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Six Weeks Period: 6th Grade Level & Course: Honors Social Studies 8 

Timeline:  10 Days Unit Title: Lincoln’s Assassination and Reaction Lesson # 1 
of 1 

Stated Objectives: 
TEK # and SE 

8.1 History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in U.S. history through 1877. The student 
is 
expected to: 
8.1A Identify the major eras and events in U.S. history through 1877, including colonization, revolution, drafting of the Declaration of 
Independence, 
creation and ratification of the Constitution, religious revivals such as the Second Great Awakening, early republic, the Age of Jackson, 
westward 
expansion, reform movements, sectionalism, Civil War, and Reconstruction, and describe their causes and effects. 
Readiness Standard 
8.1B Apply absolute and relative chronology through the sequencing of significant individuals, events, and time 
periods. 
Supporting Standard 
8.9 History. The student understands the effects of Reconstruction on the political, economic, and social life of 
the nation. The 
student is expected to: 
8.9A Evaluate legislative reform programs of the Radical Reconstruction Congress and reconstructed state 
governments. 
Supporting Standard 
8.9B Evaluate the impact of the election of Hiram Rhodes Revels. 
Supporting Standard 
8.9C Explain the economic, political, and social problems during Reconstruction and evaluate their impact on 
different 
groups. 
Readiness Standard 
Social Studies Skills TEKS 
8.16 Government. The student understands the process of changing the U.S. Constitution and the impact of 
amendments on 
American society. The student is expected to: 
8.16B Describe the impact of 19th-century amendments, including the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments, on life in the 
United 
States. 
Readiness Standard 
8.21 Citizenship. The student understands the importance of the expression of different points of view in a 
constitutional 
republic. The student is expected to: 
8.21C Summarize a historical event in which compromise resulted in a peaceful resolution. 
Supporting Standard 
8.29 Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired 
through 
established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The 
student is 
expected to: 
8.29B Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, 
contrasting, 
finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and 
conclusions. 
8.29D Identify points of view from the historical context surrounding an event and the frame of reference which 
influenced 
the participants. 
8.29E Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event. 
8.29J Pose and answer questions about geographic distributions and patterns shown on maps, graphs, charts, 
models, 
and databases. 
8.30 Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected 
to: 
8.30A Use social studies terminology correctly. 
8.30B Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, punctuation, and proper citation of sources. 
8.30D Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information. 
8.31 Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently 
and with 
others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to: 
8.31A Use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, 
consider 
advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the 



solution. 
8.31B Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify 
options, 

predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision. 

See Instructional Focus Document (IFD) for TEK Specificity 

Key 
Understandings 

Political, economic, and social differences may lead to change. 

Legislation impacts society. 

Misconceptions • Many students make the assumption that once the Civil War ended, life in the United 
States immediately returned to normal 

 

Key Vocabulary  • Reconstruction – process of restoring, reorganizing or repairing 
• Civil rights – rights to personal liberty 
• Assassination 
• John Wilkes Booth 
• Ford’s Theater 
• Radical Republicans 
• Conspiracy 

 

Suggested Day  
5E Model 

Instructional Procedures 
 (Engage, Explore, Explain, Extend/Elaborate, Evaluate) 

Materials, Resources, Notes 

Day 1 
Engage 

Bell Ringer: Discuss attitudes of the north and south after the 
Civil War and how both sides felt about Lincoln’s leadership 
Instruction: Direct teach basic facts leading up to and 
surrounding Lincoln’s assassination and the conspiracies 
Students will take basic notes in comp books while monitored by 
teacher 

• Lincoln 
Assassination 
Lecture Notes 

• Comp Books 
• Pen or Pencil 

Day 2  Bell Ringer: Review key people involved and show photos of 
them 
Instruction: Complete direct teach on Lincoln’s assassination.  
Show the cartoon diagram 

• Same as above 

Day 3  Bell Ringer: Introduce essay topic: Who do you believe was 
involved in Lincoln’s assassination? Why? (7-10 sentences) 
Tell students that at the end of class, they will be responding to 
this essential question in their comp books and must be ready to 
read their theories in class on Day 4. 
Show ppt over Lincoln’s Assassination.  Look at the primary 
sources and photos and discuss possible alternatives to what 
they have previously learned. Shared the Lincoln/Kennedy 
Coincidences.  
Have students write their essays (theories) 

• Comp Books 
• PPT 



Day 4  Review essay/theory topic.  Have students share their 
perspectives (justified with history fact) with class and discuss. 

• Comp Book with 
student theories 

Day 5  Complete the presentation of student theories and show 
documentary on the hunt for John Wilkes Booth. (PSHARE) 

• PSHARE 

Day 6  Continue to view the documentary on the hunt for John Wilkes 
Booth and pause and discuss 

• PSHARE 

Day 7  Complete the documentary and discuss how the facts in this 
source differ or are the same as previous information.  Ask 
students to record any changes they would like to make in their 
theories.  Share and discuss. 

• Access to PSHARE 
Drive 

• Comp Books with 
student theories 

Day 8  Read Carl Sandburg’s Tribute to Abraham Lincoln to the class 
and discuss. 
Complete a puzzle activity over the life and achievements of 
Abraham Lincoln. 

• Copy of Carl 
Sandburg’s Tribute to 
Lincoln 

• Copies of Puzzle 

Day 9  Students will grade their puzzle from Day 8. 
Complete Unit Review and grade together. 

• Copies of the Puzzle 

Day 10  Unit Assessment/Exam • Copies of Unit 
Assessment/Exam 

 

Accommodations 
for Special 
Populations 

Accommodations for instruction will be provided as stated on each student’s (IEP) 
Individual Education Plan for special education, 504, at risk, and ESL/Bilingual.  

 


