
Refinement of Research 
Questions 
Plan First Draft 
Write First Draft 
Begin Slides  
Make Presentation Notes  
Plan Presentation Details 
 
Chromebooks/Computer 
Lab 
Writing Utensil  

Day 6 
Monday, 
April 19 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.10C 
8.10D 
8.12F 
8.12G 
8.12H.i 
8.12H.ii 

Title: Presentations  
 
Objective: Students will follow the presentation rubric and 
present their 60s presentations to the class. Students will 
actively listen and take notes of information presented by each 
of their peers.  
 
STAAR Review: Theme: review Theme, have students 
practice finding the theme by reading short passages and 
answering questions independently.  
 
Closing: Exit ticket: What was your favorite and most 
informational presentation of the day? Why? 

Presentations eight per 
class/per day (DRESS UP 
IN 60s WARDROBE) 
 
STAAR Review form 

Day 7 
Tuesday, 
April 20 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.10E 
8.12G 
8.12I 

Title: Frontloading the “Outsiders” 
 
Objective: The students will make critical correlations between 
their research projects and the aspects that prepare them for 
better reading comprehension of “The Outsiders.”  
 
STAAR Review: Theme: review Theme, have students 
practice finding the theme by reading short passages and 
answering questions independently.  
 
Students will understand the vocabulary/slang needed for the 
novel.  Record their vocabulary in the INB. 
 
Be prepared, this is a 13- min. video, but covers many 
necessities. 
 
Closing: What is something you’d like to say to, or ask, SE 
Hinton before starting her book? 

Powerpoint: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CjMYB_DtDQ8 
 
STAAR Review form 



 

 

 

Day 8 
Wednesday, 
April 21 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.1C 
8.6H 
8.6E 
8.12I 
8.12J 

Title: The Outsiders 
 
STAAR Review: Theme: review Theme, have students 
practice finding the theme by reading short passages and 
answering questions independently.  
 
Objective: Students will read Chapter 1.. Students will learn 
about objects and characters that will be introduced during 
Chapter 1. 
 
Opening: Introduce the Characterization poster.  Each class 
will be given a character to annotate as they read. 
 
Write: Set up the Double Entry Journal in Comp Books, 
students will add characters and their traits as they are 
introduced.  

 
Read: Chapter 1a, pages 1-9. 
 
Closing: What was something that you noticed that is 
quintessential 1960s? 
 
 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
Comp. Books 
Assign students body 
characterization chart on 
Ponyboy. 
 
STAAR Review form 

Day 9 
Thursday, 
April 22 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.1C 
8.6H 
8.6E 
8.12I 
8.12J 

Title: The Greasers 
 
Objective: As a pre-reading strategy, students will make and 
adjust predictions, ask essential questions, relate new learning 
to background experiences, and respond to anticipatory 
questions. During the lesson students will demonstrate active 
listening behaviors in a variety of situations and by analyzing 
information, ideas, and opinions to determine relevance. 
Students will develop and refine an extended vocabulary 
through listening and exposure to a variety of texts and 
independent reading.Students will clarify word meanings 
through the use of a word’s definition, example, restatement, or 
contrast. 
 
STAAR Review:  
 
Opening: Background Knowledge– movies, drive-ins, 
mustangs, and Cherry Valance. Discuss the characters and the 
importance of family and friends. There is a brother dynamic 
and Ponyboy is the youngest.  
 
Complete and submit characterization chart on Ponyboy Curtis. 
 
Quick share out and marking of characterizations on their 
projects.  Cite as marked. 
 
Read: Chapter 1b (pages 9-18) 
 
Write: Chapter 1 Comprehension Questions. 
 
Closing: Identify the P.O.V. of “The Outsiders.” 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
Complete 
Characterization Traits for 
Ponyboy.  

Day 10 
Friday, 

Title: The Greasers 
 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 



 

 

April 23 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.1C 
8.6H 
8.6E 
8.12I 
8.12J 

Objective: Students will compare and analyze the author's 
perspectives of a character, personality, topic, setting, or event. 
Students will begin to locate and analyze the elements of 
setting, characterization, and plot to construct understanding of 
how characters influence the progression and resolution of the 
plot. Students will write responses to literature and develop 
insights into interpretations by referring to textual information for 
chapter boxes. 
 
Opening: Direct vs. Indirect Characterization 
 
Read: Chapter 2a (pages 19-27) 
 
Write: Each class will be divided into groups and each group 
will be assigned a character. Groups will work together to 
create posters to identify the characterization we identify for 
each character – indirect and direct characterization of the 
characters (i.e.: words, quotes, drawings, doodles, notes, 
thoughts) on their characterization body projects.  Virtual 
students will use body characterization chart.  The in class 
project is a full body graphic organizer. 
 
Closing: What is your first impression of Cherry Valance? 
Explain with textual evidence.  

Characterization Body 
Project:  Cherry Valance 
 
Chapter 2 digital copy 
attached in drive. 

Day 11 
Monday, 
April 26 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5B 
8.5E 
8.6A 
8.11D 

Title: The Socs 
 
Objective: Students will compare and analyze the author's 
perspectives of a character, personality, topic, setting, or event. 
Students will begin to locate and analyze the elements of 
setting, characterization, and plot to construct understanding of 
how characters influence the progression and resolution of the 
plot. Students will write responses to literature and develop 
insights into interpretations by referring to textual information for 
the quiz. 
 
STAAR Review: Main Idea/Details: Review main idea and 
details. Have students read short passages and identify main 
idea and details 
 
Opening: To what extent does a person’ environment 
determine their success and happiness? Is it possible to 
overcome your environment? If so, how? 
 
Read: Chapter 2b (pages 28-36) 
 
Write: Characterization chart on Cherry Valance.  Full body for 
in person and one pager for virtual. 
 
Closing: On copy paper, create a story map. Label and identify 
the exposition of the story map.  

The novel “The Outsiders” 
Characterization Project 
 
Complete chapter 2 
reading and 
characterization chart on 
Cherry Valance. 
 
Quickwrite:  use prompt in 
lesson. 
 
STAAR Review form 

Day 12 
Tuesday, 
April 27 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 

Title: Greasers vs. Socs 
 
Objective: Students will demonstrate active listening behavior 
during class discussion and during group activity. 
Students will demonstrate active listening by analyzing 
information, ideas, and opinions to determine relevance to the 
discussion. Students will present ideas and opinions 
spontaneously, orally, and appropriately in response to a topic, 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
Characterization Project 
 
Venn Diagram 
 
Venn diagram on 
Greasers v. Socs. 



 

 

 
8.5E 
8.5F 
8.5H 
8.6E 
 

other speakers, and the literature. Students will identify and use 
organizational structures to comprehend information by using a 
Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the Greasers and Socs. 
Students will gather, select, and organize the most effective 
information appropriate to a topic and task as they complete the 
Venn Diagrams. 
 
STAAR Review: Inference. Review how to make inferences 
when reading. Use schema and what the text says. Have 
students read short passages and answer questions together or 
individually.  
 
Opening: Create/fill in a Venn Diagram for the Greasers and 
the Socs. Discuss the purpose of a Venn Diagram. 
 
Read: Chapter 3a (pages 36-44) 
 
Write: Review what makes a solid DEJ (page, decent quote, 
reaction). Then, students work on DEJ for Ch. 1-3 and transfer 
important characterization notes to the project. 
 
Closing: Think back to our vocabulary words from 5SW. 
Paraphrase what Ponyboy said to Cherry and identify the 
significance of his word choice.  

 
Cherry Valance 
characterization chart 
due. 
 
Chapter 3 reading. 
 
STAAR Review form 

Day 13 
Wednesday 
April 28 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5C 
8.5E 
8.6E 
8.6H 

Title: Different Groups 
 
Objective: Students will demonstrate active listening behavior 
during class discussion and during group activity. 
Students will demonstrate active listening by analyzing 
information, ideas, and opinions to determine relevance to the 
discussion. Students will present ideas and opinions 
spontaneously, orally, and appropriately in response to a topic, 
other speakers, and the literature. Students will identify and use 
organizational structures to comprehend information by using a 
Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the Greasers and Socs. 
Students will gather, select, and organize the most effective 
information appropriate to a topic and task as they complete the 
Venn Diagrams. 
 
STAAR Review: Poetry. Review elements of poetry and 
figurative language used. Have students read poems and 
answer questions.  
 
Opening: Are different groups treated differently? Why? 
 
Read: Chapter 3b (pages 44-52) 
 
Write: Chapters 1-3 Quiz. 
 
Closing: Comp Book – who is currently your favorite character? 
Why? Who is your least favorite character? Why? 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
Characterization Project 
 
 
quiz chps 1-3 
 
 
STAAR Review form 
 
 

Day 14 
Thursday, 
April 29 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 

Title: “Nothing Gold Can Stay” 
 
Objective: Students will demonstrate their understanding by 
automatically setting a purpose for reading, making and 
adjusting predictions, asking essential questions, and relating 
new learning to background experiences. Students will locate 
and analyze the elements of setting, characterization, and plot 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
Characterization Posters 
 
Quickwrite following the 
prompt under the “writing” 
 



 

 

Evaluate 
 
8.6B 
8.6C 
8.6E 
8.6G 
8.9A 
8.9F 

to construct understanding of how characters influence the 
progression and resolution of the plot. Students will read 
critically by identifying, analyzing, and applying knowledge of 
the theme, structure, style, and literary elements of fiction and 
providing support from the text as evidence of understanding. 
Students will respond critically to text ideas and the author’s 
craft by using textual evidence to support interpretations. 
Students will be able to identify and understand the author’s 
use of analogies and metaphors by examining the gang/family 
relationship in the novel. 
 
STAAR Review: 
 
Opening: How is a gang like a social club? How is it like family? 
 
Read: Chapter 4a (pages 53-60) 
 
Write: Characterization Posters and DEJ for Ch. 3 and 4.  
 
Closing: Discussion on “Nothing Gold Can Stay” – Text-to-Self 
connection: how does this relate to something in your life? 

Chapter 4 reading 

Day 15 
Friday, 
April 30 
 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.6B 
8.6D 
8.6H 
8.9B 

Title: Train to Nowhere 
 
Objective: Students will demonstrate their understanding by 
automatically setting a purpose for reading, making and 
adjusting predictions, asking essential questions, and relating 
new learning to background experiences. Students will locate 
and analyze the elements of setting, characterization, and plot 
to construct understanding of how characters influence the 
progression and resolution of the plot. Students will read 
critically by identifying, analyzing, and applying knowledge of 
the theme, structure, style, and literary elements of fiction and 
providing support from the text as evidence of understanding. 
Students will respond critically to text ideas and the author’s 
craft by using textual evidence to support interpretations. 
Students will be able to identify and understand the author’s 
use of analogies and metaphors by examining the gang/family 
relationship in the novel. 
 
Opening: What do you think it takes to make someone a 
superhero? AND… Reflect on Chapter 4a. 
 
Read: Chapter 4b (pages 61-67) 
 
Write: Chapter 4  Comprehension Questions 
 
Closing: Get into your characterization groups. Add one 
indirect characterization example for each of our characters. 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
Characterization Posters 
 
Plot Diagram of what has 
happened so far… 
hint...no resolution. 

Day 16 
Monday, 
May 3 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.1C 

Title: Word Choice and Dialogue  
 
Objective: Students will identify and add direct quotes to each 
characterization poster and explain the significance of the 
character’s word choice.  
 
STAAR Review: Nonfiction Text. 
 
Opening: When was a time in your life where you did not 
include others? Why did you make that choice? 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
Characterization poster 
 
Chapter 5 Reading 
 
STAAR Review form 



 

 

8.5B 
8.5G 
8.6C 
8.6D 
8.9F 

 
Read: Chapter 5a (pages 68-76) 
 
Write: Characterization poster activity and identify the rising 
action and climax on our story maps (be sure to include a visual 
for each part of our story map). 
 
Closing: Johnny obtains several items from the store. What is 
the reasoning behind each item? 
 
 
 

Day 17 
Tuesday, 
May 4 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5E 
8.6C 
8.6H 
8.9F 

ALGEBRA-I STAAR 
Title: The Soc Spy/Text-to-Self Connections 
 
Objective: Students will make text-to-self connections 
explaining the significance of the soc spy’s actions and what 
they would have expected if this had been their reality.  
 
STAAR Review: Making Connections Across Genres 
 
Opening: What would you have done to keep from being bored 
while hiding out? 
 
Read: Chapter 5b (pages 77-84) 
 
Write: Chapter 5 Comprehension Questions 
 
Closing: Are you and each of your siblings treated differently at 
home? Explain.  

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
Characterization Project- 
add more or recreate 
traits for Ponyboy, copied 
and add more from day 
13 student work. 
 
Chapter 5 Reading 
 
 

Day 18 
Wednesday, 
May 5 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5C 
8.6G 
8.6I 
8.9D 
8.9A 

Title: Ponyboy Vs. Sodapop 
 
Objective: Students will identify character development and 
compare their first impressions of the characters to how they 
feel about them at this point in the plot, and include textual 
evidence to support their opinions.  
 
STAAR Review: 
 
Opening: What is your current impression of Johnny, Darry and 
Ponyboy? Why does Darry treat Sodapop and Ponyboy 
differently? 
 
 
Read: Chapter 6a (pages 85-91) 
 
Write:  SAR on the opening question. 
 
Closing: How do you feel you fit in today’s social circles? 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
S.A.R.  
 
Chapter 6 reading 

Day 19 
Thursday, 
May 7 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 

SCIENCE STAAR 
 

Title: Plot Diagram of the Outsiders 
 
Objective: Students will use increasingly complex text guides to 
understand different text structure and organizational patterns 
(e.g. chronological sequence or comparison and contrast). 
Students will locate and analyze the elements of setting, 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
colorful writing utensils  
 
characterization project 
 
Chapters 4-6 Quiz 



 

 

 
8.5C 
8.6G 
8.6I 
8.9A 
8.9D 
 
 

characterization, and plot to construct understanding of how 
characters influence the progression and resolution of the plot. 
Students will read critically by identifying, analyzing, and 
applying knowledge of the theme, structure, style, and literary 
elements of fiction and providing support from the text as 
evidence of understanding. 
 
Opening: What are the technical definitions of climax, falling 
action, and resolution as labeled on a story map? 
 
Read: Chapter 6b (pages 92-99) 
 
Write: Add in the climax and falling action on our story map 
 
Closing: Add to characterization body project. 
 
 

Day 20 
Friday, 
May 7 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5E 
8.5F 
8.6E 
8.9B 
8.9F 

HISTORY STAAR 
 

Title: A Greaser or A Soc?  
 
Objective: Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and 
applying knowledge of the theme, structure, style, and literary 
elements of fiction and providing support from the text as 
evidence of understanding. Students will write responses to 
literature and develop insights into interpretations by connecting 
to personal experiences and referring to textual information. 
Students will respond critically to text ideas by analyzing Robert 
Frost’s poem, “Nothing Gold Can Stay”.  Complete TPDASST 
graphic organizer on the poem. 
 
Opening: Journal: Are you a Greaser or a Soc? Why? 
 
Read: Chapter 7a (pgs 100-110) 
 
 
Closing: What mood was created after reading the Newspaper 
headline concerning Dally, Ponyboy, and Johnny? 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
Weekly Powerpoint 
comp. book 
 
Reading Chp 7 reading 
 
Robert Frost’s poem 
“Nothing Gold Can Stay” 
 
TPDASST graphic 
organizer 
 
journal response 

Day 21 
Monday, 
May 10 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5E 
8.5F 
8.6B 
8.6G 

Title: “Feel Good” Stories  
 
Objective: Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and 
applying knowledge of the theme, structure, style, and literary 
elements of fiction and providing support from the text as 
evidence.  
 
Opening: What is the significance of Randy’s character? 
 
Read: Chapter 7b (pgs 110-118) 
 
Write: Characterization chart on Randy. 
 
Closing: Text-to-World Connection: What comes to mind 
immediately when you hear the word “Hospital?” 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
Characterization poster 
on Randy. 
 
Chapter 7 reading 

Day 22 
Tuesday, 
May 11 
Engage 

Title: Hospital Memories 
 
Objective: Students will write responses to literature and 
develop insights into interpretations by connecting to personal 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
Characterization Project 
 



 

 

Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5F 
8.6C 
8.6H 
8.6I 

experiences and referring to textual information. Students will 
use increasingly complex text guides to understand different 
text structure and organizational patterns (e.g. chronological 
sequence or comparison and contrast). 
 
Opening: Create a timeline to illustrate the events leading up to 
the rumble.  
 
Read: Chapter 8 (pgs 119-130) 
 
Write: Complete sequence timeline. 
 
Closing: What can you infer about Cherry’s personally based 
on the fact that she doesn’t go to the hospital?  

Chapter 8 reading 
 
Colorful writing utensils 
 
Complete conflict chart. 

Day 23 
Wednesday, 
May 12 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.6C 
8.9B 
8.9F 

Title: The Rumble! 
 
Objective: Students will locate and analyze the elements of 
setting, characterization, and plot to construct understanding of 
how characters influence the progression and resolution of the 
plot. 
 
Opening: Identify our main character. Why do you think he/she 
keeps the plot moving along? If something happened to 
him/her, what direction would the plot take? Can you compare 
this concept to another book you’ve read or a television 
show/movie you’ve watched?   
 
Read: Chapter 9a (pgs 131-140) 
 
Write:Characterization Posters and Double Entry Journal for 
Ch. 9 
 
Closing: Add the final falling action to our story map. 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
 
chapter 9 reading 
 
characterization poster 
 
poster for story map 
 
colorful writing utensils  
 
Double Entry Journal DEJ 

Day 24 
Thursday, 
May 13 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5E 
8.6B 
8.6C 
8.6D 

Title: To Rumble or NOT to Rumble? 
 
Objective: Students will read critically by identifying, analyzing, 
and applying knowledge of the theme, structure, style, and 
literary elements of fiction and providing support from the text 
as evidence of understanding. 
 
Opening: Create a pros/cons chart--Why would these two 
groups of people think a rumble is a good idea, or why not? 
Where does this mentality come from? 
 
Read:  Chapter 9b (pgs 140-149) 
 
Write: Chapter 9  Comprehension Questions quiz. 
 
Closing: Infer--What did Johnny say to Ponyboy before… and 
what do you think that meant to Ponyboy? 
 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
Chapter 9 reading 
 
Chapter 7-9 quiz. 

Day 25 
Friday, 
May 14 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 

Title: Character Concerns/Big Brother 
 
Objective: Students will read critically by identifying, analyzing, 
and applying knowledge of the theme, structure, style, and 
literary elements of fiction and providing support from the text 
as evidence of understanding. 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
Characterization Projects:  
Darry. 
 
Chapter 10 reading 



 

 

Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5F 
8.6C 
8.6H 
8.9B 

 
Opening: What are some of your biggest concerns for our 
characters?  If you were Darry, what would your next actions be 
regarding your life and your brothers’ lives?  
 
Read: Chapter 10  
 
Write:  Characterization Chart for Darryl. 
 
Closing: What are your frustrations right now with S.E. Hinton? 
 

 
 

Day 26 
Monday, 
May 17 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.6A 
8.6B 
8.6C 
8.9B 

Title: Examples of Friendship/Ponyboy Predictions 
 
Objective: Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and 
applying knowledge of the theme, structure, style, and literary 
elements of fiction and providing support from the text as 
evidence of understanding. 
 
Opening: What is a prediction that you made early on in the 
book, that has been correct? 
 
Read: Chapter 11 
 
Write: What is something you wish had happened differently in 
the story? 
 
Closing: Write: Write a journal entry to the opening prompt. 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
 
 
Chapter 11 
 
Journal entry. 
 

Day 27 
Tuesday, 
May 18 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5E 
8.5F 
8.5H 
8.6A 
8.6B 

Title: Examples of Friendship/Ponyboy Predictions 
 
Objective: Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and 
applying knowledge of the theme, structure, style, and literary 
elements of fiction and providing support from the text as 
evidence of understanding. 
 
Opening: What is a moment in this book that defines friendship 
for you? Find the page and copy the piece from the book. 
 
Read: Chapter 11 
 
Write: Write about a friendship you have experienced that 
relates to those in the story.  
 
Closing: Write: Write a journal entry to the opening prompt. 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
 
 
Chapter 11 
 
Journal entry. 

Day 28 
Wednesday, 
May 19 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5F 
8.5G 
8.6D 
8.6E 

Title: Examples of Friendship/Ponyboy Predictions 
 
Objective: Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and 
applying knowledge of the theme, structure, style, and literary 
elements of fiction and providing support from the text as 
evidence of understanding. 
 
Opening: What is something you relate to in the story? 
 
Read: Chapter 12 
 
Write: Write about a friendship you have experienced that 
relates to those in the story.  
 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
 
 
Chapter 12 
 
Journal entry. 



 

 

Closing: Write: Write a journal entry to the opening prompt. 

Day 29 
Thursday, 
May 20 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5E 
8.5F 
8.6B 
8.6E 

Title: Examples of Friendship/Ponyboy Predictions 
 
Objective: Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and 
applying knowledge of the theme, structure, style, and literary 
elements of fiction and providing support from the text as 
evidence of understanding. 
 
Opening: Do you agree with the ending? 
 
Read: Chapter 12 
 
Write: Chapter 10-12 quiz 
 
Closing: Write: Write a journal entry to the opening prompt. 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
 
 
Chapter 12 
 
Journal entry. 
 
Chapter 10-12 quiz. 

Day 30 
Friday, 
May 21 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5F 
8.5G 
8.6B 
8.6C 
8.6D 

Title: Character changes 
 
Objective: Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and 
applying knowledge of the theme, structure, style, and literary 
elements of fiction and providing support from the text as 
evidence of understanding. 
 
Opening:How did Ponyboy change throughout the story? 
 
Read: Journal, character trait chart 
 
Write: Character changes from beginning to end of the story.  
 
Closing: Write: Write a journal entry to the opening prompt. 

The novel “The Outsiders” 
 
 
 
Chapter 12 
 
Journal entry. 

Monday, Day 31 
May 24 

Semester Exams N/A 

Day 32 
Tuesday, 
May 25 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.6B 
8.6C 
8.6G 
8.6E 

 
Semester Exams 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Day 33 
Wednesday,  
May 26 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.6B 

 
Semester Exams 

EARLY RELEASE 
 

Title: The Last Day of School  
 
Objective: Students will reflect over the year spent in Reading. 
 
Discuss: Brags and Busts of the year 
 

 
 
journal reflection log “I 
wish my teacher 
knew..”ch 



 

 

8.6C 
8.6G 
8.6E 

Write: “I Wish My Teacher Knew…”  
 

 
Accommodations 
for Special 
Populations 

Accommodations for instruction will be provided as stated on each student’s (IEP) 
Individual Education Plan for special education, 504, at risk, and ESL/Bilingual.  

 


