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Stated Objectives: 
TEK # and SE 

Unit 04: Rhetorical Analysis and Composition of Argumentative Texts (25 days) 
  
7.1(C) present a critique of a literary work, film, or dramatic production, employing eye contact, 
speaking rate, volume, enunciation, a variety of natural gestures, and conventions of language 
to communicate ideas effectively 
7.5(A) establish purpose for reading assigned and self-selected texts 
7.5(B) generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding 
and gain information 
7.5(C) make, correct, or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and 
structures 
7.5(E) make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society 
7.5(F) make inferences and use evidence to support understanding 
7.5(G) evaluate details read to determine key ideas 
7.5(H) synthesize information to create new understanding 
7.6(A) describe personal connections to a variety of sources including self-selected texts 
7.6(B) write responses that demonstrate understanding of texts, including comparing sources 
within and across genres 
7.6(C) use text evidence to support an appropriate response 
7.6(D) paraphrase and summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order 
7.6(E) interact with sources in meaningful ways such as notetaking, annotating, free writing, or 
illustrating 
7.6(G) discuss and write about the implicit and explicit meanings of text 
7.6(H) respond orally or in writing with appropriate register, vocabulary, and voice 
7.6(I) reflect on and adjust responses as new evidence is presented 
7.8(E) analyze characteristics and structures of argumentative text by: 
7.8(Ei) identifying the claim 
7.8(Eii) explaining how the author uses various types of evidence and consideration of 
alternatives to support the argument 
7.8(Eiii) identifying the intended audience or reader 
7.8(F) analyze characteristics of multimodal and digital texts 
7.9(A) explain the author's purpose and message within a text 
7.9(B) analyze how the use of text structure contributes to the author's purpose 
7.9(C) analyze the author's use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes 
7.9(D) describe how the author’s use of figurative language such as metaphor and 
personification achieves specific purposes 
7.9(F) analyze how the author’s use of language contributes to mood, voice, and tone 
7.9(G) explain the purpose of rhetorical devices such as direct address and rhetorical questions 
and logical fallacies such as loaded language and sweeping generalizations 
7.10(A) plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for a particular topic, purpose, and 
audience using a range of strategies such as discussion, background reading, and personal 
interests 
7.10(B) develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing by:  
7.10(Bi) organizing with purposeful structure, including an introduction, transitions, coherence 
within and across paragraphs, and a conclusion 



 

 

7.10(Bii) developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought with specific facts, details, and 
examples 
7.10(C) revise drafts for clarity, development, organization, style, word choice, and sentence 
variety 
7.10(D) edit drafts using standard English conventions, including:  
7.10(Diii) complete complex sentences with subject-verb agreement and avoidance of splices, 
run-ons, and fragments 
7.10(Div) prepositions and prepositional phrases and their influence on subject-verb agreement 
7.10(Dv) pronouns, including relative 
7.10(E) publish written work for appropriate audiences 
7.11(C) compose multi-paragraph argumentative texts using genre characteristics and craft 
7.12(D) identify and gather relevant information from a variety of sources 
7.12(F) synthesize information from a variety of sources 
7.12(G) differentiate between paraphrasing and plagiarism when using source materials 
7.12(H) examine sources for:  
7.12(Hi) reliability, credibility, and bias 
7.12(Hii) faulty reasoning such as hyperbole, emotional appeals, and stereotypes 
7.12(I) display academic citations and use source materials ethically 
7.12(J) use an appropriate mode of delivery, whether written, oral, or multimodal to present 
results 

See Instructional Focus Document (IFD) for TEK Specificity 

Key Understandings Readers use comprehension strategies to construct meaning. 
● How do I understand what I read? 
● What practices/skills help me understand texts? 

Genres are categories of written or performed works, characterized by similarities in structures, 
features, form, and content. 

● How do I identify genre? 
● How does recognizing and understanding genre characteristics, features, forms, and 

content help a reader interpret a text? 
● How does utilizing and reflecting on genre characteristics, features, forms, and content 

help a writer construct a text? 

Writers make deliberate choices regarding content, language, and style to craft texts for specific 
purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

● What is author’s craft? 
● What influences a writer’s choices regarding content, language, and style? 

Readers can enhance understanding of a text by examining and analyzing author’s craft. 
● How do I examine and analyze author’s craft when reading a text? 

Effective oral language helps me express ideas, thoughts, and feelings with others and 
understand what others think and feel. 

● Why do I speak? 
● Why do I listen? 
● How do I effectively communicate my ideas, thoughts, and feelings? 

Readers can enhance understanding of a text by examining and analyzing author’s craft. 
● How do I examine and analyze author’s craft when reading a text? 
● How does a writer’s choices in craft impact meaning? 



 

 

● How does a writer’s choices in craft impact meaning? 

Readers/Listeners use comprehension strategies to construct meaning. 
● How do I understand what I read/hear? 
● What practices/skills help me understand texts/oral communication? 
● How do I determine which strategies are best to comprehend a specific text/oral 

communication? 

Genres are categories of written or performed works, characterized by similarities in structures, 
features, form, and content. 

● How do I identify genre? 
● How does recognizing and understanding genre characteristics, features, forms, and 

content help a reader interpret a text? 
● How does utilizing and reflecting on genre characteristics, features, forms, and content 

help a writer construct a text? 

Writers/Speakers make deliberate choices regarding content, language, and style to craft texts 
for specific purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

● What is author’s craft? 
● What influences a writer’s/speaker’s choices regarding content, language, and style? 

Readers and writers engage in research to justify, challenge, or gain knowledge about an idea. 
● What is the purpose of research? 
● How can research confirm or change our current perspective? 

Effective research requires a recursive inquiry process. 
● What are the steps or stages of the research process?  Why are they important? 
● How do the steps or stages of the research process reinforce each other? 

Genres are categories of written or performed works, characterized by similarities in structures, 
features, form, and content. 

● How does utilizing and reflecting on genre characteristics, features, forms, and content 
help a writer construct a text? 

Misconceptions ● Students may not be aware of the subtle ways authors use craft to create an effective 
argument. 

● Students may think that argumentative texts are limited to editorials, advertisement, and/or 
print texts. 

● Students may not be aware that much of the digital and multimodal content they consume 
daily contains elements of argument. 

● Students may be confused about the difference between purely objective, factual 
informational texts that explain or define a topic such as encyclopedia entries, some news 
articles, etc. and argumentative texts that take a position on a topic or aim to persuade the 
reader. 

● Students may not be in the habit of or recognize the need to evaluate sources (including 
digital and multimodal texts) for credibility, reliability, and bias. 



 

 

Key Vocabulary  
● Argumentative Text — a text in which the writer develops and defends a position or debates 

a topic using logic and persuasion 
● Audience — the intended target group for a message, regardless of the medium 
● Author’s purpose — the reason an author writes about a particular topic (e.g., to persuade, 

to entertain, to inform, to explain to analyze, etc.); the reason an author includes particular 
details, features, or devices in a work  

● Bias — a particular inclination, feeling, or opinion about a subject that is often preconceived 
or unreasoned 

● Claim — an assertion, position, or arguable thesis about a topic or issue 
● Counterargument — is a viewpoint that opposes an author’s thesis or claim; addressing and 

rebutting counterarguments are essential in persuasive writing and speaking     
● Conjunctive adverb —an adverb that introduces or connects independent clauses and that 

shows cause and effect, comparison, contrast, or some other relationship between clauses 
● Context — the words, sentences, or passages that precede or follow a specific word, 

sentence, or passage 
● Credibility the quality of having reliable and trustworthy characteristics which may be 

influenced by an author having expertise on a topic, using unbiased and accurate 
reasoning, evidence, and sources to support ideas, and providing current and up-to-date 
information 

● Critique — a detailed evaluation or critical commentary on a problem, subject, or work 
● Digital text — an electronic text read on a computer screen or other electronic device that 

may include images, sound, video, and other multimodal interactive and embedded 
elements 

● Direct address — a technique that addresses or calls to an absent person or personified 
object as if he/she/it is able to reply, yet they are not actually present; also known as 
apostrophe 

● Editing — a stage in the writing process when a written text is prepared for an audience by 
attending to and correcting mechanics, grammar, and spelling 

● Evidence — specific details or facts that support an inference or idea 
● Faulty reasoning — a logically incorrect argument, or fallacy, that contains a conclusion that 

is not supported by data, has limited information, and/or includes personal opinion or bias 
● Graphic feature — picture or other image within a text 
● Hyperbole — an intentional and extreme exaggeration for emphasis or effect (e.g., this book 

weighs a ton) 
● Key ideas — important ideas throughout a work that support the central message, theme, 

tone, etc. 
● Loaded language — a term or phrase that has strong emotional overtones and that is 

meant to evoke strong reactions beyond the specific meaning (e.g., tax relief instead of tax 
cut, or death tax instead of estate tax) 

● Logical fallacy — an incorrect or problematic argument that is not based on sound 
reasoning 

● Multimodal texts — the strategic integration of two or more modes of communication to 
create meaning, including written and spoken texts, images, gestures, music, digital texts 
and media, and live performances 

● Organizational patterns — the pattern an author constructs as he organizes his or her ideas 
and provides supporting details 

● Paraphrase — restate the meaning of something in different words. Paraphrasing alters the 
exact wording of the source and transmits its ideas or information without evaluation or 
interpretation. 

● Preposition — a word that relates its object to another word in the sentence 
● Reliable source — a credible or believable source. Some questions to evaluate credibility 

might be: Is the author a respected authority on the subject? Does the author support 
opinions with strong argumentation and reasoning? How current is the information? 

● Rhetorical device — a technique that an author or speaker uses to influence or persuade an 
audience 

● Rhetorical questions — a question asked in order to create dramatic effect or to make a 
point meant to be considered by the audience and not actually answered by the audience 

● Secondary source — a source that is a step removed from the original accounts of an event 
or experience 



 

 

● Stereotyping — a rhetorical fallacy in which one classifies a person or group according to a 
common aspect that is oversimplified, rigidly applied, and often uncomplimentary 

● Subordinating Conjunction — a conjunction that introduces a dependent clause and 
connects it to an independent clause; the subordinating conjunction shows the relationship 
between two ideas in a sentence to indicate time, place, or cause/effect 

● Summarize — to reduce large sections of text to their essential points and main idea. Note: 
It is still important to attribute summarized ideas to the original source. 

● Sweeping Generalization — a writer or speaker’s use of a general statement meant to apply 
to many cases when some cases may include specific or unique details that make the 
assertion invalid 

● Synthesize — to combine elements and parts to form a coherent whole 
● Tone — the author’s particular attitude, either stated or implied in writing 
 



 

 

Suggested Day  
5E Model 

Instructional Procedures 
 (Engage, Explore, Explain, Extend/Elaborate, Evaluate) 

Materials, Resources, 
Notes 

 

Introduction 

Day 1 
Wednesday, January 5 
 
Engage 
Explore 
Extend/Elaborate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

7.5A 
7.5B 
7.5H 
7.6E 

Lesson Frame: The student will identify argumentative 
text features and explain how they contribute to their 
understanding of the text by analyzing the author’s use of 
print and graphics.The student will also review how to 
appropriately use the homophones too, to, and two. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● Go over six weeks exam 
● Introduction to Argumentative Texts 

○ Persuasive Text and Media PowerPoint 
and Notes 

WRITING 
● Homophones- “Too, Two, To” 
● Begin ELF Passage #13 

 
Exit Ticket:  
 
 

- Task Card 
- Persuasive Text and 
Media PPT (PS) 
- PowerPoint Notes 
(PS) 
ELF #13 
Six Weeks Exam 

Day 2  
Thursday, January 6 
 
Engage 
Explain 
Explore/Elaborate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 
 

7.5A 
7.5B 
7.5H 
7.6E 

 

Lesson Frame: The student will identify argumentative 
text features and explain how they contribute to their 
understanding of the text by analyzing the author’s use of 
print and graphics. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● Persuasive Text and Media Quiz 
● Introduction to SOAPSTone  

○ Introduce and explain the chart, discuss 
the benefits of using SOAPSTone for 
argumentative texts 

WRITING  
● Students pick up a Kindness expository essay 

and read it. 
○ Introduce Expository Writing:  Give 

students the expository essay sample 
about the importance of kindness (Pg. 89 
of TWA Curriculum Prep 5th Edition).  
They will read the essay and label the 
hook and thesis statement in the 
introduction paragraph. 

○ As a class, come together and discuss 
the difference in the tone and content 
compared to our narrative essays about 
being kind to someone.   

- Persuasive Text and 
Media PPT (PS) 
- PowerPoint Notes 
(PS) 
- Understanding 
Persuasive Text and 
Media Quiz WS (PS) 



 

 

○ In looking at the structure of the essay, 
together, label the introduction, body, and 
conclusion portions of the essay.   

○ Analyze the dissection of the structure 
(using the rainbow revision method. 

○ Have them place this paper in their 
binders to refer back to as we write our 
expository essays. 

 
Exit Ticket:  
 
 

Day 3 
Friday, January 6 
 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

7.5A 
7.5B 
7.5C 
7.5E 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.5H 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.6E 
7.6G 
7.6H 
7.6I 
7.8E 
7.8Ei 
7.8Eii 
7.8Eiii 
7.9A 

 

Lesson Frame: The students will preview the novel, Walk 
Two Moons and obtain background knowledge about the  
author. Students will engage in a discussion and make 
predictions about the book. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) 
 
Lesson:  Read Walk Two Moons  
Introduce the novel and discuss the author 
Literary Analysis 
Content Vocabulary 
Close Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Walk Two Moons 

Advertising 

Day 4 
Monday, January 10 
 
Engage 
Explore 
Extend/Explain 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

7.5A 
7.5B 
7.5C 
7.5E 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.5H 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.6E 
7.6G 
7.6H 
7.6I 
7.8E 
7.8Ei 
7.8Eii 
7.8Eiii 
7.9A 
7.9C 
7.9F 

 
 

Lesson Frame: The students will analyze and identify the 
elements of an introductory paragraph. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● SOAPSTone Practice Passage: “Putting Good 
Deeds in Headlines May Not Be So Good” 
(CommonLit) 

○ https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/puttin
g-good-deeds-in-headlines-may-not-be-
so-good 

○ Students will read in partners, fill out 
SOAPSTone Charts and answer the 
STAAR-based questions 

WRITING 
● Finish analyzing the “Kindness” expository essay. 

○ Review parts of an introduction paragraph 
from the last 6 weeks:  Hook + Thesis.  
Label those sentences in the “Kindness” 

 
Warm Up (PS) 
(CommonLit + PDF in 
PShare) 
- SOAPSTone Chart 
- Padlet 
TWA p.45 



 

 

essay. 
○ What is Topic, Charge, and Thesis? 
○ Give the students a copy of pg. 45 in 

TWA Curriculum Prep Guide, 5th Edition.  
On the back, have students copy the 
notes about Topic (pg. 40), charge (pg. 
41), and Thesis (pg. 42).   

○ Then walk the students through creating 
a thesis statement using pg. 45, “Steps to 
Creating a Thesis.” 

 
 
 
Exit Ticket: When has an advertisement encouraged you 
to buy a product? What about the advertisement appealed 
to you?  
 

Day 5 
Tuesday, January 11 
 
Engage 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

7.5A 
7.5B 
7.5C 
7.5E 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.5H 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.6E 
7.6G 
7.6H 
7.6I 
7.8E 
7.8Ei 
7.8Eii 
7.8Eiii 
7.9A 
7.9C 
7.9F 
7.9G 

Lesson Frame: The students will explore persuasive 
techniques used in advertising and review the steps of 
writing a thesis statement. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) Paired Literary Texts 
“The Cookie Thief” Questions 1-4 
 
Lesson:  
READING 

● “The Power of Advertising” Article (CommonLit) 
○ The Power of Advertising | Free Reading 

Passages and Literacy Resources  
○ Complete SOAPSTone Chart 
○ Complete STAAR-based questions 

● Intro to Persuasive Techniques:  JD Power 
Awards 

○ Chevrolet's JD Power Dependability 
Awards | Truth In Advertising 

○ After watching the JD Power Chevy Ad, 
have the students complete the JD Power 
commercial worksheet 

○ After completing the worksheet, have 
students read the two articles: 
“Chevrolet’s J.D. Power Dependability 
Awards” and “Can You Trust Those 
Awards You See in Auto Ads?” 

○ SOAPSTone for the two articles 
 
WRITING  

● Review the steps to creating a thesis from the day 
before. 

○ Give the students the sample prompts on 
page 46 of TWA Curriculum Prep Guide 
5th Edition. 

○ Analyze the purpose of the statement in 
the box and “Think” statement (helps 
students think about and brainstorm). 

○ Brainstorm with the students using the 
two parts. 

○ Then explain that the “Write” statement is 

- “The Cookie Thief” 
Warm Up (PS) 
- Task Card 
- SOAPSTone Chart 
- Article (CommonLit 
PDF in PShare) 
- JD Power Awards 
video 
- JD Power 
Commercial WS (PS) 
- “Chevrolet’s J.D. 
Power Dependability 
Awards” (PS), “Can 
You Trust Those 
Awards You See in 
Auto Ads?” (PS) 
- SOAPSTone Chart 



 

 

the prompt.  Model writing the thesis 
statement using the brainstorming you did 
as a class and the formula Thesis= Key 
words from the prompt + your opinion 
about the topic 

 
 
Exit Ticket:  
 

Day 6 
Wednesday, January 12 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 
 

7.5F 
7.5G 
7.5H 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.6E 
7.6G 
7.6H 
7.6I 
7.8D 
7.8E 
7.8Ei 
7.8Eii 
7.8Eiii 
7.9A 
7.9F 
7.9G 

 

Lesson Frame: The students will review and practice the 
method of approaching a prompt and creating a thesis 
statement. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) Paired Literary Texts 
“Nana’s Cookie Jar” Key Skills and Practice 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● Rhetorical Fallacies Notes (PShare) 
● “Grand Opening” [Advertisement] (PShare) 

○ Pre-Reading Video:  Ray Kroc 
Documentary McDonalds History [9:23]: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k7biv
uNlbi0 

○ Read passage, annotate as a class 
○ Assessment (6 questions) 

WRITING  
● Students review the method of approaching a 

writing prompt from the day before. 
● In groups have them complete the same method 

for the second prompt on page 46 of TWA 
Curriculum Prep Guide 5th Edition. 

● Student groups share brainstorming and thesis 
with the class. 

 
 
Exit Ticket:  
 
 

- “Nana’s Cookie Jar” 
Warm Up (PS) 
- Rhetorical Fallacies 
Notes (PS) 
- “Grand Opening” (PS) 

Day 7 
Thursday, January 13 
 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 
 

7.5B 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.5H 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.6E 
7.6G 
7.6H 
7.6I 
7.8D 
7.8E 
7.8Ei 
7.8Eii 
7.8Eiii 
7.9A 
7.9F 

Lesson Frame: The students will evaluate the quality of 
their own thesis statements. Students will create their own 
advertisements.  
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) Paired Literary Texts 
“Nana’s Cookie Jar” Questions 5-8 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● Super Bowl Advertisements Activity (PShare) 
○ Introduce vocabulary and complete 

“Advertising Strategies” worksheet as a 
class 

○ “10 Best Super Bowl Ads 2020” [11:11] - 
https://youtu.be/OQmhLOFbRQw  

○ Watch the first 6 ads (Toyota, Little 

- “Nana’s Cookie Jar” 
Warm Up (PS) 
- “Creating Your Own 
Advertisement” Activity 
(PShare) 
 
 



 

 

7.9G 
 

Caesar’s, Reese’s, Sodastream, Rocket 
Mortgage, T-Mobile), stopping after each 
one to fill out the chart handed to them 

○ Students fill out chart 
● Introduce “Creating Your Own Advertisement” 

Activity 
○ Students will plan out an advertisement of 

something they would want to sell (in 
groups) 

○ Students will create an advertisement 
based on what they planned out on a 
sheet of printer paper, then after approval 
transfer it over to a larger piece of butcher 
paper. 

WRITING 
● Have the students get out their Thesis statement 

notes and review how to write a thesis. 
○ Give the students the prompt for their 

Expository Essay:  Write an essay 
explaining whether a positive attitude 
helps a person to be successful.  
Students will use the formula they learned 
this week to write the thesis statement for 
their expository essay. 

○ As a class, have the students analyze 
their thesis statements to make sure that 
they have all of their parts. 

○ Teacher models on the board: 
○ In the thesis statement, highlight the key 

words mentioned from the prompt and 
circle your opinion expressed in the 
sentence. 

○ Everyone, then, shares their thesis 
statement with the class. 

○ Have students brainstorm their ideas 
about the prompt (Write an essay 
explaining whether a positive attitude 
helps a person to be successful.) using a 
web. 

○ Have students share some of their ideas. 
 

 
Exit Ticket:  
 
 

Day 8 
Friday, January 14 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 
 

7.8E 
7.8Eiii 
7.9C 
7.9F 
7.9G 

Lesson Frame: Students will compare paired texts and 
begin reading Walk Two Moons. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) Paired Literary Texts 
“The Cookie Thief” and “Nana’s Cookie Jar” Question 9 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● Read Walk Two Moons  
○ Literary Analysis 
○ Content Vocabulary 
○ Close Reading 

- Paired Literary Texts  
Warm Up (PS) 
- “Creating Your Own 
Advertisement” Activity 
(PShare) 
 
Walk Two Moons 



 

 

○ Work on Page a Day 
 
Exit Ticket:  
 
 

Basic Persuasive Texts 

Day 9 
Tuesday, January 18 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 
 

7.5F 
7.5G 
7.5H 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.6E 
7.6G 
7.6H 
7.6I 
7.8D 
7.8E 
7.8Ei 
7.8Eii 
7.8Eiii 
7.9A 
7.9F 
7.9G 

 

Lesson Frame:  The student will continue to create their 
own advertisements. The students will practice revising by 
using the OCTO surgery method.  
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● Creating Your Own Advertisement Activity Day 2 
○ Start or continue activity from Thursday. 
○ Students will finish creating their 

advertisement posters, then present them 
as a group to the class  

● “Baseball Fan Questions Harmful Habit” (PShare) 
○ Video Clips: 

https://youtu.be/88ahOFd8uG4 and 
https://youtu.be/H_2LLsnlMbo 

○ Read Text, SOAPSTone Chart 
○ Assessment (10 Questions) 

WRITING 
● Students pick up and read over the “O.C.T.O. 

Surgery” paper (pg. 70 in TWA Curriculum Prep 
Guide 5th Edition) 

○ Tell them that they are performing 
surgery today, so act out putting surgical 
gloves on to get started. 

○ As a class read over the paper and have 
students take notes: 

○ O:  Omit off topic ideas from 
brainstorming. 

○ C:  Combine ideas that go together in 
brainstorming. 

○ T:  Toss out repeated ideas. 
○ O:  Organize ideas in the order you will 

write them in your essay. 
○ Model the technique on the board.   
○ Students do the same on their own web 

from the day before 
 
Exit Ticket:  
 
 

  

Day 10 
Wednesday, January 19 
 
Explore 
Evaluate 
 

7.5F 
7.5G 
7.5H 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.6E 

Lesson Frame: The students will continue practicing 
revising skills by using the OCTO surgery, Students will 
also identify the thesis and hook within an introductory 
paragraph. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 

- “Musical Tastes” (PS) 
- SOAPSTone Chart 
- “Bridge Creek 
Bulletin” + Assessment 
(PS) 



 

 

ELL Learning Objective: 7.6G 
7.6H 
7.6I 
7.8D 
7.8E 
7.8Ei 
7.8Eii 
7.8Eiii 
7.9A 
7.9F 
7.9G 

 
 
 

Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) Literary Text 
“Musical Tastes” Key Skills Practice 
 
Lesson:  
READING  

● “Bridge Creek Bulletin” (PShare) 
○ Pre-Reading Videos (Steve Harvey 

Experiments): 
https://youtu.be/o73g74r53cc (boys), 
https://youtu.be/0l4nJeh6iDU (girls) 

○ Read Text, SOAPSTone Chart 
○ Assessment (8 Questions) 

WRITING 
● Students finish O.C.T.O Surgery on their 

brainstorming.  Have students begin reading the 
list of example hooks for Expository Introductions 
(Pg. 56 in TWA Curriculum Prep Guide 5th 
Edition and pg. 51 in the Expository Handout) 

○ Review the formula for an introduction 
paragraph (Introduction= Hooks + Thesis) 
using the “Kindness” expository essay. 

○ As a class, analyze a few of the 
introduction paragraph examples labeling 
the hooks and thesis statements. 

○ Have the students read over the hooks 
with a partner and label the hooks and 
thesis statements and go to the board 
labeling the introductions. 

 
 
Exit Ticket:  
 
  

Day 11 
Thursday, January 20 
 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

 
 
 
 
 

Lesson Frame: The students will read, annotate, and 
analyze an argument or point of view. Students will write 
an introductory paragraph identifying hook and thesis. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) Literary Text 
“Musical Tastes” Questions 1 - 4 
 
 
Lesson:  
READING  

● “Never Retreat from Eyes Wide Open” [HMH 184-
191] 

○ Pre-Reading: Analyze an Argument, 
Subjective and Objective POV, Critical 
Vocabulary 

○ Read and annotate text 
○ Assessment (12 Questions) 

WRITING 
● Students write their introduction paragraph for 

their essay starring the hook with their thesis 
statement using a transitional word or phrase. 

● Share introductions with the class. 
 
 

- “Musical Tastes” (PS) 
- HMH 
- Assessment (PS) 
 
 



 

 

Exit Ticket:  
 
 

Day 12  
Friday, January 21 
 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

 
 
 

Lesson Frame: The students will practice formulating 
rhetorical questions. Students will continue reading Walk 
Two Moons. 
 
Warm-Up: (Rhetorical Questions Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noBFVxBTV7Q 
Students get into pairs and think of Rhetorical Questions 
they know) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● Read Walk Two Moons 
○ Literary Analysis 
○ Content Vocabulary 
○ Close Reading 
○ Work on Page a Day  

 
 
 
 
Exit Ticket:  
 
 

- “Rhetorical 
Questions” Video 
- Persuasive Task 
Cards (PS) 
 

Debate 

Day 13 
Monday, January 24 
 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

7.1C 
7.6B 

 

Lesson Frame:  The students will engage in discussions 
debating for or against different topics. Students will 
evaluate their introductory paragraphs. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up ( Paired Informational Texts “Anne 
Frank” Key Skills Practice) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● Activity: “For and Against” 
○ Provide a small group of students with the 

topic cards. 
○ Students place the topic cards face down 

on the floor and take turns flipping over a 
card. 

○ The student must then state one 
argument for the topic and one argument 
against the topic. 

○ If they do successfully, they keep the 
card. The student with the most cards at 
the end of the game is the winner. 

 
● Introduction to Debate 

○ Review key debate terms – Students will 
fill out a chart with key terms  

○ Watch videos and discuss after watching 
each: 

■ “A Beginner’s Guide to Debating” 

- Paired Informational 
Text Warm-Up “Anne 
Frank” (PS) 
- Debate Videos 
 
 



 

 

[5:18]: 
https://youtu.be/kezvnxqs3sw 

■ “The Great Debaters” [3:43]: 
https://youtu.be/XhrT25xehqs 

■  “2nd Presidential Debate 2012” 
[8:56]: 
https://youtu.be/KEd1SSUSNfI 

○ Students will Think-Pair-Share the 
following question: “Did you notice 
anything during the debate clips that you 
could be able to put into practice if you 
did your own debate?” (Write 3 
sentences, share with a partner, discuss 
with the class) 

WRITING 
● Teacher conferences with students about their 

introduction paragraph to the expository essay. 
○ -Introductions (funnel/quotation/turn-

about) and thesis statement 
○ -Overall spelling, capitalization, 

punctuation, grammar, and sentence 
structure 

○ DURING WRITING CONFERENCES 
○  
○ TEACHER CHOICES 
○ Complete Grammar passage #12 
○ Complete “Fragments-Exercise 1” 
○ Compound Sentence Magic Square 
○ Complex Sentence Magic Square 
○ Capitalization practice 
○ Homophone practice 
○ Comma practice 
○ Subject/Verb Agreement practice 

 
 
Exit Ticket:  
 

Day 14 
Tuesday, January 25 
 
Extend/Elaborate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 
 

7.1C 
7.6B 

 

Lesson Frame:The student will identify and organize the 
essential elements of an essay by using the Big I.The 
students will begin composing rough drafts for their 
essays. 
 
Warm-Up: (Paired Informational Text “Anne Frank” 
Questions 1-4) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● “The Dirt Debate” (PShare) – Partner Work 
○ Read and SOAPSTone 
○ Answer Questions 

WRITING 
● Use the positive attitude prompt.  

○ Introduce the big “I” on pgs. 215 and 218 
in TWA Curriculum Guide 5th edition. 

○ With a partner, students put their big “I” 
together. 

○ Once they feel that it is correct, they will 
raise their hands.  The teacher checks 

- Paired Informational 
Text Warm-Up “Anne 
Frank” (PS) 
- “The Dirt Debate” + 
Bubble Sheet (PShare) 
- SOAPSTone Chart 

 



 

 

and students will then tape it together. 
○ As a class, have them label the hook and 

thesis in the introduction paragraph.   
○ Explain that on the back, they will write 

the rough draft of their essay.  Have them 
turn it to the back and copy their 
introduction they have already created.  

 
 

Day 15 
Wednesday, January 26 
 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

7.1C 
7.6B 

 
 

Lesson Frame: The students will plan, research, and 
write on an assigned debater argument. The students will 
practice creating details that support a claim. The 
students will be introduced to the How and Why Cafe in 
order to enhance the development of details. The 
students will evaluate an essay and identify examples 
from the How and Why Cafe. Students will practice 
developing details of their own. 
 
Warm-Up: (Paired Informational Text “I Have a Dream” 
Key Skills Practice and Questions 5-8) 
 
Lesson:  
READING  

● Debate Practice Assignment 
○ Debate topic: Should schools require 

uniforms? 
○ Groups will be assigned one side or the 

other for the debate 
○ Students will be in groups of 3 for debate 

planning, jobs are: researcher, planner, 
scribe 

○ Researcher looks up information 
pertaining to the topic, scribe writes down 
notes for it, planner sorts out the points of 
what to say – ALL students in the group 
need to be contributing to all three jobs, 
not just theirs alone 

WRITING 
● Body Paragraphs:  In the middle of the big “I,” 

have the students write 2 good reasons for 
whether a positive attitude helps a person to be 
successful.  These should be located within their 
web. 

● Introduce “How and Why CAFÉ Plus” and 
“Review of Literary Devices” pg. 104 and 108 in 
TWA Curriculum Prep 5th Edition.  These are 
ways to develop your reasons in the body for 
starring your body paragraphs the way we saw in 
the “Kindness” essay sample.   

● With a partner, have the students go back to 
analyzing the “Kindness” essay.  Within the body, 
label the type of development used from the “How 
and Why CAFÉ Plus” list. 

● Then practice writing some development of your 
own using the laughter essay on the front of the 
big “I.”  Students share development written with 
a partner. 

 

- “I Have a Dream” 
Warm Up (PShare) 
- Debate Notes Sheet 
(PShare) 
 



 

 

 
Exit Ticket:  

Day 16 
Thursday, January 27 
 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

7.5E 
7.5F 

 

Lesson Frame: The students will compare two texts. The 
students will engage in team debate. The students will 
practice paragraph organization independently before 
sharing. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Paired Informational Texts “Anne 
Frank” and “I Have a Dream” Question 9) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● Debate Practice Assignment Day 2 
○ 5 minutes to finish getting points settled 
○ Debate with 2 teams at a time: statement, 

statement, rebuttal (by first), rebuttal (by 
second) 

WRITING 
● Body Paragraphs:  Finish activity from the day 

before.  Students then write their development for 
their own body paragraphs for their essay in the 
middle of the big “I.” 

● Partner up and share paragraphs. 
 
Exit Ticket:  
 

 

Day 17 
Friday, January 28 
 
Engage 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

7.5B 
7.5F 
7.5G 

 

Lesson Frame: The students will compare two texts.  
The students will continue reading Walk Two Moons. 
 
Warm-Up:  (Paired Informational Texts “Anne Frank” and 
“I Have a Dream” Question 9) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● Read Walk Two Moons  
○ Literary Analysis 
○ Content Vocabulary 
○ Close Reading 
○ Work on Page a Day 

 
 
Exit Ticket:  
 

- Paired Informational 
Text Warm-Up “Anne 
Frank” and “I Have a 
Dream” (PS) 
 

Sci-Fi Mini Unit 

Day 18 
Monday, January 31 
 
Explore 
Extend/Elaborate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

  WRITE an essay explaining how stereotypes impact 
people.  

● This lesson should be done in the best way that 
fits your class and their needs (modeling, 
independent work, group essays, etc.) 

○ Part 1 of Interactive Essay Writing should 
be 

■ Read, Think, Write 
■ Dissect the prompt 
■ Identify the topic and charge 

 



 

 

■ Brainstorm 
○ Part 2 of Interactive Essay Writing should 

be 
■ Thesis statement 
■ Rough Draft 
■ Particular focus on the body 
■ Transitions 

○ Part 3 of Interactive Essay Writing should 
be 

■ Particular focus on the conclusion 
■ Add any additional detail to 

strengthen paper 
■ Students revise and edit 
■ Students write a final copy 
■ This should be a 2 day process. 

Day 19 
Tuesday, February, 1 
 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

7.5F 
7.5G 
7.6C 

 

Lesson Frame: The students will practice key skills. The 
students will analyze a poem. The students will preview a 
poem. Students will continue developing the details of the 
body paragraphs.The students will partner and share their 
paragraphs. 
 
Warm-Up: ( “Dreams of Gold” Key Skill Practice) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● “In the Year 2525” song/poetry analysis 
○ https://youtu.be/vdSqLfuRN18 
○ Play the song twice while class analyzes 

the lyrics in partners 
● Intro to “Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed” 

HMH pgs. 278-280 
 
WRITING 

● Body Paragraphs:  Finish activity from the day 
before.  Students then write their development for 
their own body paragraphs for their essay in the 
middle of the big “I.” 

● Partner up and share paragraphs 
 
 
Exit Ticket:  
 
 

- “Dreams of Gold” Key 
Skills Practice (PS) 
- “In the Year 2525” 
Song Analysis (PS) 
- HMH 

Day 20 
Wednesday, February 2 
 
Engage 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 
 

7.5B 
7.5F 
7.5G 

 

Lesson Frame: The students will read a poem. The 
students will complete a comprehension activity. Student 
will write a complete essay using the prompt provided. 
 
Warm-Up: (“Dreams of Gold” Questions 1-5) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● “Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed” – Part 1 
[HMH 281-290] 

○ Narration: https://youtu.be/uQQkcfP7wS0 
○ Complete “Dark They Were, and Golden-

Eyed” Part 1 Assignment  
 

- “Dreams of Gold” 
(PS) 
- HMH 
- “Dark They Were” 
Part 1 Assignment (PS) 



 

 

WRITING 
● Writing Process 

 
Exit Ticket:  
 
  

Day 21 
Thursday, February 3 
 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Extend 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

7.6C 
7.6E 

 
 

 
 

Lesson Frame: The students will read part  of the poem. 
The students will  complete comprehension activities. The 
students will be intoroduced to types of conclusions. The 
students will will analyze effective conclusions. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● “Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed” – Part 2 
[HMH 290-298] 

○ Complete “Dark They Were, and Golden-
Eyed” Part 2 Assignment 

○ “Into the Void” Assignment (Attached to 
Part 2 assignment)  

■ Song: 
https://youtu.be/xx6IwshTL6M 

■ Complete the questions after 
listening 

WRITING 
● Conclusions:  Give the students the “Conclusions 

Style Chart” from pg. 122 of TWA Curriculum 
Prep, 5th Edition.  Have the students read the 
chart with a partner and place a star next to any 
of the ones they might be interested in using in 
their own essay.  Have them talk about how they 
would use it. 

● Come back together and have students share 
with the class which ones they like the best for 
their essay. 

● Analyze the types that were used in the 
“Kindness” Essay and “Laughter” Essay on the 
front of the big “I.”   

● Teacher chooses any one of the conclusion 
activities on pages 121-133. 

 
Exit Ticket:  
 
 

- HMH 
- “Dark They Were” 
Part 2 Assignment (PS) 
 

Day 22 
Friday, February 4 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 
 

7.5B 
7.5F 
7.5G 

 

Lesson Frame: The students will continue to read Walk 
Two Moons. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● Read Walk Two Moons 
○ Literary Analysis 
○ Content Vocabulary 

- HMH Online 
- SOAPSTone Chart 
- “Seven Minutes of 
Terror” Assignment 
 
 



 

 

○ Close Reading 
○ Work on Page a Day  

 
Exit Ticket:  
 

Day 23 
Monday, February 7 
 
Engage 
Explain 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 
 

7.5B 
7.5F 
7.5G 

 

Lesson Frame: The students will read and complete 
comprehension activity. The students will complete a 
revising and editing activity. 
 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 
Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) 
 
Lesson:   
READING 

● “Seven Minutes of Terror” Video (HMH Online 
Unit 4 Lesson 5) 

○ https://bit.ly/3o6aHkq (Make sure teacher 
is logged into HMH Online before 
clicking) 

○ SOAPSTone Video 
○ “Seven Minutes of Terror” Questions 

Assignment (These are taken directly 
from HMH Online) 

 
● “Space Exploration Should Be More Science than 

Fiction” [HMH 326-334] 
○ Pre-Reading in Book 
○ Kurzgesagt – “How Far Can We Go?” 

[7:44]: https://youtu.be/ZL4yYHdDSWs  
○ Read and SOAPSTone text in partners 

 
WRITING 

● Revising & Editing: E.L.F. #19 “Some Hidden 
Jewels”  

● Read “Some Hidden Jewels” aloud to students 
● Students answer 1-10 on ¼ sheet (quietly, 

individually) 
● Grade for immediate feedback 
● Students make corrections to missed answers (in 

class--not in tutoring, break, or after school) 
● Highest grade that can be given is 70 
● Keep record of scores in comments section in 

grade-book 
● Collect/keep passage and ¼ sheet 
● Share STAAR Grade 7 Expository Writing Rubric 

with students.  Discuss what it will take to make a 
3 or 4.  Video link in 
resources.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=key
1begJDJA 

 
 

 
 
Exit Ticket: 

 

Day 24 
Tuesday, February 8 
 

7.5E Lesson Frame: The students will read and analyze a text 
before being assessed over it. 
Warm-Up: Warm Up (Teacher’s choice: Writing, 

- HMH 
- SOAPSTone Chart 
- Assessment (PS) 



 

 

ELL Learning Objective: 
 

Nonfiction, low performing TEKS) 
 
Lesson:   

● “Humans Should Stay Home and Let Robots 
Take to the Stars” [HMH 338-342] 

○ Read and SOAPSTone Text 
○ Assessment (12 Questions) 

 
Exit Ticket:  
 
  

Exam Review + Exams 

Day 25 
Wednesday, February 9 
 
Explain 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

7.5E Lesson Frame: The students will analyze text and be 
assessed over it. 
 
Warm-Up: (“The Llama Wars” Questions 1-5) 
 
Lesson:   

● “Stop Static” (PShare) 
○ “A Cell Phone and Static Electricity” 

[2:13]: https://youtu.be/gct1BmKNvU0 
○ Read and SOAPSTone Text 
○ Assessment and go over as a class 

 
 
Exit Ticket:  
 
 
 

 - “Media Literacy” 
Warm-Up (PS) 
- SOAPSTone Chart 
- “Stop Static” (PS) 

Day 26 
Thursday, February 10 
 
Explain 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

7.1C 
7.6B 

 

Lesson Frame: The students will read a tex and answer 
comprehension questions. The students will analyze the 
text. 
 
Warm-Up: (“Elderly Man Narrowly Avoids Gator Attack” 
Questions 1-6) 
 
Lesson:   

● Review 
 
 
Exit Ticket:  
 
Lesson Frame: I will  

- “Elderly Man” Warm-
Up (PS) 
-  
 
 

Day 27 
Friday, February 11 
 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

 Lesson Frame: The students will continue reading 
Walk Two Moons. 
 

● Read Walk Two Moons  
○ Literary Analysis 
○ Content Vocabulary 
○ Close Reading 
○ Work on Page a Day 

- “The Origins of 
Valentine’s Day” (PS) 
- Test Review (PS) 

Day 28 
Monday, February 14 

 ● Warm-Up:  
● Complete fourth six weeks’ test review 

- Test Review (PS) 



 

 

 
Evaluate 
 
ELL Learning Objective: 

○ Last-minute questions with class 

Day 29 
Wednesday, February 16 

 ● Fourth six weeks’ exams (Periods 1-4)  

Day 30 
Thursday, February 17 

 ● Fourth six weeks’ exams (Periods 5-8) 
●  

 

Day 31 
Friday, February 18 

 ● Warm-Up:  
● Review fourth six weeks exam 

- Test Correction 
Worksheet 

 

 
 

Accommodations for 
Special Populations 

Accommodations for instruction will be provided as stated on each student’s (IEP) 
Individual Education Plan for special education, 504, at risk, and ESL/Bilingual.  

 


