
 

 Campus: Clark Middle School and Southard Middle School 

Author(s):] Robisonn and Streubel Date Created / Revised: February 2022 

Six Weeks Period: 5th  Grade Level & Course: Regular 8th Reading 

Timeline:  5 (29 Days)  Unit Title: Interpretation and Response Across Genres 
Lesson #1 

Stated Objectives: 
TEK # and SE 

8.5A Establish purpose for reading assigned and self-selected texts. 
8.5B Generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding 
and gain information. 
8.5C Make and correct or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and 
structures. 
8.5E Make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society. 
8.5F Make inferences and use evidence to support understanding. 
8.5G Evaluate details read to determine key ideas. 
8.5H Synthesize information to create new understanding. 
8.6A Describe personal connections to a variety of sources, including self-selected texts. 
8.6B Write responses that demonstrate understanding of texts, including comparing sources 
within and across genres. 
8.6C Use text evidence to support an appropriate response. 
8.6D Paraphrase and summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order. 
8.6EInteract with sources in meaningful ways such as note taking, annotating, freewriting, or 
illustrating. 
8.6G Discuss and write about the explicit or implicit meanings of text. 
8.6H Respond orally or in writing with appropriate register, vocabulary, tone, and voice. 
8.6I Reflect on and adjust responses as new evidence is presented. 
8.7A Analyze how themes are developed through the interaction of characters and events. 
8.7B Analyze how characters’ motivations and behaviors influence events and resolutions of 
conflict. 
8.7C Analyze non-linear plot development such as flashbacks, foreshadowing, subplots and 
parallel structures and compare it to linear plot development and; 
8.7D Explain how the setting influences the values and beliefs of characters. 
8.8A Demonstrate knowledge of literary genres such as realistic fiction, adventure stories, 
historical fiction, mysteries, humor, fantasy, science fiction and short stories; 
8.8B Analyze the effects of graphic elements such as punctuation and line length in poems 
across a variety of poetic forms such as epic, lyric and humorous poetry. 
8.8C Analyze how playwrights develop dramatic action through the use of acts and scenes. 
8.8D Analyze characters and structural elements of informational texts; including  
8.8D.i The controlling idea or thesis with supporting evidence; 
8.8D.ii features such as footnotes, endnotes and citations, and; 
8.8D.iii multiple organizational patterns within a text to develop the thesis 
8.8E Analyze characteristics of structures of argumentative text. 
8.8E.i Identifying the claim and analyzing the argument. 
8.8E.ii  Identifying and explaining the counter argument 
8.8E.iii Identifying the intended audience or reader. 
8.8F Analyze characteristics of multimodal and digital texts. 
8.9A Explain the author's purpose and message within a text. 
8.9B Analyze how the use of text structure contributes to the author's purpose. 
8.9C Analyze the author's use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes. 
8.9D Describe how the author’s use of figurative language such as extended metaphor achieves 
specific purposes. 
8.9E Identify and analyze the use of literary devices, including multiple points of view and irony. 
8.9F Analyze how the author’s use of language contributes to the mood, voice and tone. 



8.9G Explain the purpose of rhetorical devices such as analogy and juxtaposition and of logical 
fallacies such as bandwagon appeals and circular reasoning. 
8.10A Plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for a particular topic, purpose, and 
audience using a range of strategies such as discussion, background reading, and personal 
interests. 
8.10B Develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing by: 
8.10B.i organizing with purposeful structure, including an introduction, transitions, coherence 
within and across paragraphs, and a conclusion; and 
8.10Bii developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought with specific facts, details, and 
examples; 
8.10C revise drafts for clarity, development, organization, style, word choice, and sentence 
variety; 
8.10D Edit drafts using standard English conventions, including: 
8.10E Publish written work for appropriate audiences. 
8.11A Compare literary texts such as personal narratives, fiction and poetry genre 
characteristics and craft 
8.11B Compose informational texts, including multiple paragraph essays that convey 
information about a topic using a clear controlling idea or thesis statement and genre 
characteristics and craft. 
8.11C Compose multi-paragraph argumentative texts using genre characteristics and crafts 

See Instructional Focus Document (IFD) for TEK Specificity 

Key Understandings ● Readers can interact with texts in a variety of meaningful ways to enhance 
understanding and comprehension. 

● Readers make inferences about the implicit meanings in texts. 
● By comparing texts, readers gain greater insight into those texts. 
● By making connections between (or synthesizing) various details in a text or across 

texts, readers can deepen understanding of a text. 
● Readers/Listeners can verify their understanding of a text with responses that contain 

supporting evidence. 
● Reflecting about a text creates new understandings about oneself, other perspectives, 

and the world. 
● Literary texts comprise the genres of literary/narrative nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and 

drama and are meant to tell a story or entertain in an aesthetic/artistic way. 
● Literature/literary texts lends itself to multiple interpretations, but some interpretations 

may be more valid based on evidence from the text. 
● Argumentative texts are a genre of nonfiction that present a position on an issue in order 

to persuade the reader. 
● Informational texts are a genre of nonfiction that objectively explain, describe, or define a 

topic without taking a position. 
● Texts may include a variety of multimodal elements that impact meaning. 
● Writers use a variety of important genre characteristics to convey meaning and support 

their purposes when writing a text. 
● Reading about a topic in various texts that include different genres can enhance 

understanding of that topic. 
● Writers write for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
● Writers think about purpose and audience when crafting texts and understand how a 

writer effectively achieves his/her purpose. 
● Writers use a variety of strategies to communicate a message (theme, central/controlling 

idea, thesis, or claim) either directly or indirectly through a variety of strategies, including 
language and literary/rhetorical devices. 

● A writer’s style is characterized by their unique use of language, including word 
choice/diction syntax, devices, etc. 

● A writer’s tone is affected by purpose, topic, and intended audience. 
● A writer’s message and purpose is influenced by cultural and historical contexts. 

Misconceptions Misconceptions/ Underdeveloped Concepts: 



● Students may be confused about the difference between purely objective, factual 
informational texts that explain or define a topic such as encyclopedia entries, some 
news articles, etc. and argumentative texts that take a position on a topic or aim to 
persuade the reader.   

● Students may not be aware that all texts have a message and that when we read literary 
texts we call this message a theme, when we read informational texts we call this 
message a controlling idea/thesis, and when we read argumentative texts we call this 
message a claim. Similarly, all texts from all genres utilize genre characteristics and 
author’s craft, but the specific characteristics and craft used per genre often vary; 
however, there are some genre characteristics and author’s craft that are similar across 
genres. 

Underdeveloped Concepts: 

● Students may have limited experience comparing texts across literary, informational, and 
argumentative genres and may be unfamiliar with ways authors can discuss the same 
topic through various genres. 

Key Vocabulary  
● Audience — the intended target group for a message, regardless of the medium 
● Author’s craft — intentional and deliberate use of organizational patterns, text and 

graphic features, syntax, devices, and diction to create an effective written work; author’s 
craft may vary by genre 

● Author’s purpose — the reason an author writes about a particular topic (e.g.,  to 
persuade, to entertain, to inform, to explain, to analyze,  etc.); the reason an author 
includes particular details, features, or devices in a work  

● Context — the words, sentences, or passages that precede, follow, or surround a 
specific word, sentence, or passage 

● Digital text — an electronic text read on a computer screen or other electronic device 
that may include images, sound, video, and other multimodal interactive and embedded 
elements 

● Genre — the type or class of a work, usually categorized by form, technique, or 
content 

● Key ideas  — important ideas throughout a work that support the central message, 
theme, tone, etc. 

● Multimodal texts — the strategic integration of two or more modes of communication to 
create meaning, including written and spoken texts, images, gestures, music, digital 
texts and media, and live performances  

● Organizational patterns — the pattern an author constructs as he or she organizes 
his or her ideas and provides supporting details 

● Paraphrase  — restate the meaning of something in different words. Paraphrasing 
alters the exact wording of the source and transmits its ideas or information 
without evaluation or interpretation. 

● Summarize — to reduce large sections of text to their essential points and main 
idea. Note: It is still important to attribute summarized ideas to the original source. 

● Synthesize  — to combine elements and parts to form a coherent whole 
● Text structure  — the way or pattern in which an author organizes ideas within a text 
● Tone  — the author’s particular attitude, either stated or implied in writing 
● Style — the unique characteristics that describe a writer’s use of language; diction, 

syntax, sentence fluency, figurative language, and voice all contribute to a writer’s style    

  
Related Vocabulary: 

● Close Reading 
● Peer Review 
● Writing Process 



Suggested Day 
5E Model 

Instructional Procedures 
(Engage, Explore, Explain, Extend/Elaborate, Evaluate) 

Materials, Resources, Notes 

Day 1 
Tuesday,  
February 22, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5A 
8.5B 
8.5H 
8.6E 
8.8A 

Writing Conferences-Question #25 out of 4th Six Weeks 
Test 
Focus: Fiction 

➢ Objective: We will identify the genre and analyze 
“Starting from Scratch” 

➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary and Definitions (List 1) 
○ Gimkit every day this week  
○ Conflict  
○ Excerpt 
○ Figurative language 
○ First-person point of view 

➢ Review “Starting from Scratch” [Fiction] (STAAR 2018) 
○ Students read “Starting from Scratch” aloud 
○ Students identify genre to assist in analyzing 

text and questions (16-20) 
○ Teach/model/explain all answers 
○ Review correct answers explicitly 

➢ Extension Activity: STAAR Vocabulary Project 
➢ Closure: Fiction Day 1I will make an inference and 

determine how the given image contributes to the 
understanding of the text  

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
− “Starting from Scratch” 

Day 2  
Wednesday,  
February 23, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.7A 
8.8D 
8.9A 
 

Writing Conferences-Question #25 out of 4th Six Weeks 
Test 
 
Focus: Fiction 

➢ Objective: We will analyze a text for plot elements, 
basic comprehension, and provide text evidence to 
support a response 

➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 1) 
○ Gimkit every day this week 5min games 
○ Narrator 
○ Sensory language 
○ Theme 
○ Conclude 

➢ "An Unexpected Trip” [Fiction] via ReadWorks 
○ Read Text 

■ Assessment Questions (1-7) 
➢ Extension Activity: STAAR Vocabulary Project 
➢ Closure: 7min Fiction Day : I will make an inference 

based upon a given image.  

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− Composition Notebook 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
- “An Unexpected Trip” 
− Assessment Questions 

Day 3 
Thursday,  
February 24, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
 
8.5G 
8.6B 
8.6E 
8.8A 
8.8D 

Writing Confrences-Question #25 our of 4th Six Weeks 
Test 
 
 
Focus: Fiction 
 

➢ Objective: We will make connections between a paired 
passages.  

➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 1) and Fill in the 
Blank Notes 

○ Gimkit every day this week  
○ Emphasize  
○ Selection 
○ Suggest  
○ Summary 

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− Composition Notebook 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
− “The View from Saturday” 
− “The View from 

Saturday_TEKS Resource 
System STAAR Analysis” 

 
− “A Little Common Courtesy, 

Please” 
− “A Little Common Courtesy, 

Please_TEKS Resource 
System STAAR Analysis” 



 ➢ “The View from Saturday” [Fiction] (STAAR 2016) 
○ Pre-reading 

■ Background Knowledge 
● Bread-and-Butter Letter  
● Nitpicking 

○ Read Text 
○ Post Reading 

■ Assessment Questions (19-23) 
■ Teach/model/explain all answers using 

“The View from Saturday_TEKS 
Resource System STAAR Analysis” 

➢ “A Little Common Courtesy, Please” [Informational 
(Persuasive)] (STAAR 2016) 

○ Pre-reading 
■ Background Knowledge 

● Emily Post 
■ For Differentiated Instruction: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HA
PcnZAJanE (Emily Post: Table 
Manners -1947 [10:07] start at 1:04 
and show portions) 

○ Read Text: A Little Common Courtesy 
○ Post Reading 

■ Assessment Questions (24-29) 
■ Teach/model/explain all answers “A 

Little Common Courtesy Please_TEKS 
Resource System STAAR Analysis” 

➢ Extension Activity: STAAR Vocabulary Project 
➢ Closure: Fiction Day 3: I will infer the author’s intent 

when given a short passage.  

Day 4 
Friday,  
February 25, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5G 
8.6B 
8.6E 
8.8A 
8.8D 
 

Early Release  
 
Writing Confrences-Question #25 our of 4th Six Weeks 
Test 
 
 
Focus: Fiction 

➢ Objective:We will make connections between a paired 
passages.  

➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 1) 
○ Study Vocabulary 
○ Vocablary Quiz or Gim Kit Challenenge  

➢ “The View from Saturday” and “A Little Common 
Courtesy, Please” CROSSOVER Questions (30-34) 

○ Teach/model/explain all answers using “The 
View and Common Courtesy 

➢ Kahoot for “The View From Saturday” and ”A Little 
Common Courtesy, Please”  

➢ Closure: Day 4 I will determine the tone of the passage 

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− Composition Notebook 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
− Crossover Questions 
− “The View and Common 

Courtesy_TEKS Resource 
System STAAR Analysis” 

− Kahoot 

Commented [1]: What is this? 



Day 5 
Monday,  
February 28, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
 
8.5B 
8.5C 
8.5F 
8.7C 
8.9B 

 
Focus: Fiction 

➢ Objective: We will determine key details from a 
passage  

➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 1) and Notes 
○ Study Vocabulary 
○ Gimkit 

➢ “A Ribbon for Baldy” [Fiction] (STAAR 2015) 
○ Pre-reading 

■ Background Knowledge  
● Setting of the selection “A 

Ribbon for Baldy” 
○ Read Text 
○ Post Reading 

■ Assessment Questions (1-10) 
■ Teach/Model/Explain all answers using 

“A Ribbon for Baldy 
➢ Lead4Ward: compare & critique quickcheck  

○ • students respond to a question • students 
compare responses with a partner • students 
critique how each started, processed, and 
answered the question, noting similarities and 
differences in approach 

➢ Extension Activity: TPDASTT 
➢ Extension Activity: STAAR Vocabulary Project 
➢ Closure: Fiction Day 5 - I will make an inference based 

upon a character 

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− Composition Notebook 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
− “A Ribbon for Baldy” 
− “A Ribbon for Baldy_TEKS 

Resource System Analysis” 

Tuesday, 
March 1, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5F 
8.8A 
8.8D 
8.10A 
8.10B.ii 
 

➢ Objective: We will determine the main idea and 
supporting details of a passage.  

➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 1) 
○ Study Vocabulary 
○ Gimkit 

➢ Review “Talking to Technology” [Informational 
(Expository)] (STAAR 2018) 

○ Students read “Talking to Technology” aloud 
○ Students identify genre to assist in analyzing 

text and questions (8-15) 
○ Teach/model/explain all answers 
○ Review correct answers explicitly 

➢ Writing Workshop 
➢ Extension Activity: STAAR Vocabulary Project 
➢ Closure: Informational Day 1 - I will determine the 

author’s purpose of a passage 

 Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
 
− “Talking to Technology” 
 
− Prompt/Brainstorm/Graphic 

Organizer Handout 
 

Wednesday, 
March 2, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5G 
8.5H 
8.6I 
8.10B.i 
8.10B.ii 
8.10C 
 

Focus: Essay 
➢ Objective: We will make inferences and provide text 

evidence to a passage 
➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 1) 

○ Study Vocabulary 
○ Gimkit 

➢ Review “Adventuring on the Nile” [Informational 
(Expository)] (STAAR 2018) 

○ Students read “Adventuring on the Nile” aloud 
○ Students identify genre to assist in analyzing 

text and questions (31-39) 
○ Teach/model/explain all answers 
○ Review correct answers explicitly 

➢ Lead4Ward: Presto Chango  

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
 
− “Adventuring on the Nile” 
 
− STAAR formatted papers for 

rough draft Handout 



➢ Writing Workshop 
➢ Extension Activity: STAAR Vocabulary Project 
➢ Closure: Informational Day 2: I will identify a thesis 

statment 
 

Thursday, 
March 3, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.10B 
8.10B.i 
8.10B.ii 
8.10C 
8.10D 
 

Focus: Essay 
➢ Objective: We will revise and edit my draft 
➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary Quiz (List 1) Notes 

○ Gimkit 
➢ Writing Workshop 
➢ Extension Activity: STAAR Vocabulary Project 
➢ Closure: Informational Day 3: I will determine the 

necessary revise/edits to a sentence 

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary Quiz 
− Chromebooks  

Friday, 
March 4, 2022 
8.10D 
8.10E 
8.11B 

Focus: Publishing Essay/Research 
 

➢ Objective: We will prepare our final draft 
➢ Graffiti + 3 Technology Assignment 

o Students will use Google Slides to publish their 
essay and incorporate visuals to enhance the 
understanding of their classmates. 

o Students will prepare to present their compiled 
information the following day. 

➢ Extension Activity: STAAR Vocabulary Project 
➢ Closure: I will submit the image choice for my final draft 

 

Chromebooks  
-Revised and Edited Rough Draft 

 Spring Break  

Monday, , 
March 14, 2022 
8.10E 
8.11B 
 

Focus: Presentation Day 
� Objective: We will present our presentations 
� Warm Up: STAAR Review: Gimkit 
� Students will practice reading aloud and showing 

comprehension/visuals to present their essay to the 
class.  

� Extension Activity: STAAR Vocabulary Project 
� Closure: I will keep notes of 3 interesting facts that I 

have learned from each presentation.  
 

Chromebooks  
-Revised and Edited Rough Draft 

Day 11 
Tuesday,  
March 15, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
 
8.8E 
8.8E.i 
8.8E.ii 

Focus: Informational 
➢ Objective: We will make connections between a paired 

passage 
 

➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 2) 
○ Assertion 
○ Author’s primary purpose 
○ Claim 
○ Opinion 

➢ Guided Skills Practice 
○ Evaluate the Author’s Argument: “Some 

Devices Recognize Your Face. Is That a Good 
Thing?” 

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
− HMH Online 
 

 

Commented [2]: There are a bunch of resources for 
"The Legend. . . " but, I don't see it in the lesson plans. 
Maybe we drop it 
here? https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Pv7cxSm
K5cQlPTI50TCEZ84BwO-nW6bS 

Commented [3R2]: Or "If You Were Coming in the Fall"  
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GSQYGMPpmFw7-
KJ7m9v-
m2zD8P9t6TyG1mqcNIfUstc/edit?usp=drive_web 



8.8E.ii 
8.9F 
8.9G 

■ Read aloud 
■ Analyze the text and answer questions 
■ Teach/model/explain all answers 

○ Evaluate the Author’s Argument: “Risk and 
Exploration Revisited” 

■ Read aloud 
■ Analyze the text and answer questions 
■ Teach/model/explain all answers 

➢ Lead4Ward: 3-2-1 Test Review 
➢ Extension Activity: STAAR Vocabulary Project 
➢ Closure: Persuasion: Argumentative Day 1 I will 

determine the author’s claim within a passage 

Day 12 
Wednesday,  
March 16, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5A 
8.6E 
8.8D 
8.9B 

Focus: Informational 
➢ Objective: We will make connections between a paired 

passage 
 

➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 2) 
○ Poet 
○ Stanza 
○ Convey 
○ Imagery 

➢ “from Bloody Times: The Funeral of Abraham Lincoln 
and the Manhunt for Jefferson Davis” [HMH Online] 

○ Read Text 
○ Post Reading 

■ Assessment Questions (1-10) 
➢ Extension Activity: STAAR Vocabulary Project 
➢ Closure: Argumentative: Day 2 I will determine the 

author’s purpose for including specific content 

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
− “from Bloody Times” Text  
− Assessment Questions  
 

Day 13 
Thursday,  
March 17, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5A 
8.6E 
8.8D 
8.9B 
8.9C 

PSTAR Algebra 
 
 

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
− “Constructing a Monument: 

Stonehenge” Text 
− “Sister of Stonehenge” Text 
− Crossover Assessment 

Questions  

Day 14 
Friday,  
March 18, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5E 
8.5G 
8.6B 
8.6C 
8.6D 

PSTAR Algebra Make Up 
 

Focus: Informational 
➢ Objective: We will make inferences from a paired 

passage 
➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 2) 

○ Organizational pattern 
○ Refers to 

➢ “Constructing a Monument: Stonehenge” [Informational 
Text] (STAAR Master)  

○ Pre-reading 
■ Background Knowledge  

● Watch: History of Stonehenge  
○ Read Text 

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
− SAR Response Box 
 



8.6G 
8.6H 
 

➢ “Sister of Stonehenge” [Informational Text] (STAAR 
Master) 

○ Read Text 
○ Post Reading 

■ Assessment Questions (1-15) 
➢ Short Answer Response to Paired Passages 

 
➢ OR “I Saw Old General at Bay” poetry HMH and “Oh 

Captain, My Captain” HMH 
 

➢ Lead4Ward: SNAP-tastic 
➢ Extension Activity: STAAR Vocabulary Project 
➢ Closure: Informational Day 4: I will effectively utilize 

text evidence that supports a response 
 

Day 15 
Monday,  
March 21, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5A 
8.5F 
8.6A 
8.6E 
8.9C 
 

 
Focus: Informational 

➢ Objective: We will determine  the main idea and 
supporting details from an informational text 

➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 2) 
○ Study Vocabulary 
○ Vocab quiz 

➢ Lead4Ward: Rock and Roll Vocabulary  
➢ “Harmony Reclaimed” [Informational (Expository)] 

(STAAR 2016) 
○ Background Info 
○ Pre-reading 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYbORpgS
mjg (Landfill Harmonic- the “Recycled 
Orchestra" [3:31]) 

○ Read Text 
○ Post Reading 

■ Assessment Questions (12-18) 
■ Teach/model/explain all answers using 

“Harmony Reclaimed_TEKS Resource 
System STAAR Analysis” 

➢ Extension: Complete a 9 Square (Lead4Ward) Activity 
on “Harmony Reclaimed” 

➢ Closure: Informational Day 5: I will make an inference 
from a passage  

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
− “Harmony Reclaimed” 
− “Harmony Reclaimed_TEKS 

Resource System STAAR 
Analysis” 

 

Day 16 
Tuesday,  
March 22, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.8B 
8.9D 
8.9F 
8.11A 

 
Focus: Poetry 

➢ Objective: We will identify poetic elements froma paired 
passage 

➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 2) 
○ Study Vocabulary 

➢ Review “Homemade Hot Sauce” [Poetry] (STAAR 
2018) 

○ Students read “Homemade Hot Sauce” aloud 
○ Students identify genre to assist in analyzing 

text and questions (21-25) 
○ Crossover Questions (“Starting from Scratch” 

and “Homemade Hot Sauce) (26-30) 
○ Teach/model/explain all answers 
○ Review correct answers explicitly 

➢ Extension Activity:  

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
 
− “Homemade Hot Sauce” 



➢ Closure: Poetry Day 1: I will determine t he purpose for 
using a similie 

Day 17 
Wednesday,  
March 23, 2022 
 

PSTAR Science  

Day 18 
Thursday,  
March 24, 2022 
 

PSTAR Social Studies 
 
 

 

Day 19 
Friday,  
March 25, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.8B 
8.9D 
8.9E 
8.9F 
8.11A 
 
 

PSTAR Make Up Science/Social Studies 
 
Focus: Poetry 

➢ Objective: We will analyze and break down the main 
elements of a poem 

➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 2) 
○ Study Vocabulary 

➢ “Annabel Lee”  
○ Pre-reading 

■ Vocabulary for “Annabel Lee” 
○ Read Text 

■ https://poets.org/poem/annabel-lee 
○ Post Reading 

■ For Differentiated Instruction: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kB
vfLiI5uY8&t=548s (Annabel Lee 
Adaptation [12:37] stop at 9:36) 

■ Assessment Questions (1-8) 
○ TPDASTT 

 
➢ Closure: I will recognize the tone of a poem 

 

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary Quiz 
 
− “A Gift from a Ghost” 
− “A Gift from a Ghost”_TEKS 

Resource System Analysis” 

Day 20 
Monday,  
March 28, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
 

Focus: Poetry 
➢ Objective: We will determine the central idea of a 

passage  
➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 2) 

○ Study Vocabulary 
➢ “Can Writers Predict the Future?” [Informational 

(Expository)] (STAAR 2015) 
○ Pre-reading 

■ Background Knowledge 
● From the Earth to the Moon 
● The First Men in the Moon 

○ Read Text 

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
 
− “The Photograph” 



○ Post Reading 
■ Assessment Questions (11-14) 
■ Teach/Model/Explain all answers using 

“Can Writers Predict the Future_TEKS 
Resource System Analysis” 

■ Paired Passage Questions: “Post Early 
for Space” and “Can Writers Predict 
the Future” 

■ Central Idea Assessment  
➢ Lead4ward: SNAP-tastic 

 
➢ Closure: STAAR Reading Blitz Day 1: I will explain why 

the details are important to the plot 

Day 21 
Tuesday,  
March 29, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5B 
8.5C 
8.5H 
8.6E 
 
 

PSTAR Math 
 
 

 

 

Day 22 
Wednesday,  
March 30, 2022 

PSTAR Reading 
-  

 
 

Day 23 
Thursday,  
March 31, 2022 
 
8.8B 
8.9D 
8.9F 
8.11A 
 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5B 
8.5C 
8.5H 
8.6E 
 
 

Focus: Literary Nonfiction 
➢ Objective: We will analyze a text and make inferences 

 
➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 3) 

○ Comparison 
○ Description 
○ “Events leading up to…” 
○ Indicates 
○ Mood 

➢ Review “The Photograph” [Literary Nonfiction] (STAAR 
2017) 

○ Students read “The Photograph” aloud 
○ Students identify genre to assist in analyzing 

text and questions (32-37) 
○ Teach/model/explain all answers 
○ Review correct answers explicitly 

➢ Lead4Ward: 3-2-1 Summary 
➢ Closure: STAAR Blitz Day 2: I will determine the main 

idea of a passage 

 

Day 24 
Friday,  
April 1, 2022 

PSTAR  Make Up Math & Reading  
 
Focus: Paired Passage (Poetry and Historical Nonfiction) 

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
− “Finally Home” 



 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5E 
8.6E 
8.8B 
8.9B 
8.11C 

➢ Objective: We will identify organizational patterns 
within a paired passage 

➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 3) 
○ Origin 
○ Significance 

➢ “Not My Bones” [Poetry] (HMH pg. 297) 
○ Pre-reading 

■ Essential Question: What will people 
risk to be free? 

■ Read: Paraphrase Poetry 
■ Background Knowledge 

● Marilyn Nelson 
○ Read Text (pgs. 299-301) 
○ Post Reading 

■ Check Your Understanding Questions 
(1-3) 

➢ from “Fortune’s Bones” [Historical Nonfiction] 
○ Read Text (pgs. 302-305) 
○ Post Reading 

■ Check Your Understanding Questions 
(1-3) 

■ Analyze the Texts Questions (1-5) 
➢ Closure: STAAR Blitz Day 3: I will make an inference 

based on a given passage 

− Assessment Questions  
 

Day 25 
Monday,  
April 2, 2022 
 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
 
8.5E 
8.5F 
8.6E 
8.11C 

Focus: Fiction [Paired Passage] 
➢ Objective: We will analyze a text  
➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 3) 

○ Study Vocabulary 
➢ “Finally Home” [STAAR 2014] 

○ Pre-reading 
■ Background Knowledge 

○ Read Text 
○ Post Reading 

■ Assessment Questions (18-21) 
➢ Extension Activity: TPDASTT 
➢ Closure: STAAR Reading Blitz Day 4: I will make an 

inference from a passage  

 

Day 26 
Tuesday,  
April 3, 2022 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
8.5E 
8.6E 
8.8B 
8.9B 
8.11C 

Focus: Poetry [Paired Passage] 
➢ Objective: We will analyze a poem for figurative 

language 
➢ Warm-Up: STAAR Vocabulary (List 3) 

○ Study Vocabulary 
➢ “Thumbprint” 

○ Read Text 
○ Post Reading 

■ Assessment Questions (22-25) 
○ Crossover Questions 

■ Paired Passage Questions (26-30) 
■ Teach/Model/Explain all answers 

➢ Closure: Poetry Day 3: I will make an inference based 
on a poem  

− Weekly PowerPoint 
− STAAR Vocabulary 
− “Thumbprint”  
− Assessment Questions 
− Crossover Questions  

Day 27 
Wednesday,  
April 4, 2022 
 

Focus: Media Literacy 
➢ Objective: We will determine the author’s purpose of 

including specific information 
➢ Warm-Up: Analogies 

- Weekly PowerPoint 
- Composition Notebook 
Writing utensil 
- Highlighter 



8.5A 
8.5F 
8.6A 
8.6E 
8.9C 

➢ “Have I Been Here Before?” [Informational 
(Expository)] (STAAR 2016) 

○ Background Information 
○ Pre-reading 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ut8mYGi0Y
Rs (What is Déjà Vu? [4:05]) 

○ Read Text 
○ Post Reading  

■ Assessment Questions (35-43) 
■ Teach/Model/Explain all answers using 

“Have I Been Here Before_TEKS 
Resource System Analysis” 

➢ Lead4Ward: Nine Squares  
➢ Closure: Informational Day 6: I will identify antonyms of 

a given word 

- Assessment Questions 

Day 28 
Thursday,  
April 5, 2022 
 
8.5A 
8.5F 
8.6A 
8.6E 

5th Six Weeks Testing 
Focus: Media Literacy 

➢ Objective:  
➢ Warm-Up: Analogies 
➢ Fake News: Analyzing News Articles 

○ Pre-reading 
■ Review of terms: bias; 

counterargument 
○ Read Text 

■ “When Are You Really an Adult?” via 
The New York Times 
[https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/18/
us/usa-legal-age.html] 

■ “Billie Eilish: Gen Z’s Outrageous 
Fashion Role Model” 
[https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/28/f
ashion/Gen-Z-pop-music-billie-eilish-
gen-zs-outrageous-fashion-role-
model.html] 

○ Post Reading 
■ Complete News Analysis worksheet 

over both articles 
[https://worksheetplace.com/mf_pdf/Ne
ws-Analysis.pdf] 

 

 

Day 29 
Friday,  
April 6, 2022 

5th Six Weeks Testing 
 
TEK: 8.9D: Describe how the author's use of figurative 
language such as extended metaphor achieves specific 
purposes. 
 
Objective:  We will compare two poems. 
 
Procedures:  

1. Students will annotate “Life Ain’t Been No Crystal Stair”  
with a partner. (Lines, stanzas, rhyme scheme, 
metaphor, repetition, alliteration).  Go over annotations 
as a class (ask students if they found additional poetic 
devices)  

1. Listen to Dear Mama 
2. Annotate Tupac individually  
3. T-Chart comparison/Questions from Tupac and 

Hughes. 

 



 
Exit Ticket: I will make a personal connection to one of the 
poems 
Poetry review (with song lyric video) (Tupac and Hughes 
Comparison with persuasion emphasis on Hughes) Tone and 
Mood 
 

 

Accommodations for 
Special Populations 

Accommodations for instruction will be provided as stated on each student’s (IEP) 
Individual Education Plan for special education, 504, at risk, and ESL/Bilingual.  

 


