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7.5 Comprehension skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. 
The student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and deepen comprehension of 
increasingly complex texts. The student is expected to: 
7.5A Establish purpose for reading assigned and self-selected texts. 
7.5B Generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding 
and gain information. 
7.5C Make and correct or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and 
structures. 
7.5E Make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society. 
7.5F Make inferences and use evidence to support understanding. 
7.5G Evaluate details read to determine key ideas. 
7.5H Synthesize information to create new understanding. 
7.6 Response skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The 
student responds to an increasingly challenging variety of sources that are read, heard, or 
viewed. The student is expected to: 
7.6A Describe personal connections to a variety of sources, including self-selected texts. 
7.6B Write responses that demonstrate understanding of texts, including comparing sources 
within and across genres. 
7.6C Use text evidence to support an appropriate response. 
7.6D Paraphrase and summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order.  
7.6E Interact with sources in meaningful ways such as note taking, annotating, freewriting, or 
illustrating. 
7.6F: Respond using newly acquired vocabulary as appropriate. 
7.6G Discuss and write about the explicit or implicit meanings of text. 
7.6H Respond orally or in writing with appropriate register, vocabulary, tone, and voice. 
7.6I Reflect on and adjust responses as new evidence is presented. 
7.7 Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--
literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes literary elements within and across 
increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse literary texts. The student 
is expected to: 
7.7A Infer multiple themes within and across texts using text evidence. 
7.7B Analyze how characters' qualities influence events and resolution of the conflict. 
7.7C Analyze plot elements, including the use of foreshadowing and suspense, to advance the 
plot. 
7.7D Analyze how the setting influences character and plot development. 
7.8 Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--
genres. The student recognizes and analyzes genre-specific characteristics, structures, and 
purposes within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and 
diverse texts. The student is expected to: 
7.8A Demonstrate knowledge of literary genres such as realistic fiction, adventure stories, 
historical fiction, mysteries, humor, myths, fantasy, and science fiction. 
7.8B Analyze the effect of rhyme scheme, meter, and graphical elements such as punctuation 
and capitalization in poems across a variety of poetic forms. 
7.8C Analyze how playwrights develop characters through dialogue and staging. 
7.8D Analyze characteristics and structural elements of informational text, including: 
7.8D.i the controlling idea or thesis with supporting evidence. 
7.8D.ii features such as references or acknowledgements; and 
7.8D.iii organizational patterns that support multiple topics, categories, and subcategories; 



7.8E Analyze characteristics and structures of argumentative text by: 
7.8E.i identifying the claim; 
7.8E.ii explaining how the author uses various types of evidence and consideration of 
alternatives to support the argument; and 
7.8E.iii identifying the intended audience or reader; and 
7.8F Analyze characteristics of multimodal and digital texts. 
7.9 Author's purpose and craft: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple 
texts. The student uses critical inquiry to analyze the authors' choices and how they influence 
and communicate meaning within a variety of texts. The student analyzes and applies author's 
craft purposefully in order to develop his or her own products and performances. The student is 
expected to: 
7.9A Explain the author's purpose and message within a text. 
7.9B Analyze how the use of text structure contributes to the author's purpose. 
7.9C Analyze the author's use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes. 
7.9D Describe how the author's use of figurative language such as metaphor and 
personification achieves specific purposes. 
7.9E Identify the use of literary devices, including subjective and objective point of view. 
7.9F Analyze how the author's use of language contributes to mood, voice, and tone. 
7.9G Explain the purpose of rhetorical devices such as direct address and rhetorical questions 
and logical fallacies such as loaded language and sweeping generalizations. 
7.10 Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--writing 
process. The student uses the writing process recursively to compose multiple texts that are 
legible and uses appropriate conventions. The student is expected to: 
7.10A Plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for a particular topic, purpose, and 
audience using a range of strategies such as discussion, background reading, and personal 
interests. 
7.10B Develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing by: 
7.10B.i organizing with purposeful structure, including an introduction, transitions, coherence 
within and across paragraphs, and a conclusion; and 
7.10B.ii developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought with specific facts, details, and 
examples; 
7.10C Revise drafts for clarity, development, organization, style, word choice, and sentence 
variety. 
7.10D Edit drafts using standard English conventions, including: 
7.10E Publish written work for appropriate audiences. 
7.11 Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--
genres. The student uses genre characteristics and craft to compose multiple texts that are 
meaningful. The student is expected to: 
7.11A compose literary texts such as personal narratives, fiction, and poetry using genre 
characteristics and craft; 
7.11B Compose informational texts, including multi-paragraph essays that convey information 
about a topic, using a clear controlling idea or thesis statement and genre characteristics and 
craft. 
7.11C Compose multi-paragraph argumentative texts using genre characteristics and craft. 

See Instructional Focus Document (IFD) for TEK Specificity 

Key Understandings Readers use comprehension strategies to construct meaning. 
● How do I understand what I read? 
● What practices/skills help me understand texts? 
● How do I determine which strategies are best to comprehend a specific text? 

Readers can convey their understanding through a variety of responses. 
● What types of responses can demonstrate my understanding? 
● How can I construct a response that clearly demonstrates my understanding? 

Genres are categories of written or performed works, characterized by similarities in structures, 
features, form, and content. 

● How do I identify genre? 



● How does recognizing and understanding genre characteristics, features, forms, and 
content help a reader interpret a text? 

● How does utilizing and reflecting on genre characteristics, features, forms, and content 
help a writer construct a text? 

Writers make deliberate choices regarding content, language, and style to craft texts for specific 
purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

● What is author’s craft? 
● What influences a writer’s choices regarding content, language, and style? 

Readers can enhance understanding of a text by examining and analyzing author’s craft. 
● How do I examine and analyze author’s craft when reading a text? 
● How does a writer’s choices in craft impact meaning? 

Writing is a recursive process that includes several stages and is essential to crafting focused, 
coherent, and well-developed compositions. 

● What are the stages of the writing process? Why are they important? 
● How do the stages of the writing process reinforce each other? 

Writers can create meaning in a text by utilizing author’s craft. 
● How do I employ author’s craft in my writing? 
● How do my choices in craft impact meaning? 

Effective oral language helps me express ideas, thoughts, and feelings with others and 
understand what others think and feel. 

● Why do I speak? 
● Why do I listen? 

● How do I effectively communicate my ideas, thoughts, and feelings? 

Misconceptions Misconceptions: 
● Students may be confused about the difference between purely objective, factual 

informational texts that explain or define a topic such as encyclopedia entries, some 
news articles, etc. and argumentative texts that take a position on a topic or aim to 
persuade the reader.   

● Students may not be aware that all texts have a message and that when we read 
literary texts we call this message a theme, when we read informational texts we call 
this message a controlling idea/thesis, and when we read argumentative texts we call 
this message a claim. Similarly, all texts from all genres utilize genre characteristics and 
author’s craft, but the specific characteristics and craft used per genre often vary; 
however, there are some genre characteristics and author’s craft that are similar across 
genre. 

Underdeveloped Concepts: 
● Students may not have limited experience comparing texts across literary, 

informational, and/or argumentative genres and may be unfamiliar with ways authors 
can discuss the same topic through various genres. 

Key Vocabulary  ● Audience — the intended target group for a message, regardless of the medium 
● Author’s craft — intentional and deliberate use of organizational patterns, text and 

graphic features, syntax, devices, and diction to create an effective written work; 
author’s craft may vary by genre 

● Author’s purpose — the reason an author writes about a particular topic (e.g., to 
persuade, to entertain, to inform, to explain, to analyze, etc.); the reason an author 
includes particular details, features, or devices in a work  

● Context  — the words, sentences, or passages that precede or follow a specific word, 
sentence, or passage 

● Digital text — an electronic text read on a computer screen or other electronic device 
that may include images, sound, video, and other multimodal interactive and embedded 
elements 

● Genre — the type or class of a work, usually categorized by form, technique, or content 



● Key ideas — important ideas throughout a work that support the central message, 
theme, tone, etc. 

● Multimodal texts — the strategic integration of two or more modes of communication to 
create meaning, including written and spoken texts, images, gestures, music, digital 
texts and media, and live performances 

● Organizational patterns — the pattern an author constructs as he organizes his or her 
ideas and provides supporting details 

● Paraphrase — restate the meaning of something in different words. Paraphrasing alters 
the exact wording of the source and transmits its ideas or information without evaluation 
or interpretation. 

● Summarize — to reduce large sections of text to their essential points and main idea. 
Note: It is still important to attribute summarized ideas to the original source. 

● Synthesize  — to combine elements and parts to form a coherent whole 
● Text structure  — the way or pattern in which an author organizes ideas within a text 
● Tone — the author’s particular attitude, either stated or implied in writing 
● Style  — the unique characteristics that describe a writer’s use of language; diction, 

syntax, sentence fluency, figurative language, and voice all contribute to a writer’s style 

Suggested Day 
5E Model 

Instructional Procedures 
(Engage, Explore, Explain, Extend/Elaborate, Evaluate) 

Materials, Resources, 
Notes 

Day 1  
Tuesday, February 22 
Engage 
Evaluate 

7.5E 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.10E 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 9 

● Story “Marc Chagall” 
�  Read:    Think UP! ELAR Unit 19 

● TEKS Learning Target – make connections to 
personal experiences, ideas in other texts, 
and societty 

● Reader Tips 
● Instruction Passage 

● “Lighting up Diwali” & “The Berlin Lights 
Festival”  

● 3 Question Assessment - 
elimination strategy 

 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Begin writing conferences over the short answer 

response from the 6 weeks test:  If you would like to 
do these where the students present their responses, 
have the students fill in the “Student SAR Critique 
Sheet” for each presentation. 

� Grammar focus: Apostrophes-Singular, plural, and 
possessive nouns:  ppt.  (Students take notes on the 
notes page.) 

� Students write one sentence with a plural possessive 
and one with a singular possessive. 

� Do compare and critique activity 
 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Think UP! ELAR 
-Bellringer: E.L.F. Process 
-highlighters 
-Singular, plural, and 
possessive ppt. and notes:  
Drive folder 
-Compare and critique 
activity (Lead 4ward) 
-Student SAR Cri tique 
Sheet:  Drive Folder 
 

Day 2  
Wednesday, February 23 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Evaluate 

7.3 
7.6A,B,C 

7.8 
7.13A 
7.19F 
7.6C 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 9 

● Words 1-6 
�  Read:   Think UP! ELAR - Unit 19 

● Assessment 
1. Vocabulary Mastery 

                          Text Specific 
                          TEKS Specific 

2.  Paired Passage - “Cowgirl Up” & 
“Midnight Ride”  

                                Pre Reading Strategies  

- Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop     
-Motivation Reading Unit 6 
-Bellringer 
-2017 Released STAAR 
passage “Have I Made A 
Mistake?”  
-Teacher model with 
highlighters 
-Apostrophe- Exercise 1:  
Drive Folder 



7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

o Read and Annotate Text 
o Assessment 

1-12 Multiple Choice 
2 Short Constructed Response 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Continue Writing Conferences 
� Apostrophe-Exercise 1 
� 2017 STAAR Released passage:  Revising & Editing: 

“Have I Made A Mistake?”   
 

-Student SAR Critique 
Sheet:  Drive Folder 

Day 3 
Thursday, February 24 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Evaluate 

7.2A 
7.5E 
7.6D 
7.7 

7.9D,E 
7.6C 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 9 

● Words 7-13 
�  Read:  Comparing Sources Within & Across Texts 

● Review Anchor Chart 
● Read two selections 
● Review 

1. Genre 
2. Similarities/Differences 
3. Themes 
4. Author’s Purpose 

● Write a response to “How can the lesson in each 
selection help you in life?” Make connections as 
you write your response 

 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Continue Writing Conferences 
� Students finish Apostrophe-Exercise 1 and 2017 

STAAR Released passage:  Revising & Editing: 
“Have I Made A Mistake?”   

� Review the differences between revising and editing 
with the students using the CUPS/ARMS resource. 

� Have students create a four- square for revising and 
one for editing. 
 

 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Step Up to TEKS pg.19 
-2017 Released STAAR 
passage “Have I Made A 
Mistake?”   
-Prompt page 
-Materials may vary by 
teacher 
-Student SAR Critique 
Sheet:  Drive Folder 
-4 square charts 

Day 4 
Friday, February 25 
EARLY DISMISSAL 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Evaluate 

7.2A 
7.5E 
7.6D 
7.7 

7.9D,E 
7.6C 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 9 

● Words 14-20 
�  Read:  I Will Always Write Back 

● Before the Book Activities 
● Quick Take on Topics - write and share 

� WRITING (45 minutes) 
● Students partner up and compare answers for 

Apostrophe-Exercise 1 and 2017 STAAR 
Released passage:  Revising & Editing: “Have I 
Made A Mistake?”   

● As a class, evaluate those activities.  Have 
students write notes next to questions they 
missed as to why the correct answer is right and 
the incorrect answer is wrong for an extra 10 
points on their grades. 
 

- Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Think Up ELAR! Unit 16 
-2017 Released STAAR 
passage “Have I Made A 
Mistake?”   
-Materials may vary by 
teacher 
 
 

Day 5 
Monday, February 28                                                                                                                                               
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 

7.2A 
7.5E 
7.6D 
7.7 

7.9D, E 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 9 Activities 
� Read:   “ The Crossover” & “Double Doubles” 

      HMH pgs. 404-419 
● Analyze Novel in Verse 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-HMH TE 
-HMH SE 



Evaluate 7.6F 
7.6F,H,I 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

● Analyze Metaphor and Personification 
● Read and Annotate Text 
● Answer Questions 1-4 

WRITING (45 minutes)  
� Finish writing conferences 
� Apostrophes-  Exercise 2 
� Released STAAR “Happy Monday” 
� Revising & Editing:  2017 Released STAAR “Happy 

Monday” 
 
 

-2017 Released STAAR 
passage -“Happy Monday” 
-Apostrophes-  Exercise 2 

Day 6 
Tuesday, March 1 
Engage 
Evaluate 

7.5D 
7.8A, B 

7.9D 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 9 Activities 
� Read: “The Cross Over” & “Double Doubles”  

              HMH pgs. 404-419         
● Analyze Two Voice Poem 
● Read and Annotate Text 
● Answer Questions 5-12                       

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Tell students that we are going to work to strengthen 

our responses to text and practicing better elaboration 
in our body paragraphs of essays by doing some 
video journals.  

� Introduce Video Journal by going over the rubric  
o Show “Free Hugs” video and go over the rubric 

with students (Rubric notes and ppt. on the drive 
folder) 

 
 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-HMH TE 
-HMH SE 
-HMH online resources 
-“Happy Monday”  
-highlighters 
-Video Journal and Rubric 
page 
-Writing 2017.pdf 
(Released STAAR p. 19-
23) 
-“Free Hugs” video 
response example 
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=vr3x_RRJdd4 
-Video Journal rubric notes 
and ppt.:  Drive folder 

Day 7 
Wednesday, March 2 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Evaluate 

7.5D 
7.8A, B 

7.9D 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop 9 Activities 
� Read: “Swimming in a Pool of Doubt” & “The Road 

Not Taken”   
●  Pre-Reading Strategies 

Video Clip https://www..com/watch?v=e-             
XGSYnhUjg&t=125s  (Olympic Swimming Video) 

● Read and Annotate Text 
● Assessment - 15 questions 

 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
Show prompt for video-Jason McElwains 

o Students write it down on a video journal                                
page. 

o Watch the video. 
 

� Students write their response to the prompt 
focusing on each category of the rubric. (Review- 
How & Why Café Plus paper for elaboration.)  

� Revise and edit their journal with rubric to get a 
score of 4 in each category on their own.   

-Task Card – (PS) 
-HMH TE 
-HMH SE 
-HMH online resources 
-“Happy Monday ” 
-highlighters 
-Video Journal and Rubric 
page 
-Video Journal and Rubric 
page 
-Jason McElwains video  
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=l2IU1h9sG7U&noht
ml5=False 
-How & Why Café Plus 
 

Day 8 
Thursday, March 3 
Engage 
Explore 

7.2B 
7.4 

7.6A, 
B,C 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 9 Activities 
� Read:  Swimming in a Pool of Doubt” & 
�             “The Road Not Taken”          

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Motivation Reading 
-“Happy Monday ” 



Explain 
Evaluate 

7.8A 
7.19F 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

● Pre-Reading  
o Video Clip (TRNT) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eu8YKMV
V648 (Ford commercial [1:30])  

● Read and Annotate Text 
● Assessment (15 questions) 

  WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Video Journal- Students make any final corrections on 

their journal and score it using the rubric if needed.   
� Students trade with a partner and grade their video 

journal using a different color to compare grades. 
� Students begin journal presentations to the class for 

critique. 
 

-highlighters 
-Video Journal and Rubric 
page 
-Everyday Spelling book 

Day 9 
Friday, March 4 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Evaluate 

7.2B 
7.4 

7.6A, 
B,C 
7.8A 
7.19F 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up:  Vocabulary Workshop Unit 9 Quiz               
 
� Read: I Will Always Write Back - Section 1 “Hallo” 

 Chapters 1-10 
● Vocabulary 
● Literary Analysis 
● Close Reading 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Activities: “Happy Monday” and “Apostrophes- 

Exercise 2”:  Have students work with a partner to 
compare answers and discuss any discrepancies in 
answers.. 

� As a class, evaluate those activities.  Have students 
write notes next to questions they missed as to why 
the correct answer is right and the incorrect answer is 
wrong for an extra 10 points on their grades. 
 

 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Motivation Reading 
-“Happy Monday ” 
--Video Journal and Rubric 
page 
-Everyday Spelling 

Day 10 
Monday, March 14 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Evaluate 

7.2B 
7.4 

7.6A, 
B,C 
7.8A 
7.19F 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up:  STAAR objective Warm UP 
 
� Read: Think UP! ELAR Unit 16 

● TEKS Learning Target - I will analyze how 
character’s qualities influence events and 
resolution to conflict 

● Reader’s Tips:   
● Instruction Passage: “It’s Art” 

Elimination Strategy together 
WRITING (45 minutes) 

● Revising & Editing: 2017 STAAR Released “Our 
School Needs A Citizenship Program” 

● Grammar Focus:  Its and It’s (Word Choice-
Exercise 13 (Its and It’s) 

● Students present their video journal responses for 
critiquing.  Audience should tell students what 
they did well and what they could do better.  
Score each area from rubric. 

 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop Unit 9 Quiz   
- Think Up! ELAR Unit 16 
-“Happy Monday ”  
-highlighters 
-Video Journal and Rubric 
page 
-Writing 2017.pdf 
(Released STAAR p. pgs. 
14-18) 

Day 11 
Tuesday, March 15 
Engage 
Evaluate 

7.2B 
7.5CEF

GH 
7.9BCF 

 READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: STAAR Objective Warm UP 
� Read: Think Up! ELAR - Unit 16 

● “Next on Stage” and “With Good Reason 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-“Think Up ELAR – Unit 16 



7.6F 
7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 
7.11B 

●        Vocabulary Mastery 
       Text Specific & TEKS Vocabulary  

● Pre Reading-Strategies 
● Read and Annotate Text 
● Assess (12 questions) 
● 2 Short Constructed Response 

WRITING (45 minutes)  
● Students present/critique video journals.  

They should be revising/editing to learn 
from mistakes. 

 

-“Our School Needs A 
Citizenship Program” 
-highlighters 
-STAAR lined paper 

Day 12 
Wednesday, March 16 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Evaluate 

7.2B 
7.5CEF

GH 
7.9BCF 

7.6F 
7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 
7.11B 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: STAAR Objective Warm Up 
� Read: Think Up! ELAR - Unit 11 pgs. 177-180 

● TEKS Learning Target: make, correct, or confirm 
predictions using text features, characteristics of 
genre, and structures. 

● Reader’s Tips 
● Instruction Passage “The Test”  
● Assessment Questions (3) - Elimination Strategy 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Students present/critique video journals.  They 

should be revising/editing to learn from mistakes. 
 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-“Think Up ELAR – Unit 11 
 -“Our School Needs A 
Citizenship Program” 
-highlighters 
-STAAR lined paper 
-STAAR Rubric 
 

Day 13 
Thursday, March 17 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Evaluate 

7.2B 
7.5F 
7.6D 

7.7ABD 
7.8B 
7.9EF 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 
7.11B 

 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: STAAR Objective Warm Up 
� Read:   Think Up! ELAR - Unit 11 

● The Channel Tunnel” & The Langkawi Sky 
Bridge”                           

● Pre Reading:  Video clip –  
“Channel Tunnel” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P
AgjtU4g7ck&t=155s 
“Langkawi Sky Bridge in Malaysia” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ro
A_wtG6OVs 

● Read and Annotate Text 
● Assess - 1-12 (multiple choice) 

              13 & 14 - Short Constructed      
                              Response 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
● Activities:  “Revising & Editing: 2017 STAAR 

Released “Our School Needs A Citizenship 
Program” and Grammar Focus:  Its and It’s (Word 
Choice-Exercise 13 (Its and It’s):  Have students 
work with a partner to compare answers and 
discuss any discrepancies in answers.. 

● As a class, evaluate those activities.  Have 
students write notes next to questions they 
missed as to why the correct answer is right and 
the incorrect answer is wrong for an extra 10 
points on their grades. 

 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Think Up ELAR – Unit 11 
-“Our School Needs A 
Citizenship Program”  
-highlighters 
-STAAR Rubric 
- lined paper 
-How & Why Café Plus 

Day 14 
Friday, March 18 

7.2B 
7.5F 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: STAAR Objective Warm Up 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 



Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Evaluate 

7.6D 
7.7ABD 

7.8B 
7.9EF 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 
7.11B 

� Read: I Will Always Write Back Section 1 “Hallo” 
Chapters 1-10 
● Vocabulary  
● Literary Analysis 
● Close Reading 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Present prompt for the “Friendship” video journal. 
� Students write it down on a video journal page. 
� Watch the video. 
� Students write their response to the prompt 

focusing on each category of the rubric. (Review- 
How & Why Café Plus paper for elaboration.) 

� Revise and edit their journal with rubric to get a 
score of 4 in each category on their own.   

-Think Up ELAR – Unit 3 
-Released STAAR essays 
-STAAR rubric 
--highlighters 
- lined paper 
-How & Why Café Plus 
-CUPS & ARMS 
-Video Journal and Rubric 
page 
-“Friendship” 
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=cBtFTF2ii7U&noht
ml5=False 
-Video journal rubric, 
prompt, and paper in drive 

Day 15 
Monday, March 21 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Evaluate 

7.2B 
7.5F 
7.6D 

7.7ABD 
7.8B 
7.9E 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 
7.11B 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up Vocabulary Workshop Unit 10 - Story 

“The Straight History of Orthodontics”  
� Read: Think Up! ELAR Unit 8 pgs. 125-128 

● TEKS Learning Target - make inferences and use 
evidence to support understanding as well as 
synthesize information to create new 
understanding 

● Reader Tips 
● Instruction Passage: “Making Perfect Waves” 
● Assessment - 3 questions Elimination Strategy 

�  WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Revising & Editing: 2017 Released STAAR “Diving In” 
� Grammar Focus:  Verbs, Transition Words (teacher 

choice) 
� Video Journal- Students make any final corrections on 

their journal and score it using the rubric if needed.   
� Students trade with a partner and grade their video 

journal using a different color to compare grades. 
� Students begin journal presentations to the class for 

critique. 
 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Think Up ELAR – Unit 3 
-Student essays from Days 
8 & 9 
-How & Why Café Plus 
-Video journal rubric, 
prompt, and paper in 
driveUPS & ARMS 

Day 16 
Tuesday, March 22 

7.2B 
7.5F 
7.6D 

7.7ABD 
7.8B 

   7.9E 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

7.11B 
 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 10 

Words 1-6 
� Read:  Think Up! ELAR Unit 8 pgs. 130-136 

● “Scott Joplin, the King of Ragtime” & “He Heard 
Joplin”  

● Pre Reading Strategies 
● Read and Annotate Text 
● Assessment - 12 multiple choice 

                                     2 short constructed response 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Students present/critique video journals.  They should 

be revising/editing to learn from mistakes 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Think Up! ELAR 
-Writing 2017.pdf (pgs. 
24-28) “Diving In” 
-¼ sheet for answers 
-STAAR Rubric 
-critique page 

Day 17 
Wednesday, March 23 

7.2BC 
7.5EFH 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 10 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 



7.7A 
7.8D 

7.9BC 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

   7.11B 

● Words7-13  
� Read: I Will Always Write Back - Section 1 

● Vocabulary 
● Literary Analysis 
● Close Reading 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Students present/critique video journals.  They should 

be revising/editing to learn from mistakes 
 

-Think Up ELAR! – unit 8 
-“Diving In”  
-highlighters 
-critique page 

Day 18 
Thursday, March 24 

7.2BC 
7.5EFH 

7.7A 
7.8D 

7.9BC 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

   7.11B 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 10 

Words 14-20 
� Read:  The Chuck Wagon” and “Come Along Kitchen” 

● TEKS Objective: make connections to personal 
experiences, ideas in other texts, and society 

● Pre Reading-Strategies 
● Read and Annotate Texts 
● Assessment - 11 multiple choice questions 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Activities:  Revising & Editing: 2017 Released STAAR 

“Diving In” and Grammar Focus:  Verbs, Transition 
Words (teacher choice):  Have students work with a 
partner to compare answers and discuss any 
discrepancies in answers.. 

� As a class, evaluate those activities.  Have students 
write notes next to questions they missed as to why 
the correct answer is right and the incorrect answer is 
wrong for an extra 10 points on their grades. 

 
 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
- Step Up to TEKS pgs. 25-
29 
-“Diving In” 
-2018 Released STAAR 
essays of 1s and 3s 

Day 19 
Friday, March 25 

7.2E 
7.7 
7.8 

7.9A 
7.10 
7.13 

7.19F 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 
7.11B 

 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: TEK Objective Warm Up 
� Read:  “The Babe” & “The Hall”        [paired passage]                                          

● Pre Reading-Strategies  
● Introduction Video  
● Read and Annotate Text 
● Assessment (17 questions) 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Essay Prompt:  Why did Babe Ruth qualify as one of 

the “first 5” inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame?  
You must support your response with details from 
both of the selections.  

o Brainstorm 

o Write a thesis statement 

o Begin creating an outline for planning the 
essay. 

 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
- Motivation Reading Unit 
18 
-“Diving In” 
-2018 Released STAAR 
essays of 2s and 4s 

Day 20 
Monday, March 28 

7.2E 
7.7 
7.8 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up:  Vocabulary Workshop Unit 10 Activities 
� Read: “The Babe” & “The Hall”                                                

- I Will Always Write Back 
- Motivation Reading Unit 

18 



7.9A 
7.10 
7.13 

7.19F 
7.6B 
7.10C 
7.10E 

● Pre Reading-Strategies & Video 
● Read and Annotate Text 
● Assessment (17 questions) 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Finish writing the outline of the essay for prompt:  

Why did Babe Ruth qualify as one of the “first 5” 
inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame?  You must 
support your response with details from both of the 
selections.  

� Write an introduction paragraph with a hook and a 
thesis.   

-“Dining In” 
 

Day 21 
Tuesday, March 29 

7.2BE 
7.10 
7.12 
7.13 
7.6B 
7.10C 
7.10E 

READING (45 minutes) -   PRACTICE STAAR - MATH 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 10 

● Activities 
� Read: “Musgrave Pencil Factory” & “From Trees to 

Pencils”                                   
● Pre Reading-Strategies  
● Introduction Video  
● Read and Annotate Text 
● Assessment (17 questions) 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
● Finish writing introduction paragraph for prompt:  

Why did Babe Ruth qualify as one of the”first 5” 
inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame?  You 
must support your response with details from both 
of the selections.  

● Students write body paragraph number one with 
supporting evidence elaborated with text evidence 
and explanation.  Have students use the 
resource:  “How and Why Cafe Plus” for 
assistance in elaborating effectively. 

7th Grade Math PSTAAR 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Step Up 
-“Animal Sleep” and “A 
Space of My Own”  
-¼ sheet for answers 
-highlighters 
-2016 Released STAAR 
file:///E:/7th%20grade%20
Writing/5th%20Six%20We
eks%202020-
2021/Released%20STAAR
/Writing%202016.pdf 
(pgs. 15-23 for passages) 

Day 22 
Wednesday, March 30 

7.2BE 
7.10 
7.12 
7.13 
7.6B 
7.10C 
7.10E 

READING (45 minutes) PRACTICE STAAR - READING 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 10 

● Activities 
� Read: “Musgrave Pencil Factory” & “From Trees to 

Pencils”                                   
● Pre Reading-Strategies & Video 
● Read and Annotate Text 
● Assessment (17 questions) 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
o Finish writing body paragraph 1 for prompt:  Why 

did Babe Ruth qualify as one of the “first 5” 
inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame?  You 
must support your response with details from both 
of the selections.  

o Students write body paragraph number 2 with 
supporting evidence elaborated with text evidence 
and explanation. Have students use the resource:  
“How and Why Cafe Plus” for assistance in 
elaborating effectively. 

7th Grade Reading PSTAAR 

Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Step Up 
-“Animal Sleep” and “A 
Space of My Own”  
-highlighters 
-2016 Released STAAR 
file:///E:/7th%20grade%20
Writing/5th%20Six%20We
eks%202020-
2021/Released%20STAAR
/Writing%202016.pdf 
(pgs. 15-23 for passages) 
 

Day 23 
Thursday, March 31 

7.2BC 
7.5EFH 

7.7A 
7.8D 

7.9BC 
7.6F 

READING (45 minutes) 
Warm Up: - Vocabulary Workshop Unit 10 

● Activities 
� Read:  I Will Always Write Back -Part 2 Clues 

● Vocabulary 
● Literary Analysis 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-I Will Always Write Back 
-Novel Resources 
-Video Journal 



7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

   7.11B 

● Close Reading 
WRITING (45 minutes) 

o Finish writing body paragraph 2 for prompt:  Why 
did Babe Ruth qualify as one of the”first 5” 
inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame?  You 
must support your response with details from both 
of the selections.  

o Students write a conclusion paragraph  
 

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=q6CaHJwsSE4  
-video journal prompt and 
rubric 

Day 24 
Friday, April 1 

7.2BC 
7.5EFH 

7.7A 
7.8D 

7.9BC 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

   7.11B 

READING (45 minutes) 
Warm Up: - Vocabulary Workshop Unit 10 - Activities 
� Read:  I Will Always Write Back - Part 2 Clues 

● Vocabulary 
● Literary Analysis 
● Close Reading  

WRITING (45 minutes) 
o Finish writing the rough draft for prompt:  Why did 

Babe Ruth qualify as one of the “first 5” inducted 
into the Baseball Hall of Fame?  You must 
support your response with details from both of 
the selections.  

o Students revise and edit essay using 
CUPS/ARMS 

o Students compare their essay to the rubric 
checklist to make sure they have all of their parts. 

 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop  
-I Will Always Write Back 
-Novel Resources 
-“Animal Sleep” and “A 
Space of My Own” 
-Teacher model with 
highlighters 
- video journal prompt and 
rubric 

Day 25 
Monday, April 4  

TEKS 
pertinent 
to 
PSTAAR 
passages 

READING  
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Unit 10 - Quiz 
� Review Practice STAAR Test  

● Go over passages and questions together 
● Clarify issues and address concerns 

 
WRITING (45 minutes) 

o Finish revising and editing the rough draft for 
prompt:  Why did Babe Ruth qualify as one of the 
“first 5” inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame?  
You must support your response with details from 
both of the selections.  

o Students write a final copy 
 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-PSTAAR Tests copies 
 

Day 26 
Tuesday, April 5 

TEKS 
pertinent 
to 
PSTAAR 
passages 

READING  
� Warm Up: STAAR Objective Warm Up 
� Review Practice STAAR Test  

● Go over passages and questions together 
● Clarify issues and address concerns 

 
WRITING (45 minutes) 

● Students finish writing their final copy. 
● Work on Revising & Editing: 2016 Released 

STAAR “Animal Sleep” and “A Space of My Own”   
● Comma Practice:  Comma Splices and Fused 

Sentences:  Exercise 4 

-STAAR objective warm up 
-PSTAAR Test copies 
 
-”Animal Sleep” and “A 
space of My Own” from 
2016 Released STAAR test 
-Comma Splices Activity 

Day 27 
Wednesday, April 6 

TEKS 
pertinent 
to 
PSTAAR 
passages 

READING  
� Warm Up: STAAR Objective Warm Up 
� Review Practice STAAR Test  

● Go over passages and questions together 

STAAR objective warm up 
-PSTAAR Test copies 
 



● Clarify issues and address concerns 
 
WRITING (45 minutes) 

o Students will present their essays to the class.  
While presenting, the audience will critique the 
essay using a checklist rubric.  After a student 
presents, the audience will tell the student what 
they did well and what they need to work on to 
improve. 

 
 

Day 28 
Thursday, April 7 

7.2BC 
7.5EFH 

7.7A 
7.8D 

7.9BC 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

   7.11B 

READING  
� Warm Up: STAAR Objective Warm Up 

● Read:  I Will Always Write Back -Part 2 Clues 
● Vocabulary 
● Literary Analysis 
● Close Reading 
●  

 
WRITING (45 minutes) 

o Students will present their essays to the class.  
While presenting, the audience will critique the 
essay using a checklist rubric.  After a student 
presents, the audience will tell the student what 
they did well and what they need to work on to 
improve. 

 

STAAR objective warm up 
-I Will Always Write Back 
-Novel Activities  
 
 

Day 29 
Friday, April 8 

7.2BC 
7.5EFH 

7.7A 
7.8D 

7.9BC 
7.6F 

7.6F,H,I 
7.8D(i) 
7.10A 
7.10B 

7.10B(ii) 
7.10C 
7.10D 
(i-ix) 
7.10E 

   7.11B 

READING  
� Warm Up: STAAR Objective Warm Up 

● Read:  I Will Always Write Back -Part 2 Clues 
● Vocabulary 
● Literary Analysis 
● Close Reading 

 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Activities:  Revising & Editing: 2016 Released STAAR 

“Animal Sleep” and “A Space of My Own” and 
Grammar Focus:  Verbs, Transition Words (teacher 
choice):  Have students work with a partner to 
compare answers and discuss any discrepancies in 
answers.. 

� As a class, evaluate those activities.  Have students 
write notes next to questions they missed as to why 
the correct answer is right and the incorrect answer is 
wrong for an extra 10 points on their grades. 

STAAR objective warm up 
-I Will Always Write Back 
-Novel Activities  
 
 

 

Accommodations for 
Special Populations 

Accommodations for instruction will be provided as stated on each student’s (IEP) 
Individual Education Plan for special education, 504, at risk, and ESL/Bilingual.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 


